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Chriſtian Reader, 


HE Love of Chrift in his ho- 
ly ones, and the great uſeful- 
neſs of ſuch Hiſtory, command 


me to take it as a pleafing of- 
fice to commend this real deſcription of 
a Saint, to thy ſerious peruſal and imita-» 
tion. The good acceptance and ſucceſs of 
the late publiſhed Life and Death of 
Mr. Fojeph _A/leine, the more encourg- 
gcth me to ſerve thee in this. As to the 
credit of the Narrative, let it be enough 
to tell thee, that his warthy Brother 
Mr. F ames T aneway (intimately acquaint- 
ed with his moſt ſecret life ) is the wri- 
ter of it (I have no hand in it my 
ſelf.) And if thou live in or necy London, 
A 3 _ where 


where he is now well known. I will not 
be Echolden to thee to believe it ; eſpe- 
cially, if you alſo know the other moſt 
credible atteftors. 1 know that many 
ſuch Hiſtories fhew more what the wri- 
czr could fay, than what the Perſon was 
or 4id: But here both He and his Re- 
1:::.ns, andthoſe whom he lived with, 
vere all fo neer us, and are many of 
?1:cm yer fo intimately known to me, 
ed others, that there is no place for 


, doubting left us. 


I confeſs ſuch inſtances are very ſad 
to my thoughts, while 1 am defiring 
the weifars of mankind on earth. To 
hear of the death of an Infant, who 
might have proved we know not what; 
or of anuſcleſs perſon, or of an aged 
Chriſtian, who hath profitably run 
out the courſe of narure, is nothing ſo 
ſad to me, as to hear of the removal of 
ſuch excellent young men, when they 
are preparcd for their work, and juſt be- 
ginning it ! But God is infinitely Wile, 
and Juſt, and more Merciful roo than we 
can be. He knoweth what he doth and 
Why ; and is accountable to none about 
the meſure of his benefits, nor the pon 

| | 4 0As 


ſows of his various diſpoſals. But the 
great Judgments which fince his death 
have befallen theſe Kingdomss do part- 
ly tell us that it is no wonder, if ſuch men 
were taken from the evil to come, .of 
whom the world hath {o notoriouſly de- 
clared it ſelf unworthy. Ir is fitter for ſuch 
lights to ſhine in Heaven, than to be put 
under a buſhel here on earth. 

And for himſelf , he hath run long + 
enough who hath toucht the prize : He 
hath failed long enough who is come lafe 
to the harbour : And he hath lived lon 
enough, who is readicſ to die ? Thoug 
I wonder at the lengthning of my own 
life, which hath been threatned by God 
and Man theſe thirty three years or more, 
yet, alas, how much leſs have I lived 
than this man did, who am yet far ſhort 
of his heavenly preparations ? I am alha- 
med to read that any thing of mine was 
a help to his attainments, and to find 
that at almoſt ſixty years of age, I am 
much below what he was raiſed to at 
twenty three. O that God would give 
my frozen age, ſuch warm refle&ions,from 
theſe his remains, that( according to my 
need) I may receive more from him that 
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js dead, than ever he did from me alive ! 


If his own Reverend Father received ſo 
much from him, why may not I alſo have 
ſome quickning even by the dead, 
through the fruits of the ſpirit left be- 
hind him, and the ſame ſpirits quickning 
influx upon me? And may I but ſo Dze, 
how harmleſs, how welcome will Death 
be ? 

We think it great pity, that he lived 
to preach but two Sermons in the world?! 
That ſame poor ignorant dull Congrega- 
tion, had not been inſtructed and awaken. 
ed by his Docrine; and his ſpiritual 
fervour had not by diſperſed writings, en- 
flamed the ſouls of thouſands with the 
ſame Heavenly Love and Zcal. But who 
knoweth yet but that this one Narrative 
of his Holy exemplary Life and Death, 
may do as much as more numerous or Vo- 
luminous writings ? I he many Volumes 
of holy Lives, of antient Docters, Mar- 
tyrs, and later Divines, Philoſophers and 
others in Germany, Egrland and other 
Lands, have done much good, and are 
ſtill very uſeful, and a pleaſant and profit- 
table recreation, (O how much better 
than play-Books and Romances) ? But 

| Experience 
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| experience tells us, that God till poureth 


forth as large meaſures of his ſpirit, as 
heretofore he did. If holy CAugnHines 
life, after ſo much pollution, and holy 
Hieroms liſe, qui fatetur ſe non faiſſe vir- 


ginem, were (o laudible and examplary ; 


O how much praiſc do I owe to God, for 
his grace upon his Servants, who am 
yet'acqainted with ſo great a number of 
holy laborious faithful minifters, who I 
have great reaſon to believe, not onl 
to have all their lives been free from all 
groſs heynous fins, but allo to have laid 
out their zeal, their time, their labours, 
ſo ſincerely and ſelf-denyingly for God, 
and the good of ſouls, as that I cannot but 
hope that, if thoſe who arc againf their 
Preaching of the Goſpel, were but as well 
acquainted with them as I am, they 
would be their friend and forward to pro- 
mote their work. 

Iknow one Temptation the Reader 1s 
like to meet with, to hinder his profiting 
by this example: Even to think that 
Mr. Alleine and Mr. Faneway by Overdo- 
ing did but cut {ſhort their own Lives ; 
and that their exceſſive lobours in medi- 


tation, prayer and other dutics did de- 


prive 


ptive the Church of the: benefit of much 
more,which they might have lived toldo: 
and therefore that fuch examples arc not 
to be imirated, but Rand as warnings to 
us, not tooverdo and deftroy our bodies 
as they did. To which Ianſwer, x. I 
am one my felf, that wiſh both of them 
had done ſomewhot leſs, jn that part of 
auty which hurt the body,and overmatch- 
ed their trength. And I am not perſwa- 
ding you, that every man muft needs 
Preach as oft as Mr. <Allen, or ſtudy gud 
meditate as long as Mr. Faneway and he 
did: Men have their various capacities 
and opertunitics, and works. 2. But 
yet I dare-not charge either of them with 
fin, becauſe I know not their particular 
motives. 3. And perhaps their lives had 
been as ſhort if they had done leſs; as 
are the lives of many hundred Students, 
who favour themſelves more than any 
wiſe men would wiſh. And it was Gods 
mercy that they who had but a ſhort life 
tolive, ſhould do more than any that 
live to the period of natures courſe. And 
Methuſalems life and theirs is equalled 
now. Whom have you known that by 
longer living, hath got more holy m_ 
ne 


neſs todic? 4 But 1 beſeech you difſtin- 
guiſh well, b—— that part of their 
work, which was really like to overthrow 
their natures, and the reſt which had no 
ſuch tendency; and do nor make the 
avoiding of the former a pretence, again 
your imitating of the latter. It 15 not ſtu- 
dying, meditating, praying, preaching , 
according to the mealures of natures 
ſtrength, that much ſhortnerh life. I think 
that Learned man wrote not fooliſhly, 
who maintaineth that /#aes tend to long 
life? For my own part I was ſecble be- 
fore I was a hard Student: And ſtudies 
have been a conſtant pleaſure to me ; And 
let any man judge whether conſtant plea» 
ſuretend to ſhorten any mans life ? In» 
deed, that which deftroyeth the health of 
Students is, x. The ſedentarineſs of their 
lives, 2+ And want of temperance or due 
care of their diet, 3. And want of ſuf. 
ficient cheerfulncſs, 4. And taking colds. 
Could Students but more imitate the 14- 
bouring-man, and take juſt hours and 9 Pp 
portunities for bodily labour j( not playful 
walks and excerciſes, that never warm and 
purge the blood, ) anddid they eat and 
arink wiſely, and live Joyfully, and avoid 

colds, 


time in the hardeſt Rudies , with little 
hurt ; (except here and there a melanch- 
ly or diſeaſed man. ) I doubt not but 
ſuch narratives as this, will tempt many a 
flothful ſenſual Scholar , to indulge his 


ſenſuality as the wiſer way; but at adying * 


hour he will find the difterence. O what 
a comfort-then is the review of a Holy, 
Heavenly well-ſpent life ! 

I have oft thought what the Reaſon is 
that among the Papiſts, if the lives of 
their Saints be deſcribed in the higheſt 
ſtrain, or their books have even unrea- 
ſonable pretenſions of devotion, even to 
the laying by of our underſtandings, or 
to a kind of Deification, (like Barbaxn- 
ſons, FBenediitns, de Benearftis, and dis 
vers others) it doth not offend men, but 
the vulger themſelves do glory in the ſan- 
Qity of them. Whereas if with us a 
man riſe higher in holineſs, and in devote 
contemplation,yea or aftion, than others, 
he is preſently the great eze-ſore and oblo- 
guy of the world, I mean of the envious 
and #»godly part , which 1s too great. 
But the reaſon I perceive is, that among 
the Papiſts, to bs a Religious] man is to 


be 


colds, they might beſtow the reſt of their 


be a Perfefief who doth more than is 
commanded him or is necceſary to falya- 
tion ; and ſo the people being taught that 
they may be ſaved without being ſuch 
themſelves, their ſpleen 1s not ſtirred up 


- againſt them, as the troubles of their 


Conſciences peace 3 but they arc intreſ- 
ſed in their hononr, and being the honour 
of their way and Church: But with us 
men are taught that they mult be Religi- 
ous themſelves in fincerity if ever they 
Will be ſaved, and that without Holi- 
neſs none (hall ſee God, and that they 
are not ſincere if they defire not to be per- 
fet : Ando they that will not be god- 
ly themſelves, do think that the lives of 
the godly do condemn them. 

I write notthis to caſt any diſgrace on 
the true Hiſtory of any holy mens lives : 
Nor ſhall it ever be my employment to 
reproach or hide Gods Graces 1n any, nor 
to make men belicve that they are 
worſe than they are. Whoever re- 
vile me for it, I will magnihe and love 
that of God which appearcth in any 
of his ſervants, of any ſe& or party what- 
ſeyer. When 1 read ſuch: writings as 
old Gerſon, Gl. Parifineſics, and divers 
others, 


others, and ſuch as Foſ. Accofls and ſome 
other Jeſuits, and ſuch lives as Nerins's 
and Mr. de Rent# s,&c. I cannot but think 
that they had the ſpirit of God, and the 
more do I hate all thoſe miſchievous en: 
ines, additions and ſingularities, which 
divide ſo many Chriſtians in the world, 
who have the ſame Spirit, and will not 
ſuffer us to hold the unity of the ſpirit in 
the bond of of peace. O unhappy pre- 
tended Wiſdom, and Oxthodoxneſs in the 
holding of our ſeveral opinions, is the 
knowledge that puffeth up, and hath bred 
the pernicious tympanite of the Church, 
when it is Charity that edifzeth it ; And 
the more men glory in their dogmatical 
knowledge, to the contempt and hurt of 
ſuch as differ from them, 'the leſs they 
know as they ought to know. And if 
any man have knowledge enough ro 
kindle in his ſoul the Love of God, the 
ſame is known and loved of God, and 
then he will prove that wiſe man indeed, 
kt death and to Eternity, x Cor. 8. 1, 2, 3. 
Reader, Learn by this Hiſtory to place 
thy Religion in love and praiſe, and a 
heavenly life. Learn to keep ſuch com- 


munion with God, and to'find fuch cm- 
| ployment 


ployment with thy heart by medication, 
as thy frenmerh, and optrtanity, and other 
duties will allow thee: ( for Iurge thee 
tono more) Learn hence to thirft afrer 
the good of iouls, and to fill up thy 
hours with ſruittulduty ! And O that 
we could herc learn the hardeſt lefſon, to 
Jet abovethe love of life, and to over- 
come the fears of death, and to long to 
ſce the clory of Chrift, and triumphant- 
ly to paſs by Joy to Joy. Obleſſed world 
of holy ſpirits ! whoſe nature, and work, 
and happineſs is Love: not Love of Car- 
wal-(elf, and Iztereſt, and Parties, which 
here maketh thoſe ſeek our deftrution 
moſt, who have the higheſt efteem of our 
knowledge and ſincerity ( as thinking our 
diſſent will moſt efteRually croſs their 
partial Intereſt : ) Butthe Loveof God 
in Himſelf and in his Saints, checked by 
no ſin; hindred by no diftance, darkneſs, 
deadneſs or diſafte&ion : diverted by 
no carnal worldly baits; tempted by no 
moms or afflictions; damped by no 
cars of death, nor of any decaics or cef- 
ſation through Eternity. To tcach me 
better how to live and die, in Perth, 
Hope ane Love, is that for which 1 read 

this 


this narrarive 3 and that thot maiſt learn 
the ſame is the end of my commending it 
to thee! The Lord teach it effeRual to 


thee and me. Amen. 


RICHARD BAXTER. 


Auguſt 28, 
1672. 


/ 
F 


ON $f 04 £40 029 236 83 £6 899 EO WY he 09 ln WY GR I Fe 
%43 (iv ob2 £06 43 06 69 06 86 60 69 SG Be a] Bp HY £69 


To the Relations of Mr. 


James Zaneway, and the Survi- 
vors of his Aflociates in Hlings 


& Colledge in Cambridge. 


Beloved Friends, 


Y own mean eſteem of the ſingle 
weight of that Teſtimony expetted 
from me concerning my dear Bro- 
ther on the accouyt of my intima- 
cy with him in Kings Colledye ( the known me. 
morable paſſages of whoſe exemplary life and 
death are now bappily compiled and publiſhed 

for your ſpecial peruſal ) moves me to call 518 
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a twofold recommendation thereof from - yout to 
thoſe that knew him not, who being canfirmed in 
the eruth of this Narrative, may thereby be wont 
to believe, admire and emulate the ſional gruce 

of God in him. a 
I. That remembring ſo much thereof your 
ſelves, and what opporotnity I bad of know- 
zns the certainty of all : you would aſſure th:ſe 
wio may enznre of you; That the impa-ti- 
al cowpiler hath kept within the bounds of trith 
and ſobriety in proſecution of his honeſt aims, 
ro advance the glory of Gods rich mercy to 
tris Yhoſun veſſel, and by reviving whit re- 
2411s he could colletF of this burning a* well 
as ſhinins lizht C alaſs how ſoon extwilt! } to 
awaken and quicken the formal profeſſors, if 
he may net izduce the profane ſcofjers of this 
ane, 10 4 more ſerions ſtudy and improvement 
of theſe invi/ible Realities, the clear evidence 
aud pre; ful influence whereof , our good friend 
did ſo abundantly caperience. The tmh « , 
the Traviſcriber ( though beſt accompliſhed , 
and moſt inwardly acquainted with what, 
miahe rond:ce thereto) doth and could not 
but fall ſrt of declaring the tranſcendent ex- 
cellencies of this ſublime ſoul and precious Saint, 
whiz till roward bis end, when his heart was 
too full to hold in what could be uttered ) 
were much concealed cyen to thoſe who knew 
bim bit, by reaſon of his great humility and 
modeſty, T beſe diſpsjed him rather to recevve 
than communicAaie , cxvept where he had no £ex- 
peftations 


peltatons of the former, and either familiar 
snrercourſe ingaged, or the apprebended exigens 
cy of thoſe his heart was drawn out to in 
Chriſtian love and compaſſion, conſtrained to 
the latter. Yet many of thoſe precious ſtreams 
that did flow from him we muſt lament the loſs 


- Z » through default of careful recectvers or 


aithful retainers, He was of clear intelleR&u- 
als and a large heart both for craving and 
comprehending what was worthy his perſuit : 
which being happily tmproved by his education, 
and timely ſeaſoned with a ſpiritual ſavour of 
Goſpel myſteries ( for obtaining of which be 
had then with others, choiſe advantages) was 
a preat help to his proficiency in acquaintance 
with the wital exerciſes and ſoul ſatisfying en- 
Joyment of the divine life, above not only his 
equals, but ſeniors and inſtruttors, He was 
much diſſatisfied with himſelf under any decays 
or abatements, till he could ( if not alone, by 
#mploring the aſſiſtance of Chriftian friends ) 
recover what be ſometime had had ſuch ſweet 
experience of. And not content with any at- 
rainments, was ſlill preſſing on to what his 
proſpelt in the promifes, encouraged by his hap- 
py prelibations, afſured him was attainable. 
He was to this end a chearful embraces and 
diligent tmprover of ſpiritual opportunities, ex- 
aft in bc AE woiry 4 wreſtling, 
( and very prevalent) with God in prayer , 
and with hinelf in hs ſolitudes , ſtriving to 
diſentangle his beart from what might divert 
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bis holy ambition, and to raiſe it to the high- 
eſt attivity and capacity for glorifying and 
enjoying God in Chriſt , for the excellency f 
the knowledge of whom he accounted all infe- 
riour attainments but loſs. What he had taſted 
and ſeen, he was gricved to ſee others neglett, 
dejirous to bring others to experience, by earneſt 
conmending them to God, deſigning with himſelf, 


and contrwving with bis ſpiritual confidence what 


n49 bt conduce thereto. 

He had a true ſympathy with thoſe that were 
bound with him Heaven-ward. Their preſſures 
and conflitts, were his burdens: His prayers and 
counſels, their ready aſſiſtants: ther refreſhments, 
his revivings : and their ſpiritual proficiency, his 
Joy. 

He was a ſecret and compaſſuunate mourner ; 
as in gencral for the worlds degeneracy, pre- 
rended Chriſtians unthank/ulucſs for the Goſpel, 
the hazaras run by innumerable precions ſouls ;, 
ſo eſpecially for the dreadful! apoſtacies of ſome ;; 
the then threatuing decay amd growing for 
mality of others: ſometime ſcemoly forward ; 
which brougat tz mgher touGed, and more tn- 
flancd his holy zeal, But Xbss chiefly Was CAY= 
ried out t» advance the power. of Religion in 
the family and perſons he was peculiarly rela- 
ged ro: apprehending there to lie bus beSt oppor= 
tunitics as well as flrongeſs obligations. Aud his 
jo ucceſ \ WAI VETY ENCOUYAPBUT , 

This ts part of what Tknew of him #n Cam- 
bricge, who refer you for farther reviewing your 
remembrance 


remembrance to the narrative. But both ht; 
ſpiritual rec: ay and expences were much in- 
creaſed tne tw laff years of his life, when 1 
bad not _ ao. cf pe ſonal converſe with 
bins Ard by r-aſon of our diſtance | and at 
that tire iancranc: of bis with , condition ) I was 
not ſo .1ppy as to [hat 47 he previleage of thoſe 
who had 1+ conventoncu of reuciiing bis laſt and 
ſwerreſ -eath. Theuen I ſoon after had the 
account  wn:l» thinss were j; oh in their me- 
m71es, and warm on ther nearts) from the 
ej* ane ear witneſſes, that ſome of them have 
new be:n induced romake more publick, But next 
ant 1::fl 'Y, 

:. 1 intreat you to recommend the truth of 
this narrative, by your faithful adhering to, and 
ai! igent proncting of what ſome of you learn- 
ed (rom bin;, and others profeſſed with him. 
7 hat by imititino his good example, ana im- 
proving his experiences with your lonver op- 
portunities , you may be ſuch proficients in Chri- 
ſtiarity, as fhining like linhrs your ſelves to 
hold forth the word of life for convincing the 
mncredulous : That the my ſeries of regenerati- 
on, a life of faith in Chriſt, the fruitful em- 
provements of union and communion with bin 
to 4 proſpicunus conformity to him, crucifixion 
to the world by his croſs, and be conver ſ, 11001 
with him in Heaven while on earth ( therein 
propoſed , herein exemplified ) be na figments . 
but oreat realities, no ſlight matters, but 0 
oreateſt conſequence : nat ſuch ſingularities , 

(a 3) b ut 
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but that others according to their meaſure, ta- 
king the like courſe, may be experimentally ac- 
quaintcd with the ſurpaſſing ſweetneſs of an in- 
tereſt therein. And the rather am 1 bold to 
inireat this of you, becauſe I was privy to his 
fouls concern, for the concernments of your 
ſouls. How paſſionatly he deſired to fee Chriſt 
formed in you, and rejojced at any widence 
thercof. How earneFtly he would pray for you all ; 
and eſpecially ſor thoſe he had more occaſion to deal 
with, or cauſe to be jealous of. How affelted 
he was with your dangers and ſnares, And 
wat 4 deſire he had you might ont-ſtrip himſelf, 
who could net take rp bis reſt on this ſide Heaven, 
The good Lord help every one of us to ſhew 
the ſame diligence to the full aſſureance of hope 
to the end, that we may not be Pn but fol- 
lowers of them who by faith and patience inherit 
the p; omiſes. 

[ have one farther requeſt, that you would 
purſue by your moſt earneſt Jupplications the 
deſion of publiſhing this narratwe, that God 
word make it proſperous to the pious ends there- 
in propoſed, and jor which 1 hope in his provi- 
derice it is reſerved now for publick view.  Eſpe- 
cially that it may provoke to holy emulation ; not 
only thoſe who were more peculiarly endeared to 
our pretionus Friend by natural or ſpiritual bonds; 
( And that if any of theſe be fallen from their 
firſt love, they may be excited to repent, do 
ther firſt works, and ſtrengthen the things 
that remain; leſt having becun in the ſpirit, 

| they 
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for ever and ever. Wherein you may expett the beat - 


they wretchedly end in the fleſh, and draw back. 
zo perdition ) but alſo, ſome at leaſt of them that 
ſueceed in the Chambers and Studies, which ſome- 
time were ſanitified with the word and prayer, by 
thoſe that ſingly and joyntly ( as Bhamber fellows 
and Colleagues ) earneZtly implored the divine 
benedittion on thoſe two royal foundations he was 
member of : That the God of the ſpirits of all flefl 
would make then: fruitful nurſeries of ſuch as might 
be eminent inſtrments of Gods glory here, and turn- 
ing many to rirhteouſneſs, might ſhine as the ſtars 


ft} Concurrence of 
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Your real Fricnd, 


Samuel Borfet. 
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BEET PEBERTS: F773, 


T be T eftimony of Mr. Mar- 


madule Tennant $ ents Mi- 
nifter of Tharfield in Harttord- 


ſhire.an intimate acquaintance of 


Mr. -John Janeways, and one 
that was a conſtant viſitor of him 
in his ſickneſs, and an eye and ear 


witneſs of the moſt ſubſtantial 


things in this — Narrative. 
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Chriſtian Reader, 

77 Can allure thee from my own 
2 knowledge, that this Mr. John 
58 fJaneway was an excellent PEr= 
Com, 1n reſpeCt of his natural parts, 
acquired gitrs, and divine graces, 


7 


wherewith his_ heavenly Father 


adorned 
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adorned him. (.. confidering-- his 
age | even far aboye' the ording- 
ry rate of the beſt ſort of Scho. 
lars and Chriſtians : All: which he 
exceedingly improved : for the 
good of others ( eſpecially in his 
neer Relations, both in health 
and ſickneſs, even to the laſt hour 
of: his life. and when the im- 
mediate forerunners of death” was 
upon him, he ſo atted faith and 
compoſedly., : ( without the leaſt 
ſhew of humane frailty ) as if 
with bodily eyes he ſaw the ho- 
ly Angels ftanding before him, 
ready to receive and carry his 
pretious ſoul into his Fathers 
glory. Verily - he was moſt 
lovely in his life, and yet more 
lovely at Is death , the likel ne- 
yer beheld neither before nor 

ſince 


FT YR —_— 


fince, And I doubt not but the 
{erious conſideration of this nar- 
rative of his life and death, will 
( through Gods bleſtivg ) beyet 
A zealous imitation of this _Saint 
indee], in every good Chriſtian 
which reads the ſame; which 
that it may do, is the hearty 
prayer of thy friend in the Lord 
Jeſus, 


Marmaduke Tennant, 


Miniſter of the 
Goſpel. 


Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Reader, 


Hen If*riouſly conſider 

V how much Atheiſm, 
and impiety abounds; 

and ſee how ſenſual delights arepur- 
ſued, and Religion in its power 1s re- 
qefted, as a dull ſad aud unpleaſant 
thing; when {ſee zeal decried as un- 
neceſſary,and few acting inthe things 
of God, as if t hey were indeed matters 


of the higheſt conſequence,reality and 
, ſubſtance, the greate$ profit, and 


ſmweete$ pleaſure : 1 could not but do 
what in me lies to refifie theſe di(- 
mal mi$takes, and juſtifie wiſdom 


ho” from 


from the imputation of folly : and de- 
monſtrate even toſenſe the tranſcen- 
dent excellency and reality of Invi- 
ſubles. The proſecution of which de- 
fign I could not more effefnally ma- 
zage , than by the preſenting this 
inſuing narrative to the world, As 
for the truth of it ,, if the ſolemn 
teſtimony of ſeveral Miniſters (which 
were eye and ear witneſſes of the moſ 
ſubſtantial things here preſented) 
may be credited; herethou haſt three 
of them. As for my ſelf [ think I had 
as oreat an advantage to acquaint 
my ſelfwith the ſecret practices ofthis 
pretious Saint, as any one could well 
have ; beſides my dearesS? intimacy, 
and ſpicial jobſervation and peruſal 
of his papers, I had a long account 
from his own mouth upon his death- 
bed of kis ſecret and conſtant practice 
and bis experiences. And let me tell 


Jou, 


you, the halfis not told you. For the 
treachery of my memory hath not a 
little injured thee and him. Had 
this work been done exactly, TI am 
p-r(waded it might have been ſo fine 
ular uſe tothe world, ln ſome pla- 
ces | could not juStly word it in his 
»hraſe;but Iaſſure thee thou ha$Tthe 
n#tter.«::{ rb$ance. The weakneſs 


7 the Relator is no (mall diſaduan- 


tage to 3) ſubject ; but 1 might aq 
"tele mv w77 this, by telling thee that 
? thin 357 one living bad the 
{ame 06791 742ity in allthings to do 
thiswr% os { had. Imight alſo tell 


you tha: fome Reverend, Learned and 
Holy men, whoſe authority and re- 
quesF I could not deny, put me upon 
it. And 1 was not altogether without 
ſome hopes of drawing ſome, ta the 
love and liking of Religion, that bad 
not only been rangers to the life and 
power 


power of it, but it may be had ens | 
tertained deep prejudices again$ it. 
And of quickning of others that had 

boft their former vigour ; and encou- 
raging ſome that were too ready to go 
on beavily and diſponding. If Imay 
ſucceed in this d ſhall adore the good. 
neſs of God, and praiſe; bim with the 
ſtrength of my ſoul, That [may be 
ſabſerwient to the Lord in promoting 
the true intreſt of Religion: I beg thy 
feruant and conStant prayers; and 
that every one that readeth may imi-. 
tate and experience all,and ſo be fil- 
led with grace and peace.js the pray- 
er of yours in his deareſt Lord, 


James Janeway, . 
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CHAP. I. 


An Account of him from his C bildhood torbe ſe 
venteenth year of his Age. 


R. John Janeway was born Anno 1633. 

Oftob. 27. of Religious Parents, in 

M Lylly, in the County, of Hertford. He' 
ſoon. gave his Parents the hone of 

much comfort, and the ſymptoms of ſomething 
= more than ordinary quickly appeared in-himgfo 
that ſome which ſaw'this Chil4 much feared that, 
his life would be but ſhorr,qthers hoped that, God, . 

! had ſomerare piece of work 40,do by or for this 
| Child before he dicd ; he n__ that —_— 
0 
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(2) 

of them were much miſtaken in their conjecture 
concerning him, He ſoon out-ran his ſupert- 
ours for age in /earning. And it-was thought 
by no incompetent Judges that- for pregnacy of 
wit , ſolidity- of judgment, the vaſtneſs of his 
sneellettuals, and the greatneſs of his memory, 
that he had no ſuperiours, few. equals conſidering 
his.age and education. . 

-He was initiated in the Carine twmgue by hy 
own Father; afterward he was' brought up ſor 
ſometime at Paxls School in London, where hc 
made a conſiderable proficiencie in Larine, ana 
Greek under the care of Mr. Langly When 
he was-about eleven years old he took a great 
fancy to Arithmerick and the Hebrew tongue. 

Abcut this time his Parents removing into a 
little Viſlage called Aspoden, had the opportuni- 
ty of having this their Sor inſtructed, by a learn- 
ed neighbeur who was pleaſed to count it a plea- 
ſant diverſien, to read Mathematicks to him,.be- 
ing then about twelve ycars old; and he made 
ſuch progreſs in thoſe profound ſtudies; that 
he read Owghthred with underſtanding, before 
he was thirteen years old. A perſon of quality, 
hearing of the admirable proficiency of this Boy, 
ſent-for him up to London, and kept him with 
him for ſome time, to Read Mathematicks to 
him ; that which made him the more to be ad- 
mired was, that he did what he did with the 


f 


greateſt facility, He had no ſmall skfll in Mu-- | 


ſick, and other concomitants of Mathematicks. 


In 
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In the year 1646. he was choſen by that 
Learned Gentleman, Mr. Rows, the Provoſt of 
Eton Colledge one of the foundation of thag 
Shool being examined by provoſt: and poſrers in 
the Hebrew tongue, which was thought was be- 
yond preſident, Where he gave no unſuitable 
returns to the high expectations that were cont- 
ceived of him. ih 1p 
After a little continuance at Eton he obtained 
leave of his Maſter to go to Oxford to perfect 
himſclf in the ſtudy of Adarbemaricks, where 
being owned by that great Scholar Dr. Ward, 
one of the Profeſſors of the Univerſity, he ave 
tained toa ſtrange exactneſs in that ſtudy, no- 
thing being within the reach of a #wan, but he 
would undertake and graſp. That great Doftor 
gave him great help and incouragement,-and 
looked upon him as one of the wonders of his ape, 
loved him dearly, and could for ſome time a 
his death ſcarce mention his name. without tears. 
When he had ſpent about a quarter of a. year 
with Dr. Ward at Oxford, he wds commanded 
to return again to Eron, where he ſoon gave 
proof of his great impreveinceut of his; time 
while he was abſent ; by making an Almanacky 
and calculating of the Eclipſes for many years 
before hand ; ſo that by this time he had *rhany* 
ezes upon him as the glory of the School. . That 
which pur an accent upon his real. worth w 


. that he did not diſcover the leaſt afftgtion 


or. ſelf-conceit , neither. did: any dilcrrnabli 
pride attend theſe A Sy that eygry 
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| (4) | 
one took more notice of his payts than himſelf. 
iAtabout ſeventeen years old he was choſen to 
Kings Colledge in Camebridge, at which time 
theElcfioners didieyen contend for the patro- 
nageof this Scholar. He was choſed firſt that 
year, and an elder brother of his in jcthe fixth 
place z but he was very willing'to change places 
with his elder brother ; letting him have the 
firſt; and thankfully accepting of the ſixth place. 
i Beſides his great learning, and many other 
ornaments of nature, his deportment.was ſo 
ſweet and lovely, his demeanour ſo courteous 
and obliging,even when he ſeemed unconverted, 
that he wk be vile with a witneſs that did not 
tovehim. Yea many of them which had little 
trindnefs for morality , much leſs for grace ; 
could not but ſpeak well of him. His great 
wiſdom and learning did even command reſpec, 
where they did not find it : he had an excellent 
power over his paſſions, and was in a great mea- 
ſure free- from the vices which uſually attend 
fuch an age and place. | 
But all this while it is to be feared, that he 

vfderſtood little ofthe worth of Chriſt, and his 
own ſoul:; he ſtudied indeed the heavens, and 
kney the motion of the Sun, Moon, and Stars, 
but that was his higheft ; he thought yet but lit- 
tle'of God,' which made all theſe things, he 

ried but little into the motions of his own 

art; he did not as yet much buſic himſelf, in 

the ſerious obſervation of the wandring of his 
ſpirit;- the Creature had not yet: led him to the-. 
ev , Creator ; © 
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(s)) 
Creator; but he was ſtill tooready to take up 
with meer ſpeculation; but God,who from alle. 
ternity, had choſeri him to be one of thoſe, wha 
ſhould ſhine as the Sun in the Firmament for 
ever in glory; did when he was about cighteen 
years old, ſhine in upon his ſoul with power; 
and cid convince him what a poor thing it-was 
to know ſo much of the heavens and, neyer 
come there. And that the greateſt knowledge in 
the world without Chriſt, was but an empty dry 
buſineſs, He now thought Mr. Bolten had forne 
reaſon on his ſide, when hefaid ; ** Give methe 
© moſt magnificent glorious worldling ,  thas 
* ever trod upon earthly mould, richly crowned 
« with all the Ornaments and excellencies of na- 
© ture, art, policy, preferment, or what heart 
&© can with beſides; yet without the life of graces 
© to animate and ennoble them; he were t0 the 
«eye of heavenly wiſdom, but as a rottelcate 
&* caſe, ſtuck over with flowers; magnified dung, 
& -vilded rottenneſs, golden damnation,. He 
began now to be of Anaxagoras's mind, that his 
work upon earth, it was to ſtudy Heaven and to 
get thither, and that except a man might be ad- 
mitted to greater preferment. than this workd 
can beſtow upon. her favorites, it were ſcarte 
worth while to be born, 
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CHAP. II. 
Of his Converſion, with viſible proofs thereof+ 


HE great -work of Conver/ion, it was not 
«i carried on upon his ſoul, in that dreadful 
tmanner that it is upon ſome, that God intends 
to communicate much to, and make great uſe 
of; but the Lord was pleaſed, ſweetly to un- 
tock his heart, by the exemplary life, and Hea- 
venly and powerful diſcourſe, of a young man 
inthe Colledge, whoſe heart God had inflamed 
with love to his ſoul, he quickly made an at- 
tempr upon this hopeful young man, and the 
ſpirit of God did ſet home his counſels with 
fuch power, that they proved effectual, for his 
awakening;bcing accompanied with the Preach- 
ing of theſe two famous worthics,: Dr. H:ll, and 
Dr. Arrowſmith, together with the reading ſe- 
_ parts of Mr. Baxters Saints Everlaſting 
Reſt. - 
Now a mighty alteration might caſily be de- 
fcerned in him, he quickly looks quite like ang- 
ther man. He is now ſo much taken vp! with 
things above the Moon and Stars, that he had liz- 
tle leiſure to think of theſe things, anly as the 
pointed higer. He began now not to taſt ſo —_ 
ſweetneſs in thoſe kind of ſtudies, which he did 
ſo greedily imploy himſelfin formerly. He now 
begaa to picy them which were curious in their 
inquiries 
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(7) 
inquiries after every thing but that which is 
moſt ncedful to be known,Chr:ſt andThemſelves, 
and that which ſometimes was his gain, he now 
counted loſs for Chrz/#, yea doubtleſs he eſteem- 
ed all things but as dung and droſs in compariſon 
of Chriſt, and defire4 to know -nothing bur: 
Chriſt and him crucified. Not that he looked. 
upon humanc learning as uſeleſs: but when 
fixed below Chriſt, and not improved for Chriſt; 
he looked upon wiſdom as folly, and learning 
as madneſs, and that which would make one 
more like the Devil, more fit for his ſervice, and 
put a greater accent upon their miſery in ano- 
ther world. 

Mr. Janeway now bcgins to caſt about how he 
might beſt improve what he did already know, 
and turn all his ſtudies into the right chanel ; 
grace did not take him off from, but made him 
more diligent and ſpiritual in his ſtudy. And 
now Chriſt was at the end and bottom of every 
thing; how did he plot and contrive how he 
might moſt expreſs his love and thankſulneſs to 
him who had brought him out of darkneſs into 
his marvellous light; to this end he ſent up and 
down packets of divine letters, in which he did 
diſcourſe ſo ſubſtantially and experimentally of 
the great things of God, that it would not at all 
have unbecome ſome gray head to have owned 
what he did writc. 

He was not in a little like young Elihu, whoſe 


| words heuſed to excuſe his freedom with per- 


fons of years, whoſe ſouls he did dearly pity. 
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He ſaid days ſhould ſpeak, and multitude of years 


ſbonld teach wiſdom, but there is a ſpirit in a man, 
and the inſpiration of the Almighty giveth them un- 
derſtanding ; I am full of matter, Te ſpirit with- 
in me, (conſtraineth me, behold my belly 5s as 
wine which hath no vent, it is ready to burſt like 
new bottles, I will ſpeakthat 1 may be refreſhed,&C. 
O then how ſweet was the favour of his graces ! 
He could not but ſpeak the things which he had 
feen.and heard, and even invite all the world ts 
taſte and ſee how good the Lord was. 

He began firft with his Relations, begging 
and wooing of them to think of their precious 
and immortal ſouls, and tolay in ſpeedy pro- 
viſions for a death-bed, and eternity. O with 
what' compaſſion did he plead the cauſe of 
Chriſt with their ſouls! what Pathetical expreſ. 
fions did he uſe, what vehement expoſtulations, 
how frequent, how particular in his applications 
to them? O with what gravity and majeſty 
would he' ſpeak of the myſteries of the Goſpel ! 
- Read what his language was ( when he was 
between eighteen and 7ineteen years old) ina 
Letter to an antiene Miniſter that he ſtood rela- 
ted to, who at that-time walked very heavily. 
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His Letter. 


Reverend Sir, 


T Here are two things, the want of which, 
have bad xperience of in your Family , 
though not in every degree; yet in that intenſe- 
neſs of degree wherein they ought to be; which 
are the rea! power of Godlineſs and Religion ; 
and then that which is the fruit of the former, 
that chearfulneſs, delight, ſpiritual joy and ſe- 
renety of mind which is to be had in Religion 
and no where elſe; and that not in Religion 
in vts weakeſt degrees, but in a real wiger , 
power and life, and in a more cloſe conſtant 
walking with God; from a tender ſenſe 
the worth of ſouls , eſpecially thoſe of your family; 
and knowing the duty which my relation to it 
doth lay xpon me, and beving confidence of their 
well acceptance of 1t; I bave undertaken to open 
my thoughts unto them. 

In moſt Families in England 7 fear there 
is neither the form nor the power of Godlineſs, 
where there is no fear of Ged, no regard of 
him, no atting under him or in reference to 
him. Theſe are in my opinion twice dead, nay 
nor ſo much as baving the dead carcaſe of Re- 
{gon : objelts of pity they are, and O how few 


- there that ſpend one paſſionate theught upon 
on. * | 


Others 
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Others there are who ſome way or other, it 
may be from tradition from good Parents, it 
may be from knowing the faſhion of thoſe in 
their rank_; it may be from the frequent inculta- 
ring of good inſtrultions from Chriftian Friends, 
or Godly Miniſters , or ſome ſtrugling er upts- 
ens of Conſcience; have gotten the outward 
buskor fhell of Relinion ; without any kernel, or 
ſolidity at all: and this generation doth nſualtly 
truſt to this their Religion ;, that it will bring 
them to a plact like a Dering place im Heaven, 
or keep them out of Hell; though they live with- 
out God in the World. Theſe are poor creatures 
too; making haſte to their own deſtruftion, and 
know it not, yea thinking that they are in a fair 
way for Heaven. O that there were never a Fa- 
mily ro which we are related which gave too ſad 
cauſe of fear , that it were in ſuch a caſe, or 
weer ſuch a caſe as this is. A- third ſort of 
people there are ( and but few of theſe neither ) 
which have the reality of Religion , but yet in 
much weakneſs, coldneſs, faintneff, dimneſs and 
sntermiſſion ; like Nilus's brood above balf mud 
ſtill ; beginnins to have ſome life in their 
head, a little in their heart, but thefees of therr 
affettions and attions have little or no motion. 
And where ſhafl we find a Chriſtian that is got 
any higher than this , yea that doth in good ear- 
neft ftrive to get any higher Now there are 
hioher attainments to be reached after ; there 
x 4 having our Converſation in Heaven while 
we are upon Earth, neither doth this _ in 
ome 


a 


C223; 
ſome weak, diſconrſes about God, Heaven and 
the things of Religion, it conjifts- not tn the meer 
praying twice a day, and in keeying the Sab- 
bath in an uſual manner in its order, ut conſt 
not ina few tnoughts of Religious objeits come-+ 
ing into the mind in a common Way and as eaſie 
ly got as loſt. But true Relegion raiſeth the 
ſoul to longings, hungrings and thirftings. not 
without ſome enjoyments. Religion in power 1s 
to att for God with ſtrength, vigor, earneſtneſs, 
intenſeneſs, delight, cheerfulneſs, ſerentty and 
calmneſs of mind, The fruits of the [pirit are 
Joy #n the Holy GhoSt and Peace : fear, diſqui- 
et and terrors are uſually the intreduttion to a 
better ſtate, but they are net of the efſentials 
of Religion, yea the contrary frame of ſpirit 


4s to be ſtriven for. To ſpeak, yet more 


plainly and totell you, Honoured Sir, what fears 
and jealouſies are, with reverence tp your ſelf, 
and tender afettion to all your family, I fear 
that you your ſelf are ſubjeft to tov many de- 


ſponding melancholy thoughts. The cauſes where- 
of give me leave with ſubmiſſion 10 gueſs at. 


T he fixſt 1 think may be your refleting on your 
entrans -- upon \the miniſtry without that reve- 
xencs, Care, holy zeal for God,” love to Chriſt 
and. - compaſſion to ſouls, which 1 required of 
every oxe that undertakes that holy office ; 1t may 
be there was rather a reſpett to your own lvoing 


. inthe world than of living to God in the world, 
. be #t thus, be it not as bad, or be it worſe ;, the 
remedy * the ſame. Theſe have 4 wonarins 


power 
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power in them, which will be felt to be gyie: 
vous, when felt as they are in ani, 
commual ſorrow and jad thoughts do keep this 
wound open too long, and are not available to 
the baving of it cured. Wounds indeed muſt 
be firſ® opened that they may be cleanſed, they 
wuſt be opened, that their filth may be diſcover- 
ed: in reference to a purging and healing ; but 
wo longer than the balm of Gilead is ro be apply- 
ed, that they ma} be healed. And when Chriſt 
5s made uſe of aright be leaueth joy and comfort, 
Jet a conſtant humility of ſpi- it 35 no way incon (fe. 
ent with this peace of God. 

A ſecond cauſe of your heavineſe way be 4 
ſenſe of the ſtate of the people which God bath 
committed to you, and indeed who can but mourn 
over people in ſuch a condition, objeits of pity 
they are, and the more becauſe they pity nor 
themſelves. I have often wreſtled with God 
that he would direft you in what is your duty 
concerning them, which 1 perſwade my ſelf #s 
your earneft requesF. Now if after your ſer- 
ons examining of your ſelf what your Conſcience 
doth conclude to be your duty, you do it, and 
ſee on do it ;, you are then to reſt upon God 
for bis effeftual working. Let not any think, 10 
be nere merciful than God, for wherein he doth, 
he goes beyond his bounds : and this'is no more 
cauſe of heavineſs to you than the oppoſition 
that the Apoſtles found at any time was, who 
not withſtending rejoyced in tribulation, Ana- 


ther canſe of heavineſs may be what diviſions 
: are 


v 
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are between your ſelf and ſome of your Relati- 
ons. O that a ſpirit of meeckyeſs and wiſdom 
might remove all cauſe of ſorrow far that. 
But were the power of Godlineſs more in hearts 
and Families , all the cauſes of ſuch trouble 
would ſoon be removed , there would be leſs 
that would deſerve reprehenſion, and there 
would be a fittedneſs of ſpirit to give and 
bear reproof , to gove in meekneſs and ren- 
derneſs, and to bear in bumility, patience and 
thankfulneſs. Some cares and thoughts you 
may have concerning your Family when you 
are gone. But let Faith and former experi- 
ence teach you to drive away all ſuch thoughts, 
Your conſtitution and ſolitarmeſs may alſo be 
ſome cauſe of melancholy; but there is a 
which if it were exerciſed would diſpel all; 
which tis heavenly meditation, and comempla- 
tion of the things which true Chriſtian Religi- 
on tends to. If we did but walk, cloſely with 
God one hour in 4 day in this duty, O what in- 
fluence wonld #t have into the whole day beſides, 
and duly performed into the whole life. This 
duty with the uſefulneſs, manner and direfti- 
on, &c, 1 knew in ſeme meaſure before, bus 
had it more preſſed upon me by Ar. Baxters 
Sainfs Everlaſting Reſt, that can ſcarce be 
overvalued, for which 1 bave cauſe for ever te 
bleſs God. As for your dear Wife., 1 fear the 
cares and trowbles of the world take off ber 
wand too much from walking with God ſo cloſer 
ly. as ſhe ought to do, and from that tarneſt 5n- 

Aeavour 
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deavour after higher degrees of grace.  Þ.com* 
mend therefore ts her all this excellent Duty 
of Meaitation ; It is a butter ſweet Duty , bit- 
ter to corrupt nature , but ſweet to the Regene- 
rate part, if performed. 1 intreat her and your 
ſelf, yea 1 charge it upon you with humility 
and tenderneſs , that God have at leaſt balf an 
hour allowed him in a day for this exerciſe : 
O this moſt precious Soul-rasſing , Soul-raviſh- 
ing , Soul-perfeting duty ! T ake this from your 
dear Friend , as (poke with reverence, and real 
love, and faithfllneſs. My fear and jealoujie 
left I ſhould ſpeak in vain, maketh me ſay 
again; 1, or God by me , doth charge this upon 
on. 
: One more direition let me give, that none 1 
your family ſati:sfie themſelves in family praper. 
But let every one twice a day , if it may be poj- 
ſible, draw near to God in ſecret duty. Here 
ſecret wants may be laid open; here great mer- 
cies may be beoged with great n——_ bere 
what wandrinss and coldneſs was in family-du 
ty may be repented of and mended. Thus « the 
way to get ſeriouſneſs, reality, ſincerity, chear- 
fulneſs in Religion : and thus th: joy of the Lord 
may be your ſtrength. Let thoſe which know 
their-duty do it;, if any think, it not @ neceſſa- 
ry duty , let them fear left they loſe the moſt ex- 
cellent help for a holy, uſeful , joyful life w- 
der the aſſiſtance of Gods Spirit, whilſt they — 
teit that which - they think unneccſſary. Taks 
ſome of theſe direttions from ſincere —_ , 

ome 
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ſome from my own experience , and all ſrom a 
real and compaſſionate deſire of your joy and 
comfort : The Lord teach you in this, and in 
the reſt. 1 intreat you never to reſt labouring 
till you have attained to true ſpiritual joy, and 

ace in the Lord. The God of Peace yive 
you bis dir«tion , and the foretaſts of his com- 
forts in this life , and perfetiion in eternal life, 
in the enjoying of infinite holineſs, purity, and 
excellencie through Chriſt. Thus praying , 1 
reſt 


In another Letter te a Reverend Friend that 
had the care of many Children, he thus. ad- 
viſeth. Is. 


Sir; 
Y OUR Charge is great upon a Temporal 
Account , but greater upon a Spiruual:; 
many Souls bring committed to your charge : 
Out of an earneſt deſire of the good of Souls, and 
your own joy and peace, 1 importunately reque$þ; 
that you would have a preat Care of your chil- 
dren , and beoften dropping 1m ſume wholeſome 
admonitions ;, and this I bumbly , with ſubmſſicn 
ro your judgment in it , commend to you; not te 
admoniſh them always altogether , but like« 
wiſe privately one by one , not letting the veſt 
know of is. Wherein you may pleaſe to preſs 
wpon them their natural corruptsan.,. thety -ne- 
Ceſſuy of Regeneration, the Excellency of | Chriſt, 
and how unſpeakghly lovely «. is to ſee young 


ones 
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ones ſetting out for Heaven. This way Ithink_ 
may 46 moſt good , baving bad experience of it 
my ſelf in ſome ſmall meaſure ; God grant that 
all may work_ for the edifying of thoſe which 
are committed to you. I leave you under the pro- 
teftion of him that hath loved us, and given him- 


ſelf tor ns. 


Thus you ſee how he ſeemed ſwallowed up 
with the affairs of another world, 
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CHAP. 111. 


Hit Carriage , when Fellow of the Colledge, at 
twenty years of Age. 


Wy Hen he was about twenty years old, he 
| was made Fellow of the Colledge, 
which did not a little advance thoſe noble pro- 
zets which he had in his head for the promo. 
ting of the intereſt of the Lord Chriſt. Then 
how ſweetly would he inſinuate into the young 
ones, deſiring to carry as many of them as poſ- 
fibly he could along with him to Heaven : Ma- 
ny attempts he made upon ſome of the ſame 
houſe, that he might ſeaſon them with Grace, 
and animate and incourage thoſe which were 
looking towards Heaven. And as for his own 
Relations, never was there a more compaſhon*» 
ate and tender-hearted Brother. How many 
rm_ Letters did he ſend-to them 2.and. 

ow did hefollow them with prajers aud 7 rai | 
| : tnat 


- 
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that they might.prove ſucceſsful how frequent- 
ly would he addreſs himſelf to them in private ! 
and how ready to improve providences and vi- 
fits that he might ſet them. home upon them ? 
How excellcnt would he ſet forth the beauty 
of Chriſt ! He earneſtly would perſwade them 
to inquire into the ſtate of their ſouls. How 
would he indeavour to bring them off from 
ſandy foundations, and reſting upon their own 
righteouſneſs! In a word, he was fcarce content 
to.goto Heaven without, and through mercy 
he was very ſucceſsful amoug his.own Relations, 
and the whole family ſoon ſavoured' of his 'fpiz 
rit; how were the. Children put.upon getting 
choice Scripture and their Catechiſms, and in- 
gaged in ſecret prayer and meditation, Father, 
Mother, Brethren, Siſters, Boarders were the 
better for his exccllent example and holy &x- 
hortations. He was a good Nurſe if not a ſpi- 
ritual Father to his natural Father, as you 
may read afterwards; and ſome of his Brethren 
have cauſe to bleſs God for ever, that ever they 
ſaw his face, and heard his words, and obſer- 
ved his converſation, which had ſo much of 
lovelineſs and beauty in it, that it could not but 
commend Religion to any that did take notice 
of it. He could freak in St. Pauls words,brethren. 
my hearts deſire, and prayer to God for you all is,that 
you way be ſaved. | 

x Read what his heart was in theſe following 
MCs, | 
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Diftance of place cannot at all leſſen that na- 
tural Bond whereby we are Conjoyned in blood, 
neither ought to leſſen than of love. Nay , 
where true love 1s ut cannot; for love towards 
you 1 ear only ſay this, that. 1 feel it better 
than I can expreſs tt ; as it 1s wont to be with 
all affeitions : but love felt , and not expreſſed, is 
lutle worth: I therefore deſire to make my love 
manifeſt in the beſt way I can. Let us look up- 
on one another not as Brethren only., but as Mem- 
bers of the ſame Body whereof Chriſt 5s the 
Head. Happy day will that . be wherein the 
Lord will diſcover that Union, let us therefore 
breathe and hunger after this, ſo that our clo- 
ſeſt knot may meet in Chriſt: if we are in 
Chriſt, and Chriſt in us, then we ſhall be one 
with one another. This ] know , you cannot com- 
plain for want of inſt -uttion , God hath not been 
to us 4 dry Wilderneſs » or a barrexs heath; you 
bave had Line upon Line , and Precept upon Pre- 
cept ; be hath planted you by the Rwvers of Wa- 
rer; it 4s the Lord alone inceed who maketh fruit- 
ful , but yet we are not to ſtand ſtill, and do no- 
thing. There is a Crown worth ſeeking for ; ſeek. 
therefore, and that earneſtly. O ſeek, by continu. 
al prayer , keep your ſou! in a prayins frame, this 
6s 4. great and neccſſary duty, nay, a high and. pre- 
cious priviledge. If thou canſt ſay. nothing, come 
and lay thy ſelf in an humble manner before the 
Lord.. You may believe me, for. 1 have through 
mercy experzenced what I ſay. There is more ſweect- 
ne/s to be got in one glimpſe of Gods love , than 
; ! an 
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” in all that the world can afford. O dobuttry; O 
taſte and ſee how good the Lord is. Get into a 
corner , and throw your ſelf down before the Lord, 
and bes of God to make you ſenſible of your lot 
undone ſtate by nature, and of the excellency and «. 

" neceſſity of Chriſt. Say , Lord, give me a broken 
heart , ſoften , melt me: Any thing in the world, 

fo I may be but inabled to value Chriſt, and be per- 
ſwaaed to accept of him, as he 5s tendred in the 
Goſpel. O that 1 may be delivered from the wrath 
to come; O a bleſſing for me , even for me, and re- 
ſolve not to be content till the Lord have in ſome 
meaſure anſwered you. O my bowels yern towards 
you , my beart works: O that you did but know 
with what aſſettion I write now to you, and what 

rayers and tears have been mingled with theſe 
lines! The Lord ſet theſe things home, and give. 
you an heart to apply them to your ſelf; the Lord 

« bleſs all the means that you enjoy , for his bleſſing 

#5 All in all. Give me leave to deal plainly, and to 
come yet a little cloſer to you, for 1 love yow 
ſoul ſo well, that I cannot bear the thoughts f/ the 
«ts oſs of 15. Know this, that there 8s ſuch a thing 
as the New birth , and except a4 man be born again, 
he cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven ; God: 
| auour us not to be recovered without it. This 
| New birth bath its Foundation laid in a ſenſe of 

fin, anda godly ſorrow for it , and a heart ſet a- 
w gainſt i ; without this there canbe no Salvation. 

Look, well about you , and ſee into your ſelf, and 

ther wilt ſee that thou art at Hells mouth with- 

out this firſt ſtep, and nothino but Free _ | 
2 An 
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and pure Aercy is between yon and the ſtate of 
the Devils. The Lord deliver us from a fecurt 
careleſs heart ! Here jou - a natural mans con: 
dition ; How dareſt thou then lye down in ſecurity ? 
O look, about for your Souls ſake. What ſhall I 
ſay , what ſhall 1 doto awdken your poor Soul ! 1 
ſay again , without repentance there ts no remiſſi. 
on ; aud repentance ut ſelf may loſe its labouy if 
ir be not in the right manner. Then tears, and 
groans , and prayers will not do without Chriſt ; 
moſt when they are convinced of ſin , and are un- 
der fears of Hell, run-to duty, and reform ſcme- 
thing ; and thus the wound is bealed , and by this 
thouſands fall ſhort of Heaven. For if we be not 
brought off from our ſelves, and our righteouſneſs, 
As well as our ſins , we are never like to be ſaved. 
We myſt ſee an abſolute need of a Cir and 
give our ſelves up to him, and count all but dun 
and droſs in compariſon of Chriſt s ite 
Look, therefore for mercy only in Chriſt , for his 
ſake relye upon Gods mercy. The terms of the Go- 
ſpel are repent and believe, gracious terms ! Mere 
cy for fetching , nay mercy for deſiring , xay for 
nothins but receiving. Deſt thou deſire mercy and 
grace , 1 know thou doſt, even this 55 the gift of 
God to deſire, bunger after Chriſt ;, let deſires put 
you upon endeavour , the work it ſelf is ſweet ; 
yea , repentance and mourning it ſelf hath more 
ſweetneſs 3n it , than all the Worlds comforts. 
Tpon repentance and believing comes Juſtification, 
after this Sanltification , by the Spirit dwelling in 
us. By this we come tobe the Children of God, to 
| e 


-— 


” 


(21) 

be made partahers of the Divine Nature, to lead 
new leves , to have a ſuitableneſs to God. It's un- 
worthy of a Chriſtian to have ſuch a narrow ſpi- 
Tit, as not to att for Chriſt with all ones heart, 
and ſoul, and ſtrength, and might. Be not aſha- 
med of Chrift , be not afraid of the frowns and 
Jeers of the wicked. Be ſure to keep a Conſci- 
ence void of offence, and yield by no means to any 
kzown (in; be much in prayer , #n ſecret prayer, 
and in reading the Scriptures : Therein are laid 
up the glorious Myſteries which are hid from ma- 
ny eyes. My preateft deſire is, that God would 
work_his own great work_in you. I deſire to ſee 
you net as formerly , but that the Lord would 
make me an inſtrument of your Souls geod-, for 
which { greatly long. 


A 
es 
—— 


CHAP. IV. 


His Particular] Addreſſes to his Brethren , for 
their Souls good, and the ſucceſs thereof. 


H* wrote many Letters of this nature, and 
defired oftentimes to be viſiting his Bre- 
thren, that he might particularly addreſs him- 
ſelf to them, and ſee what became of his Let= 
ters, Prayers, and Tears; and he was very 
watchful over them , ready to reprove and 


* convince them of ſin, and ready — 
0 


any beginnings of a. good work in them. To 
inftance in a particular or two. 
C3 One 
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One time perceiving one of his Brothers a- 


ſleep at Prayer in the Family, he preſently took 


occaſion toſhow him what a high contempt it 
was of Ged, what a little ſenſe ſuch a man muft 
have of his own danger, what dreadful hypo- 
criſfie , what a Miracle of Patience that he was 
ndt awakened in flames. After he had beeg a 
while affectionately pleading with him, it plea» 
ſed the Lord to ſtrike in with ſome power , and 
ro melt and ſoften his Brothers heart when he 
was about eleven years ol; ſo that it was to be 
hoped , that-then the Lord began favingly to 
work upon the heart of that Child : For from 
that time forward a conſiderable alteration 
might be diſcerned in him. When he percei- 
ved it, he was nota little pleaſed. This put hm 
upon carrying on the work, that Conviction 
might not wear off till it ended in Converſion, 
To this end he wrote to him , to put bim in mind 
/ what God had done for his Soul, begging of 

im not to reſt ſatisfied till he knew what a tho- 
row change and effeltual calling meant. 1 hope, 
faid he, that God bath a good work, to do in you, 
for you, and by jeu, yea, Thope he hath already be- 
unit. But O take not up with ſome beginnings, 
Fain deſires, lazy ſeekings; O remember your for- 
mer tears ; one may weep a little for ſin, and yet 
v0 to Hell for ſin, many that are under ſome ſuch 
work,” ſhake of the ſenſe of ſin, murder their Con- 
41410ns, and return again to folly. O ! take heed ! 
if any draw back., the Lord will take no pleaſure 
in them; bus I hope better things of you. _ 
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He would alſo obſerve how his Brethren car- 
ried it after Duty, whether they ſcemed to run * 
preſently to the World with greedineſs, as if 
Duty were a task , or whether there ſeemed to 
be an abiding impretlion of God, "and the things 
of (0d, Upon tucm, | 

His vehement love and compaſſion to Souls _ 
may be further judged of by theſe following 
expreſſions, which he uſed to one of his Relati- 
ons. After he had been ſpeaking tow infinite- 
ly it was below 4 Chri/t:an to purſue with gree- 
dineſs the things which will be but as gravet 
in the tecth , if we mind not the rich proviſion 
which 1s in our Fathers Houſe. O what folly 
is it to trifle in the things of od / but I hope 
better things of you; did I not hope, why 
ſhould I not mourn in ſecret for you, as one caſt 
out among the dead ? O what ſhould I do for 
you, but pour out my Soul like water, and give 
my God no reſt till he ſhould graciouſly viſit 

ou with his Salvation; till he caſt you down, 
and raiſe youup; till he wound you, and heal 
you again, 

Thus, what with his holy example,warm and 
wiſe exhortations , prayers, tcars, and ſecret 
groans, ſomewhat of the beauty of Religion 
was to be ſeen in the Family where he lived. 


C 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 


His great love to , and frequency in. the duty of 
Prayers : with remarkable ſucceſs. 


HE was mighty in Prayer , and his ſpirit 
was oftentimes ſo tranſported in it, that 
he forgot the weakneſs of his own body , and 
of others ſpirits: Indeed the acquaintance that 
he had with God was ſo ſweet', and his con- 
verſe with him ſo frequent, that when he was 
ingaged in duty, he ſcarce knew how to leave 
that which was fo delightful and ſuited to his 
ſpirit, His conſtant courſe for ſome years was 
this: He prayed at leaſt three times a day in 
ſecret, ſometimes ſeven times;. twice a day in 
the Family, or Colledge: And he found the 
ſweetneſs of it beyond imagination, and en- 
Joyes wonderful Cummunion with God, and 
talted much of the pleaſantneſs of a Heavenly 
Life: And he could ſay by expcrience, that 
the ways of wiſdom were ways of pleaſant- 
neſs, and all her paths peace. He knew what it 
was to wreſtle with God,and was come to that 
paſs , that he could ſcarce come off his knees 
without his Fathers bleſſing. He was uſed to 
converſe with God with a holy familiarity as a 


Friend, and would upon all occaſions run to 


him for advice, and had many ſtrange and im- 
mediate Anſwers of Prayer. One of which I 
: think 
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think it not altogether impertinent to give the 
World an account of, —_— 

His Honoured Father, Mr. Williays Faneway; 
Miniſter of Ketſhall in Hartferd(hire, being ſick, 
and being under ſomewhat dark-apprehenſions 
as to the ſtate of his Soul, hewould often ſay 
to his Son John : O Son ! this paſſing upon Etet- 
nity is a great thing, thisdying is a ſolemtt 
buſineſs, and enough to make any ones heart 
ake that hath not his Pardon ſcaled , and his 
Evidences for Heaven clear. And truly Son, I 
am under no ſmall fears,as to my own eſtate;for 
another world. - O that God would clear his 
love! O that I could fay chearfully I can die. 
and vpon good grounds be able to look Death 
in the face, and venture upon Eternity with 
well-grounded peace and comfort ! 

His ſweet and dutiful Son made a ſuitable re-- 
ply at preſent; but ſeeing his dear Father cor * 
tinuing undcr deſpondings of ſpirit (though no 
Chriſtians that knew him but had a high e. 
ſteem of him for his uprightneſs ) he got by-- 
himſelf, and ſpent ſome time in wreſtling with 


God upon his Fathers account , earneſtly beg- 


ging of God, that he would fill him with joy 
unſpeakable in believing, and that he would 
ſpeedily give him ſome token for good, that he 
might zoyfully and honourably leave this world 
togotoa better. After he was tiſen from his 


. knees, he came down to his ſick Father;atid ask- 


edhim how he felt himſelf. His-Father made 
no anſwer for ſome time, but wept exceedingly 


( a 
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( a paffion that he was not ſubje to) and con- 
tinued for fome conſiderable time in an extrra- 
ordinary paſſion of weeping , ſo that he was 
not able to ſpeak. But at laſt having recovered 
himſelf, with unſpeakable joy he burſt out in- 
to ſuch expreſſions as theſe : O Son! now it 
is come, it is come, it is @ome. I bleſs God I 
can die : The Spirit of God hath witneſſed with 
my ſpiait, that, I am his Child : Now I can look 
up to God as my dear Father, and Chriſt as 
my Redeemer ; I can now ſay this is my Friend, 
and this is my Beloved, My heart is full, it is 
brim full, 1 can hold no more: I know now 
what that ſentence means, the Peace of God 
which paſſeth underſtanding; I know now what 
that white ſtone is wherein a new name is 
written, Which none know but they which 
have it, And that fit of weeping which you 
faw me in, was a fit of over-powring love and 
joy, ſo great, that I could not for my heart con- 
tain my ſelf ; neither can I expreſs what glo- 
rious diſcoveries God hath made of himſelf un- 
to me: And had that joy been greater, 1 
queſtion whether I could have born it, and 
whether it would not have ſeparated ſoul. and 
body. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that 
i5 within me bleſs his holy Name that hath par- 
doned all my fins, and ſealed the pardon. He 
hath healed my wounds, and cauſed the bones 
which he had broken to rejoyce, O help me to 
bleſs the Lord ! he hath put a new. Song into m 

mouth; © bleſs the Lord for his jnfinite goodne 


and 
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and rich mercy! O nowI can dic! it is nothing, . 
] bleſs GodI can die: 1 defire to be diſſolyed, 
and to be with Chriſt. You may well think 
that his Sons heart was not a little refreſhed to 
hear ſuch words, and ſee ſuch a ſight, and to 
meet the Meſſenger that he had ſent to Heaven 
returned back again ſo ſpecdily. He counted 
himſelf a ſharer with bis Father in this mercy, 
and it was upon a double account welcome, 
as it did ſo wonderfully fatisfie his Father, and 
3s it was ſo immediate and clear an Anſwer of 
his own prayers, asif God had from Heaven 
ſaid unto him, thy tears and prayers are heard 
for thy Father: thou haſt like a Prince pre- 
vailed with God; thou haft got the bleſſing ; 
thy fervent prayers have becn ceffectual ; go 
down and ſee elſe. | 
Upon this, this precious young man broke 
forth into praiſes, and even into another exta- 
fie of joy , that God ſhould deal fo familiarly 
with him; and the Father and Son together 
were ſo full of joy, light, life, love and praiſe, 
that there was a little Heaven in the place. He 
could not then but expreſs himſelf in this man- 
ner: O bleſſed, and for ever bleſſed be God 
for his infinite grace! O who would not pray 
unto God! verily he is a God that heareth 
prayers, and that my ſoul knows right well! 
And then he told his joyful Father how much 
he was affected 'with his former deſpondings, 
and what he had been praying for juſt before 
with all the carneftneſs he could for his ſoul, and 
Py | how 
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how the Lord had immediately anſwered him: 
His Father hearing this, and perceiving that his 
farmer comforts came in in a way of prayer, 
ard his own childs prayer too, was the more re- 
freſhed, and was the more confirmed that it was 
from the Spirit of God , and no deluſion. And 
immediatcly, his Son ſtanding by, he fell into 
another fit of triumphing joy, his weak body 
being almoſt ready to fink under that grea: 
weight of Glory that did ſhine in ſs powerfully 
upon his Soul. He could then ſay, now let thy 
ſervant depart in peace, for mine eyes have ſeen 
thy Salvation. He could now walk through the 
valley of the ſhadow of death, and fear no evil. 
O how ſweet a thing is it to have ones intereſt 
in Chriſt cleared, how comfortable to have our 
calling and election made ſure! How lovely is 
the ſight of a ſmiling Jeſus when one is dying ! 
How refreſhing is it, when heart, and fleſh, and 
all are failing, to have God for the ſtrength of 
our heart and our portion for ever!O did the foo- 
liſh unexperienced world but know what theſe 
things mean, did they but underſtand what it is 
to be ſolaced with the believing views of Glory, 
to have their ſenſes ſpiritually exerciſed, could 
they but taſte and ſee how good the Lords, it 
would ſoon cauſe them to diſreliſh their low 
and bruitiſh pleaſures, and look upon all world- 
ly joys as infinitely ſhort of one glompſe of Gods 
love ! After this, his Reverent Fathey had a ſweet 
calm upon his ſpirits, and went in the ſtrength 
of that proviſion, that rich, Grace laid in, till he 
| came 


(29) 
came within the Gates of the New 7eruſalens + 
having all his Graces greatly improved, andq 
ſhewed ſo much humility , love to, and admi- 
ring of God, contempt of the World, ſuch pri- 
Zing of Chriſt , ſuch patience 25 few Chriſti» 
ans arrive to , cſpectally his Fai, by which 
with extraordinary conkdence he caſt his Widow 
and eleven Fatherieſs Children upon the care of 
that God who had fed them with this Manna 
in his Wildernef: ſtate: The beneFt of which 
Faith all his Children ({ none of which were in 
his life-time provided for ) have ſince to admin 
ration experienced. And it is ſcarce to be ima 
gincd how helpful this his precious Son Fohg 
Zaneway a5 t9 bis Father by his heavenly dife 
courſe, humble advice, and prayers. Aﬀter a 
four moneths confiict with a gainſul Conſum 

tion, and Hectick Feyer, his Houourcd Father 
ſweetly tept1n Jeſus, | 
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C H A P. V I. 
His care of Mother , and other Relations, after 


his Fathers death. 


\ Frer the death of his.Father, he did what 
he could to ſupply fiis abſence, doing 
the part of Husband, Son, Brother : (o that 
he was no ſmall comfort to his poor Mother ja 
her diſconſolate ſtate, and all the reſt of his Re-. 
lations that had any ſenſe of God upon their. 
ſpirits, 
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ſpirits. To one of which he thus addreſſed 
himſelf upon the death of a ſweet Child. 


© Daily obſervations, and every mans EXPC- 
* rience, gives ſufficient teſtimony toit, that 
© afflictions of what kind ſoever, by how much 
*the ſeldomer they are, the more grievous they 
«ſeem. We have of a long time ſailed in the 
©Rivers of Bleſſings which God hath plentiful. 
©ly poured forth aniong us; now if we come 
© where the Waves of affliction do but a little 
© more than ordinarily ariſe, we begin to have 
© our ſouls almoſt carried down with fears and 
©pricfs; yea, the natural man, if not counter- 
; woathy the Spirit of God , will be ready 
©to entertain murmuring and repining thoughts 
©againſt God himſelf. Whereas, if all our life 
Chad been a Pilgrimage full of ſorrows and af- 
© litions (as we deſerved) and had but rare- 
© been intermingled with comforts, we 
© ſhould have been more fitted to bear afflicti- 
© ons. Thus it is naturally : but we ought to 
© counter-work againſt the ſtream of nature by 
© a new principle wrought in us; and whatſo- 
© ever Nature doth err in, Grace tis to recti- 
©fie : And they upon whom Grace is beſtowed, 
© ought to ſet Grace on work. For wherefore 
© is Grace beſtowed, unleſs that it ſhould act in 
cus ; It hath pleaſed the Lord to make a 
© breach in your Family. There where the knot 
©is faſt tyed , When it is diſunited, the change. 
© becomes greater, andthe gric? is the more 1n- 
f larged, 
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© larged. So that berein you whe are moſt 
* moved, are moſt ts be excuſed and comfort- 
*ed: The ſtrength of a Mothers affeQtions I 
* believe none but Mothers know, and greateſt 
* afi-tionf, when they are diſtorbed, breed the 
* greareſt grief : But when afflitions come 


©tpon us, What will be our duty ? Shall we 
*tacr give our ſelves up to be carried away 
* wich the grieving paſhons ? Shall we, becauſe 
* «++ vne aff!iction, cauſe our ſouls to walk 


* (ad2:/5 all our days, and drive away all the 
* light of comfort from our eyes , by cauſing out 
© ſouls tro be obſcured under. the ſhades of me- 
© fancholy ? .Shall we quarrel with our Maker, 
© and call the wiſe Righteous Judge to our Bar? 
© Doth he not puniſh us leſs than we deſerve ? 
<1s there not Mercy and Truth in all his Difpen- 
© ſations ? Shall we by continual ſorrow add af- 
© fiction to affliction, and ' ſo become our owrt 
©Tormentors? Are we not rather under affli- 
* Ctions, to ſec if any way we may find a glimpſe 
© of Gods love ſhining in towards us, and ſo'ts 
* raiſe up our ſon's nearer God? Is there not 
©enough in God, and the Holy Scriptures, to 
©bear up our ſpirits under any afflictions , let 
© them be never ſo great ? Whatdo you ſay 'to 
hat word, Who is there amongyou that'fear- 
Seth the Lord,and that obeyeth the voice of his 
©fervant that walketh in darkneſs; and ſeeth'no 


 ©light, let him truſt in the nameof the Lord,and 


* ftay himſelf upon his God? Thouglr all-earthly 
* comforts were fled away,and though you could 
* ſee 
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© ſee no light from any of theſe.things below ; 
© yet if you look upward to God in Chriſt,there 
©there is comfort to be found , there is light to 
*becſpicd; yea, @ great and glorious light ; 
© which if wecan rightly diſceen, it would put 
© out the light of all lower cemforts, and cauſe | 
$them to be vilely accounted of. But alas! / 
Falas! thoſe heaycnly comforts, though they 
are in themſelves: ſo precious, and if really 
*gnd ſenkbly felt, able to raiſe a mans Soul 
© from Earth, yea from Hell, to the foretaſte 
$ of Heavenit ſelf; yet for want of a ſpiritual 
« ſenſe, they are by moſt of the world under- 
© valued, lighted, and thought to be but fan- 
© cies. Nay, let- me ſpeak freely , Chriſtians 
*themſelves, and thoſe that we have caule to 
© hope are men of another world, and truly born 
<again, yet for want of a ſpiritual quickneſs in 
* this ſpiritual ſight and ſenſe, theſe comforts are 
© too lowly and meanly efteemed of. 

© It is a ſpiritual ſenſe that inableth a Chriſti. 
Fan to behold a glorious luſtre and beauty in 
© Inviſibles, and raiſeth the Soul up to the Gate 
© of Heaven it ſelf ; and when he is there, how 
©can he chuſe but look down with a holy 
©flighting and contempt upon the ſweeteſt of 
© all Earthly enjoyments ? How can he chuſe 
* but - think all Creature-comforts but ſmall, 
© compared with one look of love from Chriſt ? 
© This heavenly comfort was that which' David 
© did ſo much defire; Lord, lift up the light of 


© thy countenance upon me, was the anguage of 
| is 
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«is ſoul, and when this was come, how was his 
« heart inlarged ? Thou haſt pur joy and glad- 
© neſs in my heart more than in the tince when 
« their Corn and Wine increafed.-He then that 
< in afflitions would find comfort muit {trive 
« to ſee ſpiritual comforts,to be the greatelt, e- 
&« ven that comfort which is from God, in the 
* face of Jeſus Chriſt; this, this will be a cordi- 
© al, this will be as marrow and fatneſs to the 
© ſoul. They rhat have intereſt in Chriſt, what 
* need they be moved and diſcomfited with any 
** worldly trouble ? Is nor Chriſt better than 
** ten children ? is not his loving-kindneſs better 


- © than life ? Is not all the world a ſhadow,com- 


© pared with one quarter of an hours injoy- 
©* ment of him, even on this ſide of Glory in 
* ſome of his own Ordinances ? O therefore 
© ſtrive to get your intereſt in this comfort ſe- 
©cured,and then all's well. He that hath Chrift, 
©« hath all things. If God be reconciled to you 
«through kim, then he will withhol4 no goud 
** thing from you. 

© We poor fogliſh creatures do ſcarce know 
what is good for our ſclves, bnt it's no ſmall 


C 


* incouragement to the people of God that. 
* Wiſdom it ſelf takes care of them, and one 


*© that loves them better than they love them- 
* ſclves,looks after them : And he hath given his 
*« promiſe for it, that all ſhall work together for 
* their good. And what better foundation of 
& comfort can there be in the whole world 
& than this! Why may you not then ſay with 


& the 


— ——  -—_——_—_ 


| (34) 
* the Pſaſmiſt, Why art thou caſt down, O my 
** ſoul? and why art thou diſquieted within me ? 
* hope in God. Ler nor your ſoul ſink, under 
©© affiittsons, for what reaſon have you to be diſ- 
* comfited unaer them? Can you gather from 
*© rhence that the Lord deth not love you ? No 
<* ſurely, but rather the contrary, for whom the 
** Lord loveth he chiſteneth,and ſcourgeth eve- 
*ry Son whom he receiveth : What Son'is he 
«© whom the Father chaſteneth not ? Where- 
« fore lift up the hands which hang down, and 
< the feeble knees. ; 

Let thi; ſerve as-a remedy againſt exceſſive 
grief, Get your love to God increaſed, which 
if you do, the love of all other things will wax 
cold, And if you have given Go. your heart, 
you will give him leave to take what he will 
that is yours, and what he hath you will judge 
rather well kept than loſt. 

Remember that Scripture, and let it have its 
duc impreſſion upon your ſpirit; He that loves 
Father or Mother, Brothcy or Siſter, yea or 
Children more than me, is not worthy of me, O 
labour to have your aff:ions therefore more 
raiſed up to him who is mo!t worthy of them, 
let him have the uppermoſt & greateſt room in 

our heart, and let your love to all other cg. 
be placed in ſubjeCtion to your love of God, be 
ruled by it, and diretecd to it. Be our ecarth- 
ly aflictions never ſo great, yet let this love 
to God poiſe our Souls ſo that they may not 
be overweighed with gricf on the one fide, 
or 


of 
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or ſtupidneſs on the other ſide. ; Again let our 
ſouls be awed by that glorious power and om- 
nipotency of God, who is able to do any thing, 
and who will do whatſoever pleaſeth him both 
in Heaven and in Earth; at whoſe word and 
for whoſe Glory all things that are were made. 
And what are we poor creatures that we ſhould 
dare to entertain any,hard thought of this God! 
'Tis dangerous contending with God ! Let us 
learn that great leſſon of reſigning up our ſelves 
and all we have to God ; let us put our ſelves 
as in?rvmcnts into the hands of the Lord to 
do wha: he pleaſeth with us, and let us remem- 
ber that it was our promiſe and covenant with 
God to yield our ſelves up to him, and to be 
wholly at his diſpoſal, The Soul is then in a 
ſweet frame when it can-cordially ſay, Tr. ts the 
Lord, let him do what ſcemeth good in his eyes; 
Not my will,but thine be done, Again let us.know 
that though we cannot alwaies ſee jnto the 
rcaſonablencſs of the ways of GoJ, (for his 
ways are often in the thick Clond, and our 
weak Eyes cannot look into thofe depths in 
which he walketh ).yct.all the ways-of God 
are juſt, holy and good. Let us therefor2 have 
2 care of ſo much as moving, much more of 
entertaining any unworthy thoughts. againſt 
God. But let us ſubmit willingly. to the yoak 
which he is pleaſed to lay upon us, leit he 
break us with Fi terrible judgments. And now 
it hath ſeemed good to God tov lay this ftroak 
vpon you, | pray labour rightly to improve it, 
D 2 and 
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and let this trial prepare you for greater. And 
ſeeing the uncertainty of all worldy things, in- 
deavour with all your might to get your heart 
above them ; and I beſeech the Lord,who is the 
great Phyſitian of Souls, and knows how to ap- 
ply a Salve to every Sore of his, to comfort 
you with his ſpiritual comforts, that he would 

avourably ſhine upon you, and receive you in- 
to a nearer union and communion with himſelf. 
Into his hands I commit you, with him | leave 
you,praying that he would make up all in him- 
ſelf. | 

He was an cxcellent Example to his younger 
brethren ; and his wiſe in{tructions, and holy 
practices,did not a little influence them. He was 
a >rudent Counſellor,and an aſſiſtant that could 
not well be ſpared to his elde{t Brother ; who 
was not a little ſenſible of that perſonal worth 
that was. in his younger Brother ; whom he 
would prefer before himfelf, as one whom he 
judged, God hed honoured with far greater 
parts,graces,and experiences, than himſelf. The 
younger alſo, did. as humbly and heartily re- 
Tpet and honour him ; as. a ſerious Ciriitian, 
a Miniſter, and his elder Brother, who had ob- 
liged him with more than ordinary kindneſs ! 

When he was but young, yet he began to be 
taken notice of by antient Miniſters, and Chri- 
ftians; though his modeſty was fo great, that his 
_ parts were not a little obſcured thereby ; 
and his vaſt worth was ſo ballaſted with humi- 
lity, that he made no great noiſe in the wor!c, 
ale. 
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and moſt were ignorant of his ſingular worth, A 
wiſe man that was intimately acquainted with 
him, would ſay of him that he was like deep 
waters, that were moſt ſtill; a man of hidden 
excellench. There were few that knew, how 
cloſe he walked with God, and at what a high 
rate he lived, and how great a trade he drave 
for the riches of that other world : All which 
he laboured, as much as might be, to conceal. 


CHAP. VII. 


His return to Kings Colledge after his Fathers 
Death. His holy projctts for Chriſt and Souls. 


\ 7 Hen his Father was dead, he returned 
V again to Kings Colledge, and was a 
member of a ſecret Caba/,which began to carry 
on notable projects for Chriſt and fouls, and to 
plot how they might belt improve their gifts 
and graccs ſo as that they might be moſt ſer- 
viceable to God and their generation, Their 
cultom was frequently to meet together, to 
pray and to communicate ſtudies and experien- 
ces, and to handle ſome queſtion of Dwvinity, 
or, in ſome Schelaſtick way,to exerciſe the oifts 
which God had given them. Some of this com- 
pany did degenerate, but others lived to let the 
world underſtand, that, what they did was 
from a vital principal : Amongſt whom, this 
young man was none of the /eaſt; who had a 
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deſign upon ſome of the juniors to ingage then; 
if poſſible before they were inſnared by wicked 
company, when they came freſh from Schoo!. 
After ſome time, moſt of his dear companions 
werc tranſplanted either into Gentlemens fami- 
lies or Livings ; and this Mr. 7aneway, bein 
one of the youngeſt, was, for a while, Wa 
alon2 in the Cellcdge, But he wanting the com- 
fortable diverſion of ſuitable godly ſociety , fix- 
ed ſo intenſely upon his itvdies, that he ſoon 
gave ſuch a wound to his Bodily-conſtitution 
that it could never be throvghly healed, 


W——— 
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CHAP. VI1L. 


Hlis departure from the Cilleage, to live in 
| Dr, Cox's Famiuy. 


Fter a while, Dr. Cox wanting a T0: for 

'* his So in his houſe ſent to the Provoſt 
of the Cc/lcdge, to nuke choj e of a man of 
true worth for him: In anſwcr to whoſe re- 
queſt, the Provsſt was pleaſed to ſend Mr, 7- 
neway, who did ncither ſhame him that prefer- 
red him, nor diſappointed the expectations of 
him that entertained him : but, by his ailigence, 
profound /, arnit:s, and ſacceſs in his undertake- 
mg, did not a little cb/zg- the: relations of his 
Pup:!. But his pains were ſo great,and his-body 
fo weak, that it could not long bear vp under 
ſ uch wok ; ſothat he was forced to ask leave of 


- the 
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the Door, to try whether the change of the 
Air might not contribute ſomewhat'to the men- 
ding the temper of his Body, which now began 
\:nfibly to decay. 

Whileſt he was in that family, his carriage 
was ſo ſweet and obl:g5ng, and his converſation 
ſo ſpi414al; that it did nota little endear his 
preſence to them : ſo that I queſtion not but 
ſome of that Family will carry a ſweet remem- 
brance of him along with them to their Graves, 
and I oft heard him owning the goodneſs of 
God tohim,in the benefit that he got by the gra- 
ces and experiences of ſome Chriſtians,in, and re- 
Jating to that Family, whoſe tender love to him 
he did gratefully re/cxr upon his Dearth-bed. 
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CHAP, IX. 


His Retire into the C ountry ; and His 
firſt $ ickneſs, 


F-3 E now leaves the Do@eors houſe, and re- 
| tires himſelf into the Country, to his Mo- 
ther and c|delt Brother ; who did not fpare to 
uſe their utmoit diligence and tenderneſs to re- 
cruit the decays of nature : but hard ſtudy, fre- 
Guent and earneft prayers, and long, and in- 
tenſe meditations, had ſo ruinated this frail Ta- 
bernacle, that it could not be fully repaired : 
yet, by Gods bleſſing upon care, agd art, it 
was under-propped for ſome time, 
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Whilſt he was in this declining condition, in 
which he could have little hopes of life; he 
was ſo far from being affrighted, that he recei- 
ved the ſentence of death in himſelf with great 
joy z and wrote to his deareſt relations, to di- 
ſpoſe them to a patient compliance with ſuch a 
diſpenſation, as might ſeparate him and then 
for a while : And to wean their affections from 
bim, he ſolemnly profcſſed, that as for him- 
ſelf, he was aſhamed to dcfirc and pray for life. 
O, ſaith he, Js there any thing here, moze dc- 
firable than the injoyment of Chriſt? Can I ex- 
peet any thing below, comparable to that bleſ- 
ſed Viſuen' O, that Crown) that Reſt which re- 
mai for the people of God) and (b':fſ:d be God) 
I 6an ſay, Ir''ow ut 15 mine. TI hwow that when 
this Tabornacle of Clay ſhall be arfſeluid, that 
T have a houſe, zot made with hands; and there- 
fore I groan, net to be uncloathed, but to be 
cloathed upor with Chrijt, To me to leave is Chriſt, 
and to diets gain, 

T can iovz, through infinite Mercy, ſpeakn the 
Apoſtles Langrage, [_ I have fought the goed 
fright, henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown 
encorruptible tha! fadeth not away. | 

When he perceived one of his neareſt R-Ja- 
tions diſtreſſed at tne apprehenſions of his 
Death;he charged him, not to pray for his Life, 
except it were purely with a reſpect to the 
Glory of God. I wiſh (ſaid he ) I beg you,to keep 
your minds in a ſubmſſrve frame to the will of 
Tod roncerning me, The Lord take you nearer 
, | | [9 
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to himſelf, that you may walk with Him; to 
Whem if I go before, I hope you will follow af- 
ter, Yet after this, he was through mercy 
finely recovered, and his friends were not with- 
out ſome hopes of his living to be eminently 
inſtrumental for Gods glory , - in his genera- 
tion. 

After he was recovered in ſome meaſure, he 
fell again to his former practice of ingaging 
deeply in the ſecret & great duties of Religion, 
which he conſtantly practiſed - (except when 
God diſcharged him by ſickneſs :) ſecret prayer, 
at lea(t three times a day ſomtimes ſeven times, 
yeamore ; bcfides family,and Colledge-duties, 
which were before hinted,he ſet a part an hour 
cvery day for ſet and ſolemn meditation; which 
duty he found unſpeakably to improve his 
rraces,& to make no ſmall addition to his com- 
forts: His time for that duty was moſt common- 
ly in the evening, when he uſually walked into 
the field,if the weather would permit; if not, he 
retired into the Church, or any empty ſolitary 
room. Where (obſerving his conſtant practice, 
that,if poſſible, I might be acquainted with the 
reaſon of his retiredneſs) I once hid my ſelf that 
I might take the more exact notice of the inter- 
courſe,that,I judged,was kept up between him 
& God. But,O what a ſpectacle did I ſee!Sure- 
ty, a man walking with God, convetrſing inti- 
mately with his Maker, and maintaining a holy 
familiarity with the great 7chovah.Me-thought, 
I ſaw one talking with God ; — [ 

aw 
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iaw a ſpiritual Mcrchant in an heavenly Ex- 
change, driving a rich trade for the treaſures of 
zeae other world, O what a glorious fight it 
was! Me-thinks, I ſce him ſtill; how ſweetly, 
did his face ſhinc ! O, with what a lovely coun- 
tenance d1d he walk up and down, his lips go- 
ig ; his body oft reaching up, as if he would gg 
have taken his flight into Heaven ! His looks , 
fmiles, and every motion ſpake him ro be upon 
the very Confines of Glory, O, had one but 
known what he was then feeding on! Sure, he 
had meat to' cat which the world ky1ew net of | 
Did we but know how welcomeGoud made him 
when he brought him into his banqueting-houſe! 
That which one might caſily perceive his heart 
to be moſt fixed upon, was, The infinite love 
of God in Chriſt, to the poor loſt Sons and 
Daughters of Adam. What elſe meant his 
high exprcſhons ? What elſz did His own words 
to a dear friend ſignific, but an extraordinary 


Senſe of the freeneſs, fulneſs, and duration of | 
that love { To uſe his own words, God (faith 


d 


he) holds mine cycs moſt upon his Goodneſs , 
bis unmecaſurable-Goodneſs, and the Premiſes 
which arc moſt ſure, and firm in Chriſt, His 
love to us 85s greater , ſurer , fuller than ours to 
oger ſelves, For when we loved our ſelves fo as 
to deſtroy our ſclues, he loved us ſo 4s to ſave 
Ks, 


» 


CHAP. 


(43) 


CARF. 


His Exbortationsto ſome of his friends, 


Nd that he might ingage others in more ar- 

dent affeions to God, he put words in- 

to their mouths; Let us then (ſaith he) be- 
hold Him, till our brarts deſire, till our wery 
ſouls are drawn out after him, till we are 
brought to atquaintance , mtimacy, delight in 
him \. O that he would love me ! O that 1 might 
Jove him! O bleffed are they that know him, 
and are known of him! It js good for me, to 
dray! ncar to God, A day m his Court is bet- 
ter than a theuſand elſcwhere; My ſoul long- 
eh, yea fainteth fer the Courts of the Lud, 
my hiart and my fie ſb crieth out for the living 
God, Oh that I were received into converſe 
with him, that I might hear his voice and ſee 
his countenance ! For,. H:s voce is ſweet and 
his countenance is comly! Oh that I might com- 
municate my ſelf to God, and that he would 
ive himſelf to me! O that I might love him! 

That I were ſick, cf love, that I might die in 
love ! That I might loſe my ſelf in his love, as 
a ſmall drop in thz unfathomable depth of his 
love ! That I might dwell in his eternal love ! 
O (ſaith he to a dear friend under ſome fears as 
to his ſtate) ſtand ſill and wonder, bchold his 
love-and admire; now, if never yct, cenſider 
Bo. what 
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what thou canſt diſcover in this precious Jeſus. 
Canſt thou not fee ſo much till thou canit ſee no 
more, not becauſe of its ſhortneſs, but bccauſe 
of thy darkneſs ? 

Here's a Sea : fling thy ſelf into it, and thou 
ſhalt be compailed with the height, and depth, 
and breadth, and length of love, and be filled 
with all the tulneſs of God. Is not this enough ! 
VVhat wouldit thou have more? Fling away all 
befides God, God is Portion cnough, and the 
only proper portion of the Soul, Haſt thou 
not taſted, haſt thou not known, that his love is 
better than wine?Haſt thou not ſmeltthe ſavour 


- of his precious ointments, for which the virgins 


love him? This, this is he who is altogether 
lovely. And, while I write, my heart doth 
burn, my ſoul is on fire, I am fick of love. 
Dcar ſoul, come near and look upon his face, 
and fee whether thou canſt chooſe but love him, 
Fall npon him, imbrace him, give him thy dear- 
e{t choice(t love: all's too little for him ; let 
faith and love kiſs him : You ſhall be no more 
bold than welcome. Fix thine eyes again and 
again upon Him, & look upon His lovely ſweet 
and royal face; till thou art taken with this 
beautiful perſon, who hath not his fellow 
upon the earth, his equal among the Angels. 
Come near, {til] contemplate his excellency, 
review each part, and thon wilt find him to be 
made np of love; winde thy affe&tions about 
him;bind thy ſoul to him,with the cords of love, 
Fhus ſhalt thou find a new life to antmate thy 
ſoul; 


(45) 
ſoul ; thou ſhall then feel a new warmth to melt 
thy heart; a divine fire to burn up corruption, 
and to break forth intoa flame of heavenly love; 
Dwell in this love, and thou thalt dwell in God, 
and God in thee, But now, me-thinks, I fee 
you almoſt all in tears becaufe thou tecleſt nor 
ſuch workings of love towards God. Weep 
on ſtill ; for, Love hath zcars as well as #7:ef - 
and tears of love ſhall be kept im his bottle, as 
well as they; yea , they ſhall be as pretious 
jewels, and as an excellent ornament. Haſft 
thou felt ſuch meltings of loving-griet 2 Know, 
that they are no other than the 1trcams of 
Chriſts love flowing to you, and through you 
and from you to Him again, And thus is Chriſt 
delighted in beholding of his own beaunes, in 
his Spouſes eye. | 
I have prayed for a bleſfing for you, and on 
theſe related to you, and if they proveof gny 
power by the ſpirit of God to you, it will be 
matter of joy and praiſe,” by your dear friend, 
Fohn Faneway. h | 
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CHAP. XI. 


His T emptations frop: Satan. 


= Hus, you have a taſt of his Spirit, and may 
perceive, what it was that he had his heart 

moſt ſct upon ; and what kepr his graces in ſuch 
vigor and activity ; and how deftous he ee 
tnat 
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that others ſhould be ſharers with him in this 
mercy : Yet, for all this, he had his gloomy 
days, and the Sun was ſometimes overcait, his 
ſweets were ſometimes imbittered with dread- 
ful, and horrid t:mptations. The Devil ſhot his 
poiſonous arrows .at him; yet, through the 
Captain of his ſalvation, he came more than 
a conqueror, out of the field. He was, with 
Paul, many times lifted up into the third Hea- 
wens , and ſaw and heard things uautterablc : 
but leſt he ſhould be exalred above meaſure, there 
was a Meſſenger of Satan ſent to buffet him, þ. 

It would make a Chriſtians heart even ake to 
hear and. read what ſtrange teinptations this 
gratious ſoul was exerciſed with. But he was 
well armed for ſuch a conflict, having on the 
ſhield of faith whereby he quenched the fiery 
darts of that Wicked-One: yet, this fight colt 
him the ſweating of his very body for agonies of 
ſpirit; and tears and ſtrong cries to Heaven, for 
freſh help; As for himſelf, he was wont to take 
an arrow out of Gods quiver, and diſcharge it 
by faith and prayer, for the diſcomfiture of his 
violent enemy, who at laſt was fain to fly. 

Theſe temptations and. conflits with Satan 
did not a little help him aftcrwards in his deal- 
ing with one that was ſorely afflited with tem- 
ptations of the like nature, And becauſe I 
judge it of ſingular uſe to tempted-ones, and 
find very many of late to be exggciſed in this 
kind, 1 ſhall inſert a Letter of hi$ ſuitable to 
al Chriſtians in thelike caſe, 
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A Letter of Mr. John Janeway. 


Dear Friend, 

«© & 7 Our Letters are bitter in tae mouth; but 
« \weet in the belly ; they contain mat- 

<« ter ot joy, under a diſraoal aſpect : they are 
«© 500d news, brought by a meſſenger in mourn- 
«ing : I had rather hear of that which is mat- 
<« ter of ſubitantial real joy, though mixed with 
© many ſighs, and interrupted with many 
« Sroans and ſobs ; than of that laughter, in the 
« midit of which the heart is fad. 

« You ſay that you are troubled with blaſphe- 
© mous thoughts: ſo then , though they are 
« blaſphemous, yet they are your trouble ;z and 
«thoughts they are too, and that netther ſenr 
« for, nor welcome ; and ſo are not aſſented ro 
*©/nyour mind. What thcn ſhall we think of 
&« them ? If they were of your own produRtion, 
«your heart would be delighted in its own 
« fue : but you do nothing lefs. Sure then, they 
&« arc the injections of that wicked one, who is 
<« the accuſer of the brethren, and the diſturber 
« of the peace of the people of God. But, doth 
«Satan uſe to imploy thoſe weapons bur 
« againſt thoſe that he is in ſome fear of loſing * 
« He is not wont to affault and fight againſt his 
« ſureſt friends, in this manncr. Tote that te 
« hath faſt in his own poſſeſſion, he leads on, as 
* ſoſtlyand quictly as he can; fearing leit ſuch 

& diſturbance 
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« diſturbance ſhould make them look about 
« them, and ſo they ſhould awake,and ſee their 
<« danger. But as for thoſe, that have, in ſome 
« meaſure, eſcaped his ſnares ; he follows them 
« hard, with all the diſcouragements he can. 
<« Surely, theſe things can be no other but a bit- 
« ter reliſh of thoſe things which you. know to 
« be bitter after that you have taſted the hony 
&« and the hony-comb; after you have ſeen,how 
« 550d the Lord is, What then ſhall I call theſe 
« motions of your mind ? They are the ſouls 
« loathing the morſels which Satan would have 
« it to ſwallow down: yea, they are the ſouls 
« ſtriving with Satan, whil{t he would raviſh 
<« the Spouſe of Jeſus : And let the enemy of all 
« 500dneſs know, that he ſhall c're long pay 
&« dearly for ſuch attempts. But you will ſay, 
« If theſe horrible thoughts be not your {1n, yet 
<« they are your trouble and miſery ,and you de- 
« fire to be freed from them ; and the molt loyal 
<« and loving Spouſe, had rather be delivered 
« from thoſe aſſaults; But you will ask ; How 
<« ſhall I get free from them ? Firſt, See that 
« you poſſeſs your ſoul in patience ; and know 
&« this, that God hath an over-ruling hand in all 
<« this: and wait upon him ; for he can,and will 
. < bring forth good out of all this ſeeming evil. 
« At preſent, you are in the dark and ſee no 
«light: yet, Truſt in the Lord, and ſtay your 
« ſelf upon your God, Can Chriſt forget the 
« purchaſe of his own blood, the price of his 
&« ſoul, thoſe whom he hath ſo intimately Row 
: *re 


UT ES A - 


(49) 


*zed to himſelf? Can @ mother forget her ſuck- 


**;ng child ? Yet, God cannot forger hns, 
«God hath loving and gratious intents in all 
*this,and his bowels yearn towards his, Yes, 
*0urSaviour ſuffzrs with us,through his ardent 
*«love by ſympathy, as well as he hath ſuffered 
«for us, But, for your being berid of theſe 
*thoughts, you know who hath all power in 
«his hand who Goth imploy this power in a 
**way of love towards his. This power is 
**made yours through the prayer of faith : but, 
*for your own work, do this. 

«Firſt, Lernot ſuch thoughts have any time 
&0f abode in your mind ; but turn them out, 
©with all the loathing and abhorrence you 
&can; but, not with ſo much trouble and di- 
«ſturbance of mind, as, I believe, you do. 
« For,by this the Devil is pteaſed,and he makes 
«you your own Formentor. 

. ©Seeondly,always then divert your thoughts 
*to ſome good thing, and let thoſe very injecti- 
**ons be conſtantly the occaſion of your more 
*ſpiritual meditation, Think the quite con- 
«trary, or fall a praying with carneſftneſs : 
«and the Devil will be weary if he find his 
*defigns thus broken, and that thoſe ſparks of 
«*« Hell (which he ſtruck into the ſoul, to kindle 
© and inflame corrnption) do put warmth into 
&« grace, and ſet Faith and Prayer a working, 
« when he perceives, that, what he intended 
*as watcr to cool your love to God, proves 
like oyt to makc it flame the more vehement- 
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«ly; he will be diſcouraged. Thus reſiſt him, 
©2nd he will flee from you. 

*T hirdly,Conſider that this is no new thing : 
«For, we are not in this ignorant of Satans 
«wiles, that, if any ſoul hath eſcaped out of 
«the chains of darkneſs, it he will have Hea- 
**ven he ſhall have it with as much'trouble, as 
*the Devil can lay on; and if he and his had 
*their wills, no good man ſhould have one 
*peaceable hour : But, bleſſed be God for his 
"everlaſting and unchangeable love to his that 
*the Devil' cannot pluck us out of thoſe Al- 
*mighty arms, with which he doth imbrace his 
«dear children. 

*Dear heart, my prayer for thee, is, that 
«God would give thee the peaceable fruit of 
*ighteouſneſs, aſter all thy afflitions ; and 
«that thou mailt come out of theſe trials,refin'd 
*and purified and more fit for thy Maſters uſe ; 
«having this the end of all, to purge away thy 
*droſs, and take away thy in. 

«Thus hoping that, as the length, God will 
*turn thy mourning into joy, thy trouble into 
*triumph, and all thy ſorrows into a ſure and 
*{table peace ; I leave you with Him, and reſt, 


Yours in our dear Lord, 


Fohn Faneway. 
He 
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He was much afraid of any decays in grace, 
of apotacy, yea, of flatneſs of ſpirit, ei- 
ther in himſelf or others : and if he ſuſpeRed 
any thing of this hature in his nearelit relations, 
he would do what he could poſſibly, to reco- 
ver themout of the ſnares of Satan, and to 
ue them to higher & more noble vigorous 
piritual as of religion, He Iliboured to 
maintain a conltant tenderneſs and ſenſibility 
upon his heart, and to take notice of the leait 
departure of his ſoul from God, or Gods ab- 
ſenting of Himſelf from the ſoul, (which was 
an expreſſion that was much in his mouth ). He 
had a godly jealouſic over his brother : One of 
which, was awakned by his ſcrious and particu- 
lar application of himſelf to him, when he was 
about eleven years old:But he knew,that Con- 
viction and Converſion are two things, and that 
many arc ſomewhat affe&ed by a warm exhor- 
tation, who quickly wear off thoſe impreſſions, 
and return to their former trifling with God, 
and negle& of their ſouls. Wherefore, he 
deſired to carry on the work that he had ſome 
hopes was well begun : he labourcd to bujld 
ſure, and build up ; that he raight ke rooted 
and grounded inthe faith ſteafait and unmove- 
able always abounding in the work of the Lord. 
Wherefore he followcd him, not only with pri- 
vate warnings, arid frequent patheticall coun- 
ſels ard directions ; but with lettcrs, one of 

which ſpoke in this-lar.gnage. 
W -2 Another 


( 52) 


Another of his Letters, of Private warning 
and Pathetical Counſel, 


OU live in a place where ſtrit and 
* cloſe walking with God, hath few 
* or no Examples, and moſt are apt to be 1! 
* their company z and Gods own children ac 
* too apt to forget their firlt love : our hearts 
** arc apt to be carcleſs and to neglect our 
* watch; we arc ready to grow formal in 
** duty or leſs ſpiritual, and then, it may be, 
* leſs frequent : and Conſcience is put off with 
** ſome poor excuſe:and thus Religion withers, 
* and one that ſeemed once a zecalot may come 
*© to be Laodicean ; and ſome that looked once 
*asif they were eminent ſaints, may fall to 
<« juſt nothing. It's too common, ro have a 
© name to be alive and yet to be dead: Read 
** this, and tremEle leſt it ſhould be your caſe, 
** When we are lazy and aſleep, our adverſary 
*1is awake: when we are ſloathful and negli- 
**gent , then he is diligent, I conſider your 
** age, -I know where you dwell, I am not un- 
* acquainted with your temptations, Where- 
* fore, I cannot but be afraid of you, leſt, by 
* both inward and outward fire , the buſh be 
* ſinged : Though, if God: be in it, it cannot 
** be burnt up. | 
** Give me leave to be in ſome meaſure fear- 
** ſul of you, and jealous over you, and to mind 
*© you of what you know already. _—_— 
cc " 
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« of civility will be but as broken reeds,to ſtay 
« our ſouls upon ; without thoſe higher princt- 
« ples, which are planted in the ſoul, by the 
«« working of the ſpirit of God, O, remember 
«« what meltings ſomctimes you have had : re- 
«« member,how ſolicitouſly you did inquire af- 
« tex Chriſt, how earneſtly you ſecmed to ak, 
* the way to Zion with your face thither- 
« ward. Oh, take heed of lofing thoſe im- 
« prefſions you once had, take not up with a 
« ſleight work, True converſion is a great 
« thing, and another kind of buſineſs, than 
«« molt of the world rake it to be, O there- 
« fore, be not ſatished with ſome convictions, 
« taking them for converſion ; much leſs, with 
« reſting in a formal lifeleſs profeſſion. 

& There isſuch a thing as being almoſt a Chri- 
*« ſtian ; nay, as drawing back un:o perdition : 
« and ſome, that are not far from the kingdom 
« of Heaven, may never come there, Beware 
*< Ic{t you loſe the reward;the promiſe is made 
« to him that holdeth faſt, and holdeth out,un- 
*to the end and overcometh, : 

* Labour to forget what is behind, and to 
*Dpreſs forward towards things that are before, 
« He that is contented with ju't grace enough 
*to get to Heaven and eſcape Hell,and defires 
* nomore; may be fure, he hath none at all ; 
* & is far from being made partaker of the di- 
*« yvige nature. Labour to know what it is, To 
<« converſe with God ; ſtrive to do every thing 
« aSin His preſence; deſign Him in all ; a&t, 
| Z "28 
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* as one that ſtands within fight of the Grave 
nd Eternity. I fay again, do what you do, 
' as if you were ſure God ftood by and looked 
', Upon you,and exactly obſerved and recorded 
{, every thought word and aCtion; and you may 
* very well ſ uppoſe that, wiich cannot be other- 
* wiſe. 
«Let's awake, and fall toour work in good 


. < earnelt : Heaven or Hcll are before us, and 


E. 


« death behind us. What do we mean to ſleep ! 
* dulneſs in Gods ſervice is very uncomforta- 
<« ble, and at'the beſt will cot us dear : and, to 
** becontented with ſuch a frame, is a certain 
* ſymptom of a hypocrite, O, How will ſuch 
* tremble, when God ſhall call them to give an 
« account of their {tewardſhip; and tell them, 
& They may no longer be ſtewards. Should 
< they fall ſick, and the Devil, and Conſcience 
*<fall upon them,what inconceiveable perplexi- 
&« ty would they then be in ! 

«O, live more upon inviſibles and let the 
« thoughts of their excellency put life into your 
« nerformances. You mult be contented to be 


£ laughed at for preciſeneſs and fingularity. A 


* Chriſtians walking is not with men but with 
©God; and, he hath great cauſe to ſuſpett his 
© love to God, who doth not delight more in 
** converſing with God and being conformed to 
** Him than in converſing with the world, and 
« being conformed to it. 

* Haw can the love of God dwell ih that 
"© man, who liveth without God in the world? 
B Wy thout 
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« without both continual vvalking vvith him in 
« his-whole converſation, and thoſe more pecu- 
© [jar viſits of him in prayer, meditation, ſpi- 
« ritual ejaculations, and other duties of Reli- 
** pjon ; and the workings of faith, love, holy 
© defires, delight, joy and ſpiritual ſorrow in 
*them! Think not, that our vvalking vvith 
*K God cannot conſilt vvith vvorldly buſineſs : 
« yes, but Religion makes us ſpiritual in com- 
* mon actions, and there is not any ation in a 
&« mans life, in vvhich a man is not to labour to 
«© make it a religious act, by a looking to the 
«Ruleinit, and eying of Gods glory ;. and 
© thus, he may be ſaid to vvals vvith God, To 
<« this vve muſt indeavour to riſe, and never be 
© content, till vve reach to it, and if this ſeem 
** tedious (as to degenerate nature it vvill) vve 
« muſt know that vve have ſo much of enmity 
© againſt God till remaining, and are under de- 
© pravation and darkneſs & know not our true 
* happineſs : Such a ſoul is ſick and it hath lot 
«its taſte, vvhich doth not perceive an incom- 
© parable ſweetneſs in vvalking vvith God , 
© without whom all things clſe under Hea- 
« ven arc gall and bitterneſs, and to belittle va- 
« lued by every true Chriſtian, 

« But, We are all apt even at the worſt, to 
© fay, that we prefer God above all things ; 
© But we mnit know that we have very deceit- 
&« ful hearts : And thoſe who, being inlightned, 
* know for vvhathigh ends they ſhould a&t,and 
& yyhat a fearful condition even a hazard in our 
E 4 caſe, 
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"Caſe, is; theſeI ſay, will not believe their 
*o0wn hearts without diligent ſearch and good 
«grounds. 

©Reit not in any condition in which your ſecu- 
Erity 15 not founded upon that ſure bottom, the 
*Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Labour to attain to this, 
*to love God for himſelf, and to have your 
<heart naturalized 8& ſuited to ſpiritual things. 
«QO for a heart to rejoyce and work righteouſ- 
*neſs! O, that we could do the will of God, 
«with more activity, delight and conſtancy ! 
«If we aid know more of God, we ſhould 
«love him more; and then God would till 
E©Freveal more of Himſelf to us, and then we 
*ſhould fee more and more cauſe to love him, 
*2nd wonder that we love him no more. O 
*riis this, 15 our happineſs, To have a fuller 
*fight of God, to be wrapped up, and filled 
*with the love of Chriſt; O, let my ſoul for 
**ever be thus imploycd ! Lord, whom have / 
«en Heaven but thee, and there is none mn 
«earth, that I can deſire in compariſon of 


«T bee. 


You hear what kind of language he fpake ; 
and you may caſily perccive what it was that 
ſwallowed up his heart, and where his delight, 
treaſure,-and life was, O, How much do moſt 
of us, who go for Chriſtians, fall ſhort of theſe 
things: and, How vaſt a di{tance between his 
experience, and ours ; and, what reaſon have 


we, to rcad theſe lines with bluſhing, _ 
ot 
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blot the paper with tears? and to lay afide this 
book a while, and to fall upon our faces before 
the Lord, & bemoan the curſed unſuitableneſs 
of our' hearts unto God ; and to bewail, that 
we do ſo little underſtand what this walking 
with God, & living by faith means!O,at what a 
rate do ſome Chriſtians live! and how low, 
flat and dull, are others. His love to Chrilt, 
and fouls, made him very defirous ro ſpend, and 
be ſpent in the work, of the Miniſtry , accord- 
ingly, he did comply with the firſt loud and 
clear Call to preach the everlaſting Goſpel ; 
and, though he was but about two and twenty 
years old, yet he came to that work like one 
that under{tood what kind of employment, 
Preaching was. He wagsa workman that need- 
ed not to be aſhamed, that was throughly fur- 
niſhed for every good word and work ; one 
that was able to anſwer gainſayers, one in 
whom the Word of God awelt richly ; one 
full of the fpirit and power; one, that hated 
fin with a perfect hatred, and loved holineſs 
with all his ſoul;in whom Religion in its beauty 
did ſhine : one, that knew the terrors of the 
Lord, and knew how to beſecch ſinners, #7 
Chriſts ſtead, to be reconciled unto God - One 
that was a Sox of thunder, and a Son of conſo- 
lation : In a word, I may ſpeak that of him 
. which Paul ſpake of Timothy, that, I kyow 
none like-minded, that did naturally care for 
ſouls. And, had he lived to have preached of- 
ten, O what uſe might ſuch a man have been of, 
in 
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in his generation ! one, in whom learning and 
holineſs did as it were ſtrive which ſhould ex- 
cel. He never preached publickly bur twice, 
and then he came to it as if he had been uſed to 
that work forty years ; delivering the Word of 
God with that power and Majeſty, with chat 
tenderneſs and compaſſion, with that readineſs 
and freedom, that it made his hearers almoſt 
amazed: He was led into the Myſterie of the 
Goſpel, and he ſpoke nothing to others but 
what was the language of his heart, and the 
fruit of great experience, and which one might 
calily perceive had no ſmall impreſſion firlt up- 
on his own ſpirit, | 

His firſt and laſt Sermons they were upon 
Communion and intimate converſe with God, 
out of ob 22. 21, A ſubject that few Chrilti. 
ans under Heaven were better able to manage 
than himſelf, and that ſcarce any could handle 
ſo feelingly as he; for, he did for ſome conſi- 
derable time maintain ſuch an intimate fainilia- 
rity with God, that he ſeemed to converſe with 
Hirm,as one friend doth converſe with another. 
This text he made ſome entrance into, whilſt 
he was here: but, the perfecting of his ac- 
quaintance with God was a work fitter for ano- 
ther world, | 

He was one that kept an exat watch over 


his thoughts, words and actions, and madea | 


xeview of all that paſſed him, at lealt once a 


_— @ay, in a ſolemn manner. He kept a Deary, 


in which he did write down every evening 


what 
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what the frame of his ſpirit had been all the 
day long, eſpecially in every duty. He took 
notice what incomes and profit he received, in 
his ſpiritual traffique z what returns from that 
far-country, what anſwers of prayer, what 
deadneſs and flatneſs, and what obſervable pro- 
vidences did preſent themſelves, and the ſub- 
ſtance of what he had been doing; and any 
wandrings of thoughts, inordinancy in any paſ- 
fion ; which, though the world could not diſcern 
he could, It cannot be conceived by them 
which do not practiſe the ſame, to what a good 
account did this return ! This, made him to re- 
tain a grateful remembrance of mercy, and to 
live in a conſtant admiring & adoring of divine 
goodneſs , this, brought him to a very intimate 
acquaintance with his own heart; this, kept his 
ſpiritlow and fitted him for freer communica- 
tions from God ; this, made him more lively 
and active; this, helped him to walk humbly 
with God, this made him ſpeak more affectio- 
nately & experimentally to others of the things 
of God: and, in a word, this left a ſweet 
calm upon his ſpirits, becauſe he every night 
made even his accounts,and if his ſheets ſhould 
prove his widing-ſheet, it had been all one: 
for, he could ſay his work was done, ſo that 
ceath could not ſurprize him: 

Could this book [of his experiences, and re- 
Silter of his ations] have been read, it might 
have contributed much to the compleating of 
this diſcourſe, & the quicknjng of ſome, and the 
| comforting 
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comforting of others. But theſe things being 
written in characters, the world hath loſt that 
zewel. 

He tudied the Scriptures much, and they 
were ſweeter to him than his food ; and he had 
an excellent faculty in opening the mind of 
God in dark places, 

In the latter part of his life he ſeemed quite 
ſwallowed up with the thoughts of Chriſt, 
Heaven, and eternity, and the ncerer he came 
to this the mor» ſwift his motion was to it, and 
the more unmixed his deſigns for it; and he 
would much pcrſwade others to an univerſal 


| freereſped to the glory of God, in all things ; 


and making Religion ones br-{ineſs, and not to 


mind theſe great things by the by. 
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CHAP. XII. 
Miniſters are not to carry on low deſigns. 


i E was not alittle concerned about M*- 

niſters ; that, above all men, They ſhould 
take hced,lelt they carried on poor low defigns, 
inſtead of wholly-eying of the intereſt of God, 
and ſouls. He judged, that, to take up Preach- 
ing as a trade, was altogether inconſiſtent with 


the high ſpirit of a true Goſpel-Miniſter : He . 


defired, that thoſe which ſeemed to be devoted 

to the Miniſtry, would be ſuch, firſt, heartily 

to devote their All to God, and then a the 
oul 


er = 


a a 2 5 


" Jen” ee Mw VT" a A 


h (61) 
fhould indeavour to have a dear love to immor- 
tal ſouls. 

He was very ready to debaſe himſelf ; and 
humbly to acknowledge, what he found amiſs 
in himſelf, and laboured to amend himſelf and 
others. - * This, ſaith he, I mult ſeriouſly 
«confeſs, that I muſt needs reproach my ſelf 
& for deficiency in a Chriſtian ſpiritual remem- 
*brance of you (ſpeaking to a dear friend); 
*© 2nd fora decay in a quick tender touch, as of 
&« other things, ſo of what relates to your ſelf 
& in the ſpirituality of it. Not that I think not 
© of you or of God ; but, that my thoughts 
** of you, and ſpiritual things, are not ſo fre-' 
** quent, ſavoury and affectionate,as theyought 
© to be. 

«« By this reflection you may eaſily perceive 
© that I ſee further in dutythan I do in prattice. 
« The truth of it is, I grudge that thoughts and 
© affections ſhould run out any whither freely, 
*© but to God. And what I now defire for my 
&« ſelf, I defire for you likewiſe, that God 
& would ſweeten the fountain, our natures I 
« mean, that every drop flowing from thence 
«« may ſavour of ſomething of God within. 
«« Thoughts are pretious, affections arc more 
«« pretious, the heſt that we are worth; and, 
«« when they flow in a wrong chanel, all Go.'s 
«« pretious diſpenſations towards us are loſt ; 
<< all that God hath ſpent upon us, is loſt, ane 
< ſpent in vanity. I ſpeak this, out of a dear 
* reſpect to your foul, and Gods honour, 

| **© whom. 
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«« whom, I am loth, ſhould be a loſer.by his 
« kindneſſes, I know, you have many o'j:<ts, 
** upon which you may be too apt to let out 
«© your dear affections. I ſay again, my jea- 
« loulie, is leſt (there being ſo many chanels, 
** wherein they may run) God loſe his due. I 
& delire therefore, in humility and tenderneſs, 
** that this may be as a hint to you from the 
** ſpirit of God, to look inwards to the frame 
**and diſpoſition of your ſoul, and to make 
**trial thereof, by the natural out-goings of 
*« your affections ; and then, ex,o:tvlate 
*« the caſe with your own ſoul, If Chri:t have 
& my warmelt love, why is it thus with me ? 
* If God have my heart, why am [ ſo thought- 
* ful about the world ? IfI indeed love him 
*« beſt, How cometh it to paſs,that [ find more 
«« ſtrong delightful conſtant ating of my af- 
* fections towards my Relations, my ſelf, or 
** any worldly thing than, I do after him? O, 
** the depth of the hearts deceitfulneſs ! 

& Dear and Honourcd Friend, trult nota 
* ſurmiſal, truſt not to a ſlight view of your 
<« heart, or the firſt apprehenſions you may 
* have of your ſelf ; but, go down into the ſc- 
*«crets of your hcart, try and fear, fear and 
*try. An Evidence is abundantly niore worth 
** than all the trouble that you can be art, in the 
* acquiring of it : And the trouble, that there 
1s vgs ground for, in an unevidenced ſtate ; 
**is far greater than that which may ſcem to 
**be in ſearching for it. Yea, to an _— 
ec ou , 
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&{gul, what is the trouble in clearing its evi- 
«<qdences, but their ſenſe or fear of their not be- 
ccing clear, and of the deceitfulneſs of their 
«hearts, The reality of that evil, which ten- 
& der ſoules ſo dread, doth lic in its full 
weight, (though not felt), upon the drouſie 
*ungroundedly ſecure ſinner. 

<< I ſpeak in love ; give me leave, to remem- 
«ber you of ſome touches that you had for- 
**merly upon your ſpirit under the means of 
«Brace ; remember, how much you were 
*fometimes affected under. Preaching. Did 
«you never ſay, that theſe ſermons upon hard- 
*eſs of heart, ſoſtned yours ? Inquire I pray, 
«whether thoſe convictions which were then 
«upon your heart, are not worn off, by the 
*incumbrances of the world : If, upon inqui- 
*ty, you find that they are, it's high time for 
«you to look about you, and repent, and not 
only to do your firſt works, but to {trive to 
<outgo them. 

*« have vvith grief, taken a review of the 
«frame of my ovvn ſpirit, vvhen I vvas at your 
*houſe; and I have no ſmall ſenſe of the di- 
*ſtemper of my ſoul, vvhereby I vvas betray- 
«<d to too greatan indifference in the things 
«of God : and, finding by fad experience, 
**thai | vvas more apt (amonglt thoſe carnal 
*<comforts and affairs) to loſe that relliſh, and 
*/4vour of divine things that I vvas vvont to 
*have; and thoſe delightful appearances of 
*God vvhich I vvas through rich grace, ac- 

**quainted 
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_ ——_— with , while I was more ſequeſtred 
* from the world and earthly delights [not, 
* but that I find my heart at the beſt, under 
* the higheſt advantages of cloſeſt communion 
& too unwilling to endeavour after, and main- 
« tain that gratious ſenſe and acknowledge- 
«< ment of God which I would fain obtain un- 
**to]: I ſay, obſerving mine own experiences, 
* and knowing that your heart was fomething 
* akin to mine, fearing leſt multiplicity of bu- 
«fineſs, ſhould expoſe you alſo, to the ſame 
© hazard ; Chriſtian compaſſion could not but 
' «« put me upon arming of you againit thoſe 
it « tempations, to which your occaſions make 
if *< you ſubject. 
It © The dcfire of my ſoul for you is, that yot: 
| || «may travel ſafely through a dangerous wilder- 
| « neſs, to a bleſſed Canaan; that you may quit 


«your ſelf like a Chriſtian in the oppoſing 


* and conquering all your enemies; and, at 
| * laſt, come triumphing out of the field , and 

| * that you may behave your ſelf like a Pilgrim 
f * and {tranger in a far Country, who are look- 
**ing for a City that hath foundations; and 
* that we may meet together with joy at our 
*« Fathers houſe, and fit down with him in eter- 
*nalglory. O that word glory is fo weighty, 
<* if we did believe it, that it would make the 
** greateſt diligence we can uſe to ſecure it ſeem 
| «light. O that far more exceeding and eternal 
[; « weight of glory ! O for more faith ! Lord, ir 
| © creaſe our faith and then, there would -: no_ 
| « thing 


| 


\ 
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* thing wanting to make us pt forth the ut- 


« moſt ſtrength of our ſoul, and to improve 
© every moment of time, to catch hold of all 
& advantages and to make uſe of all means poſ- 
* ſible for the attainment of ſuch glorious ends. 

** But, O theſe unbelicving hearts ! let us joih 
** our complaints and let us all break forth int6 
*« bitter lamentations over them, May not we 
© with as good reaſon, as that diſtreſſed Father 
*« over his poſſeſſed Child, bring our hearts in- 
* tothe preſence of our Saviour, and cry out 
** with tcars, and ſay that it is theſe unbelteving 
* hearts, which ſometimes caſt us into the fire, 
* and ſometimes into the water: yca, worſe, 
*< every time we forſake God, and prefer any 
*« thing before him, we part with life for death, 
*© with Heaven for Hell, 

« Give me leave to come yet a little nearer to 
* you: What an advantage would a full per- 
** ſwaſjon of the truth and excellency of Goſpel 
*« diſcoveries, bring to your ſoul, . if you would 
*« but ſeriouſly, and with all your ſtrength, 
*«« drive on true ſpiritual deſigns. 0, how ea- 
*« fily might you then go under all your bur- 
** dens. If your care for the things of this 
* world. were but rightly ſubordinate to the 
«« things of _ how chcarfully might you 
** 80 on with your buſineſs! If you ſought f-/# 
* the Kingdom of Heaven and the righteouſneſs 
*« tbereof : then all other things would be ad- 
« ded'(ſo far as they are neccilary or good for 


<c you), 
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<« Let'me therefore at this time put you upon 
« that duty of raiſing your mind from Earth to 
« Heaven, from the Creature to the Creator, 


 <from the V Vorld to God. Indeed, it is a mat- 


© ter of no ſinall difficulty , to diſcover that 
&« diſorder that is in our ſouls, when we arc 
&« ſolicitous about temporary objects and im- 
« ployments: But, there are but few ſurer 
<« diſcoveries of it, than inſenſibility and not 
<« complaining of it. For, when the ſoul is in- 
<« deed raiſed to ſpiritual objeRs, and to under- 
«ftand clearly its eternal intereſt; when it 
<« doth in good earneſt, take God for its porti- 
<« on, and prefer him above all, then it will 
« quickly be ſenſible of the ſouls outgoings af- 
« ter other objects, and even grudge that any 
&© time ſhould be taken up in the purſuit of the 
© creature, and that any below God ſhould be 
&© followed with carneſ pleaſure and EY; 
«Tt would have God have the beſt,and it would 
<« dq nothing elſe but love,ſerve and injoy God. 
« For my own part I cannot but wonder that 
« Tod will give us leave to love him. O bleſ- 
© ſed goodneſs,QO infinite condeſcenfion ! Thoſe 
< that believingly ſeek him he is not aſhamed to 
© be called their God. I am ſenſible in ſome 
« meaſure of your burdens, and indeed that 
«muſt needs be a burden that keeps the ſoul 
* from purſuing its chiefeſt good. My prayers 
< for you are that you may have ſuch teachings 
* from God as may make you underſtand how 
« far heavenly things are more pretious than 
© earthly, 


_— 0} Ps 
« carthly, and that you may with. all wm 
«might ſeek, mind and love that which hath 
« molt of truc excelency init, which hath the 
&« only ground of real comfort here and of eter- 
« nal happineſs hereafter. 
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His Love and C ompaſſion to Souls. 


-E was full of pity and compaſſion to fouls, 
4 4 and yet greatly grieved and aſhamed that 
he did no more to expreſs his ſenſe. of the 
worth of ſouls and that his bowels did'no more, 
ſenſibly yern oveft them, who he had juſt cauſe 
to fear, were in a Chriſtleſs ſtate. . Though 
there were few of his Kindred and Relations, 
= of his neighbours and acquaintance but he 
did make a perſonal application to, either by 
letters or conference : Yet for all this, who 
more ready to cry out of want of love to ſouls, 
and unprofitableneſs to others in his generati 
that he was no more full of compaſſion, and 
that he.made no better improvement of all the 
viſits that he made; in which, we ſhould not 
make carnal pleaſure and recreation our end; ' 
but the imparting & receiving of ſome ſpiritual 
gift. This made him, after a confiderable ab. 
ſence from a dear friend, to groan out theſe 
complaints. © God by his providence hath 
« oft brought us together ; ut to how little 
. 2 purpoſe 
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© pyrpoſe, God and our Conſciences know. . 


*© As for my part, I may juſtly bewail my bar- 
& renneſs, Oh, that I ſhould be of ſo little 
**uſe where I come ! Oh, that my tongue and 
* heart ſhould be ſtill ſo unfruitful ! I am rea- 
dy to hope ſometimes,that,if it ſhould pleaſe 
© God in his providence to bring us again toge- 
* ther, we may be more profitable one to ano- 
** ther. 

*« And this indeed makes me more deſirous of 
*coming to you again,than any thing elſe. That 
< I may do ſome good among you. Oh, how 


* few ſtudy to advance the intereſt of Chrilt - 


©* and the benefit of one anothers ſouls in their 
* vilits,as they ſhould and might do! I am not 
* able, at preſent, to order my affairs ſo as to 
< come comfortably over to you, but'I hope, 
* c'relong, the Lord will give me leave to ſee 
<« you, and be refreſhed by you, 1 defire to ſup- 
< ply my.abſence by this ſure tokeri of my re- 
& membrance of you , an. alſo that I might 
« have an opportunity for that which we ought 


* toeyc molt in the injoyment of one anothers , 


& ſocicty. But I have tound,that partly becauſe 
< of the narrowneſs of my heart, not being in- 
©larged to bring forth into a& what I have 
« ortatly deſired, partly becauſe of the malice 
* of the Enemy of our ſouls,who indeavours all 
** that poſhble he can, to lay ſtumbling blocks 
*©1n our way to real union and nearer acquain- 
tance with God and Chriſtian communion : 


*from theſe, and other cauſes, it is, that I 
& have 


| 
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_ «« have been too littleteneficial to you for 


c« mercy. 

« It may be, I may write that with freedom, 
<« which in preſence I ſhould not have ſpoken. 
« | ſhall take occaſion from your deſire of my 
« preſence with you to look higher to the de- 
«{jres of our ſouls to be in conjunion and 
« communion with the highelt good, who fills 
«yp all relations to our ſouls; who is ourFather, 
& our Husband, our Friend, our God; yea our 
*« all in all. But, when I ſay, He is all in all; I 
& mean more than that which we count all; For 
« every one doth confeſs, that it is God aloac, 
« that doth bleſs all other things to us, and that 
«jt is not out of the nature of thoſe things that 
« we 111joy,that they are bleſſings; but it is God, 
&« which makes them comforts to us. And thus 
« God is to be acknowledged All in all common 
&« injoyment | 

« But, beſides this, God is ſomething to the 
« ſoul, which he is by himſclt and not in the 
« mediation of the creatures, yhere God is as 
«« a portion, and lived upon as our true happi- 
« neſs; He is, not only the complement of 
* other things, but He himfelf is the ſouls ſuf- 
« ficiency, Il am a littie obſcure, 1 deſire to be 
& plainer, I mean, that through the diſpenſati- 
* on of the Gofpel, God is to be lived upon, 
,, delighted in, and choſen before all , for, for 
, this very cnd, hath Chrilt appeared, that he 
© might make God approachable by man, and 
&« that we who arc a far off, may be mad nigh. 
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« There is a nearneſs to God which we are 
<« not only allowed but called to in the loving 
<« diſpenſations of the Goſpel, ſo that now we 
<« arc not to be ſtrangers any longer, but friends; 
«ye are to have Pllowſhip and communion 
«with God. Why do not our hearts even 
« leap for joy, why do not our ſouls triumph 
<« in theſe diſcoveries of love ? Even becauſc, 
« we knownot the greatneſs of our priviledpes; 
< the highneſs of our calling, the excellency of 
<« our advancement, the bleſſedneſs of this life, 
<« the ſweetneſs of theſc imployments, the ſa: 
<« tisfaion of theſe injoyments, the comfort of 
< this heavenly life, the delights of this commn- 
* nion with God. We know not the things 
© which belong to-our peace : and thus when 
&< God calls us to that which he ſent his Son 
<« for, when Chrilt offers us,that which coſt him 
© ſo dear;we with the greateſt unworthineſs,the 
© vileſt ingratitude , refuſe, ſlight ana con- 
*temn it. What think we ! doth it not go even 
© to the heart ot. Chriſt ; and (to ſpeak after 
&« the manner of men) doth ir not grieve him to 
© the ſoul to behold his greateſt love ſcorned, & 
© the end of his agony to be more vilely ac- 
&* counted of than the baſeſt of our luſts ? 

«Let us therefore according to that high cal. 
© ling wherewith we are called, enter into a 
© morc intimate acquaintance with God,and ag 
« we find our ſouls' ating naturally towards 
* thoſe things, which are naturally dear tous ; 
« ſolet us itive to highten our ſpiritual affecti- 
© ons, Ne fo Ce jy "We 
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«We are very apt to look upon duties as bur- 
« dens rather than priviledges and ſeaſons of 
© injoying the greateſt refreſhments ; but theſe 
<« apprehenſions are very low and earthly. O 
© that we coukd at length ſet our ſclves to live a 
< ſpiritual life, to walk with God, and out of a 
<« new nature, to ſavour and relliſh thoſe things 
« which are above ! Could we but really, in- 
«tenſely, believingly defire that which is real 
« happineſs, and the Heaven of Heaven, union 
«<and communion with God; theſe deſires 
* would bring in ſome comfort. 

« As for me, you mult give me allowance to 
« get my affetions more empticd into God; 
«though it be with a diminution of love to 
« you; and bleſſed will that day be, when all 
gh hy will be fully ſwallowed up into God. 
« But ſpiritual love doth not deſtroy natural af- 
*fecions, or relative obligations, but perfect 
«and rectifie them; and ſoI may, giving up 
« my ſelf to God be ſtill yours, 


—— SST 
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CHAP. XIV. 
His trouble at the Barrenneſs of Chriſtians. 
E was not a little troubled at the barren- 


neſs of Chriſtians in their diſcourſe,. and 
their not improving their ſociety for the quick- 


ning and warming of thcir hearts; the cx- 


pence of pretious time unaccountably , the ill 
4 managc- 
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management of viſits, and the impertinency of 
their talk, he oft reflefted upon with a holy in- 
dignation. It vext him to the ſoul, to ſce what 
prizes ſometimes, were put into the hands of 
Chri'tians and how little skill and will they had 
to improve them, for the building up one ano- 
ther in the moſt holy faith : and that they who 
ſhould be incouraging of one another in the way 
to 2:04, communicating of experiences , and 
talking of their Country, and of the glory of 
that Kingdom which the Saints are heirs of, 
could ſatisfhe themſelves with empty com- 
mon vain {tuff; as if Chriſt, Hcaven and Eter- 
nity were not things of as great worth as any 
thing elſe, that uſually ſounds in the ears and 
comes from the lips of profeſſors. That the 
folly of common diſcourſe among Chriſtians 
mig't appear more, and that he might diſcover 
hoy lit:le ſuch language did become thoſe that 
profeſs themſelves [ſraclites, and that ſay,they 
are Jews; he once ſate down ſilent and took 
out his pen and ink, and wrote down in ſhort- 
hand the diſcourſes that paſſed for ſome time to- 
gether, amongit thoſe which pretended to more 
than common underſtanding in the things of 
God : and after a while he took his. paper and 
read it tothem, and asked them whether ſuch 
talks was ſuch as they would be willing God 
fhoul1 record. This he did , that he might 
ſhame them out of that uſual unobſerved: & un- 
lamented unprofitable communication and fruit- 
leſs ſquandring away that ineftimable Jowel, 
| Opportunity, 


— 


* 
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Opportunity, © Oh, to ſpend an hour or two 

<« together, and to hear ſcarce a word for Chriſt 

«© or that ſpeaks peoples hearts in love with ho- 

(«<linefs; 1s not this writing a brave rational di- 

« vine diſcourſe? Fie fie, Where's our love 

«to God and ſouls all this while, where's our 

*«« ſenſe of the pretiouſneſs of time, of thegreat- 

« neſs of our account ? Should we talk thus, if 
« we believed that we ſhould hear of this again 

« at the day of judgement? And do we 

« not know that we muſt give an account of 
*« every idle word? Is this like thoſe that under- 

« ſtand the language of Canaan ? Did Saints in 
« former times uſe their tongues to no better 
<« purpoſe? Would Enoch, David, or Paul, 
6 ho talked thus! Is this the ſweeteſt commu- 
<« nion of Saints upon earth ! How ſhall we do 

«to ſpend eternity in ſpeaking the praiſes of 
*« God, if we cannot find matter for an hours 
« diſcourſe. 

*« Doth not this ſpeak aloud our hearts to be 
«« very empty of gr:ce, and that we have little 
*« ſenſe of thoſe ſpiritual and eternal concerns 
*© upon us ? 

As the barrenneſs and empty converſe of 
Chriſtians was a fin that he greatly bewailed,ſo 
the want of love amongſt Chriſtians, and their 
diviſions, did colt him many tears and groans ; 
& he did what he could'to heal all the breaches 
that he could, by his tender prudent and Chriſti- 
an advice and counſel; an if prayers, tears && 

intreatics & counſels would prevail & cement 
differences, 
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differences, they ſhould not long be open: Nay 
if hisletters would ſignifie any thing to make an 
amicable and Chriitian corrcſpondencie , it 
ſhould not be wanting, And becauſe,the wounds 
of diviſion are yet bleeding, I ſhall inſert two 
healing Letrers of his, which ſpeak what ſpirit 


he was of : Which take as follows. + 


4— — 
CHAP. XV. 


. Two Letters to Cement differences, and cauſe 
Love among Chriſtians. 


© FT cannot be expected that wounds ſhould 
« be healed till their cauſe is removed ; 
& that which moveth me to write to you at 
<« preſent, and puts me upon intentions of writ- 
«ing again, is, Thatl may do my utmoſt, by 
© mouth and pen,for the remoyal of that which 
*isthe cauſe of the inward grief and trouble of 
* my ſoul, and, I am perſwaded, of others al- 
«9 as well as mine, v:z, thoſe diviſions, that I 
«could not but obſerve to be between your ſelf 
* and another Chriſtian friend, I hope, after 
** my asking counſel not only of my own heart, 
F* but of God alſo ; he hath dire&ed me to that 
* which may be to his own glory , and the 
5* 800d of your ſoul ; and not only for the re- 
* moving of gricf, but the rejoycing of the 
© hearts of them upon whom former diviſions 
© had any effect. 
cc I 
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<«] therefore deſire you to entertain theſe fol- 


£ lowing lines, as the iſſues of deep affection to 
«.your ſoul, and the honour of Religion : and 


©<[ beſeech you read them, not only as from 
« me who defire your good with the ſtrength 
<« of my foul, but as from God himſelf of 
&« whoſe love your good improvement will be a 
© token. That that end which I propoſe to my 
« ſelf, ] cannot but perſwade my ſclf, you your 
« ſelf deſign, commend and defire ; which is, 
© Chriſtian charity & that ſweet meek Goſpel 
© ſpirit, which is ſo highly and frequently com- 
* mended by our Saviour to the practice of his 
'© Diſciples. O that, where there hath been 
© any breachcs,there might be the nearer union; 
© and that ye might be joyned together in the 
* ſame ſpirit, -might keep the unity of the 
« ſpirit in the bond of peace. 
« And for this end that you would remove all 
& old hindrances : watch continually leſt you 
« sive,and be careful not to take occaſion of of: 
« fence, The neceſſity, uſefulneſs, ſweetneſs 
« of true ſpiritual love appears by the word of 
« Gods frequent urging of it, by the ſenſe of 
« Chriſtians, the uncomfortableneſs and defor- 
« mity of the contrary, Now, that you may 
« in an unintermitted conſtancy injoy peace 
« within and without and rejoyce my ſoul; 1 
« defire you to joyn your own indeavonrs with 
« the conſideration of thoſe things which I ſhall 
« now and hereafter ſend to you. 
* Firſt, Conſider that it is a Chriſtians duty 
yrs. ; |  £& to 
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« to go.out of himſelf, to lay -down his own 
<« ends and intereſts, and wholly to take upon 
« him Gods cauſe; to do all for God, and ro 
<« a& as under God, to be Gods inſtruments in 
<< ur ſouls and bodies which are Gods : Thus 
« did God create man for His own glory, and 
<« not that man ſhould ſeck himſelf, And when 
«man fell, he fell out of God into himſelf; 
«« ont of that divine order and compoſure of 
&« mind in which God had made him, into con- 
<« fyfion; from a love of God, into a corrupt 
«ſelf-love and ſelf-ſeeking. Now if we do but 
& deſcend into our ſouls, 6& obſerve the attings, 
6 jnt-ats and contrivances of them, we cannot 
&« but obſcrve how confuſedly and abominably 
<« ajt work together for the pampering, pleaſing 
«and. advancing of ſelf, We are not to 
<« think that if we do not preſently diſcover 
<« this in our ſelves, that it is not ſo with us : 
<« For, in ſome degree it is in every one, even 
*jn the truly regenerate;as far as they have the 
< relicks of corruption in them,ſo far they have 
< jn their ſouls this ſclt-love, Now this diſor- 
<« der in our minds whereby they are taken off 
«« from thcir right ends is that very natural cor- 
** ruption and depravedneſs which we received 
** from Alan, and it is,und, to a ſpiritual ſenſe, 
*© ought to be, worſe than Hell it ſclf; in as 
*< much as the cauſ2 doth eminently contain all 
** and more evil than the effect, 
« This is the ſpiritual death, whereby we are 
« deadin ſin, the fruit of the firlt curſe, Thox 
&« ſhalt 


(77) 

&« (halt die the death, The ſouls life in this 
*«« world, is its being in God and living to God, 
<« and injoyment of God ; and the ſouls eternal 
« life will be, ſo to know God as to be formed 
<« into his likeneſs,and to be received into a full 
& participation of, and communion with God. 
« The ſouls death here, is its being fallen off 
«« from God, and its being carricd into its ſelf ; 
*« and its eternal death will be, an utter ſepara- 
*« tion from him. 

« Now mankind being thus fallen from God, 
&« Chriſt is ſent for this very end, to bring man 
* back again to God ;*and then man is brought 
« unto God , when he is brought out of that 
*« ſtate of ſelf-love into that ſtate whereby he 
*«« gives up himſelf wholly to God. Thus the 
*« ſoul being quickened by the ſpirit of God, 
* leaveth off living to its ſelf, which was its 
*« death; and lives to God, which is its life. 
« Here comes in the great duty of denying of 
* 0ur ſelves for Chriits ſake ; which indeed 
*© were noduty,if there were nothing in us con- 
*trary to God. 

« This then is our duty not to ſcek our own 
'© things, before the things of God; to lay 
« Gods glory as the foundation of all our att 
« ons, and if there be any thing in vs contrary 
« to that, to give it noleave to ſtand in com- 
& petition with God, 

* Now, were this deeply rooted in our hearts, 
« how would cofitention, anger, wrath and 


« heart-burning and all things of this narure 
"Ti «ccaſc ? 
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« ceaſe ? Such influence would the taxing Gods 
<« part againſt ſelf have, into the quict and peacc 
« of men, that it cannot be without it. 

«© We ſee, how wiſely God hath ordered. 
« things, that the very a&t of mans being off 
« from God, ſhould be the cauſe of —— : 
«war and miſery: and what can be more juſt 
&«& and equal than this, that God, who is the au- 
« chor of our being, ſhould be the end of our 
«being? O then, that once our mirids were 
<« again reduced to this frame, To /:ve wholly to 
©« God! O that we were wrought into a through 
<& prejudice againſt ſelf which itands between us 
« and true peace! I beg of you to ſpare ſome 
<« time from the world, and retire into privacie, 
&« where you may apply this to your own ſoul, 

«My prayer to God for you, out of the 
« ſtrong yearnings of my foul towards you is, 
«that he would make this effeual to its in- 
* tended end,for the inward peace of your ſoul, 
* for your comfortable walking with God, in 
*« this life, and that condition wherein the wiſ- 
*« dom of God hath placed you.l writ theſe lines 
*« with the ſtrength of affeaion: I feel fear, 
*« grief, compaſhon, working ſtrongly. O pi- 
* ty me in the midſt of all theſe, whileſt I can- 
*not call to remembrance the cauſe of theſc 
** without a flood of tears, Fulfi/! therefore »y 
© joy in being of one mind: yea , if there be 
© any conſolation in Chriſt , if any comfort in 
« love, if any-fellowſhip of the ſpirit , if any 
© bowels of mercy ; fulfill ye my joy , and be 


« liks 


If 
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« };he-minded , having the ſame love , being of 
© ,ne accord, of one mind, Phil, 2. 1, 2, I leave 
«you tothe love and mercy of God, and to 
« the working of his ſpirit, which alone is able 
«to put lite and power into theſe words, 
« Which that he would do, is the earneſt re- 
<« queſt and fervent prayer of yours, 


Fobn Faneway. 


Now upon a faithful peruſal of this Letter, 
it pleaſed the Lord to give a meek and more 
complying ſpirit, and in a great meaſure it 
wrought its intended effect, The noble defign 
of this ſweet peace-maker, took fo far as to pro- 
duce an ingenious acknowledgement, and ſor- 
rowful bewailing of the 'want of that ſelf-deni- 
al, humility, meckneſs, and love, which dot' 
ſo much become our ſacred profeſſion. Upon 
the hearing of this good news, how ſtrangdy 
was this good man tranſported ! Upon the re- 
ccipt of a letter from the former friend, which ' 
þ gave no ſmall fatisfa&tion & hopes that his for- 

mer indeavours were not in vain. And, that he 
might drive the nail to the head, he ſpeedily 
backs his fer former Letter with a ſecend; 
which ſpeaks theſe words. | 


Dear Friend, 


Y ſoul is iularged towards you and my af- 
| fections work within me ; andyet give 
me leave now to lay aſide thoſe weak _— 
9 
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of natural affetion, and to kindle my ſoul with 
divine love, Here there is no fear of running 
out too far while all is in Chriſt, and for Chriſt. 
© that now 1 could let out the ſtrength of my 
ſoul, not as to your ſelt but as to God ! O that 
my heart were more inlarged , that it may be 
comprehenſive of a more full true Chriitian 
love ! God is altogether lovely,and to be loved 
for himſelf, and we are ſo far dark, ignorant 
and blind, as we do not ſee and account him 
molt amiable. O let me have ſuch diſcoveries 
of his excellency , that my heart: may pant, 
thir & and break for its carneſt longings after 
the richeſt participations of him; that I may 
for ever be ſwallowed up of his love ! O that 
I. may love him a thouſand times more than [ 
do! That I may recjoyce in him, and take the 
ſweeteſt complacencie,6 delight in him alone ; 
& that I could let out my affeCtions moſt, where 
I ſee any thing, of himſelf, any beams of the 
image of his holineſs, and that beareth the im- 
preſhon of his ſpirit. Had you viſited me from 


the dead,could my affections have moved more--: 


ſtrongly, or my rejoycings have been greater 
than they were at the receipt of thoſe lines 
which 'I had from you, wherein ſo much of 
Chriſt in you, and the goodneks of Chriſt to me 
did appear. Fulfil my joy in the Lord , re- 
freſh my bowels,and let not my rejoycing be in 
vain. If it hath pleaſed the Lord to make the 
imperfect & weak indeavours of his unworthy 
ſervant, any way ſubſervient to his own glory 

in 


? 
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in you, it is that which I account my ſelf unwor- 
thy of, & deſire to receive it from him as a ma- 
nifeſtation of the riches of his free goodneſs to 
my ſelf; . knowing my felf to be unworthy to 
be his inſtrument in the meaneſt ſervice, much 
more in ſogfteat a one as this is. Hoping and 
perſwading my ſelf of the effectual vvork of my 
former letter, I am incouraged to write again 
both becauſe of my promiſe, and your expecta- 
tion and the vveighty nature of the ſubject that 
I vvas then upon, vvhich vvas Zove, True Chri- 
ſtian love, which is a thing ſo comly, ſo beau- 
tiful and ſweer, and of ſuch vveighty power in 
all actions to make them divine &cxcellent, that 
there is no labour loſt in ind2avouring to get 
more of it, even in thofe in vvhom it moſt 

aboundeth,* The Apoſtle, 1 Theſ. 4. 9, 10. 
* Though he knew that they vverc taught of God 
to love one another, and that they did it to- 
wards all the Brethren, yet, even them he be- 
ſeeched to abound more and more in that grace 
of love, The former principal out of which 
this love doth ariſe, (as I informed you in my 
former Letter) was the putting off our own in- 
tcreſts and putting on Gods. Now I ſhall pro- 
ceed in minding you of another Chriſtian duty, 
which is effeual ta the knitting'us together in 
a firm operative love, and that is this z That a 
Chriſtian is to walk as ane that is a member of 
Chriſt Jeſus. Into what near and cloſe Union 
are thoſe that are given him by the Father re- 


ceived'! How hath the Moly-Ghoſt choſen ou 
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all the neareſt natural relations to expreſs and 
ſhadow but the cloſeneſs of that ſpiritual re- > 
lation that is between Chriſt and his! Chriſt is 
our King and we his _ he is our Maſter 
and we are his Servants, he is our Shepherd and 
we the Sheep of his Paſture, he is our friend 
and we his, he is our Husband and we are his 
Spouſe; he is the Vine we the Branches, he our 
Head and we are his Members ; he is in us and 
wein him, he is our Life. This duty will have 
influence upon our affections theſe ways. 

_ Firſt, As Chriſt is our Head and we are his 
Members, ſo he hath an abſolute command 
over us. And where this relation is real, 0- 
bedience to the commands of Chriſt is ſweet 
and without conſtraint and force ; now this is 
Chriſts command that we ſhould love one 
another; by this ſaith he ſhall all men know 
you are my Diſciples if you love one another, 
Thoſe relations into which Chriſt, receiveth 
his, ſpeak and hold forth a willing cheerful 
full ſubmiſſion to the commands of Chriſt, and 
what duty is there in all the Goſpel which is 
more frequently and earneſtly preſſed than 
this. A new commandment give I unto you 
that you love one another as I have loved you, 
ſo love one another, So full is the whole 
Scripture of obligations, both upon Conſcience 
and Ingenuity to this duty, that the whole 
ſtream of it ſeems to run into this chanel of 
Love. But Chrifts command is ſuch an ob- 

ligation as one that hath any ſpiritual _ = 
cc 
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feel the ſtrength of it, cannot break, It is 
Chriſt hath conimanded, and ſhall not we 
obey? Shall not the love of Chriſt conſtrain 
us ? Shall we be ſo unkind to him who hath 
been ſo kind to us, as to ſtand it out with 
him in ſo equal a command ? Shall not the 
ſweetneſs of Chriſt overcome us ; that ſeeing 
his love was ſo great, as not to ſpare his life 
for us, yea, and ſuffer more for us I believe 
than we think he did, nay, I may fay than 
we can conceive ke did, and that which com- 
mends his love to us is, that he ſhould do 
and ſuffer ſo nmch for us, that of his crea- 
tures we were become his Enemies! Why 
ſhould we not then cheerfully ſubmit to him in 
this one command, love one another ? Doth 
not the very word Love carry in it at the firſt 
hearing abundance of alluring violence ? This 
is Chriſts yoak, and here we may well ſay, 
his yoak is eafic and his burthen is light. 
What is there in a life of divine love that we 
necd be afraid of ? What is there in this com- 
mand that is grievous ? How can this yoak be 
uncafly ? What reaſon to be loath to take it 
on? But ſuch is the baſe degeneracy and un- 
reaſonableneſs of corrupted nature, that when 
any thing comes in competition with ſelf-love, 
then all bonds muſt be broken, all yoaks 
mu be caſt oft, and nothing will then keep 
us-in, but we muſt and wilt take our own 
part though never ſo bad. And our own 
part inthe heart of paſſion muſt ſeem belk, 
G2 though 
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though it be contrary to infinite Righteouſneſs, + 
which is God himſelf, O that we could once 
learn to lay aſide this natural prejudice, which 
we have againft vvhatſgever doth thwart our 
humours, though it be never ſo juſt, holy and 
rational, O that we could look more nar- p 4 


rowly, and ſcarch more cxaQtly into our ſelves 
vvith a ſpiritual Eye, and then vve could not 
but ſee that vvhich would make us loath our 
{clves, and to become abominable in. our own 
Eyes, and rather take any part than our own, 
vve ſhould ſee ſo much deccitfulneſs in our 
ſelves, as that vve ſhould think our caſe bad. 
though ic ſeem never ſo good to our natural 
ſelf, till we apply it to the rule, Rule, na- 
ture vvould have none but itſelf; and though 
in our better compoſure of mind, vve may re- | 
ceive ſome other rule ; yet in our paſhons vve | 
cannot ſpare time to go to any other rule, but 
we take that vvhich 1s next to hand, and ſelf 
vvill be ſure to be that. But we mult, if vve | 
vvill be truce Chriſtians, learn to deny ſelf, and | 
vvholly to ſubmit our ſelves to the Command 
of Chriſt, as our only Rule, O, let the pow- | 
er of Chrilts love, and command, make us 0- 
bedicnt to this command of love. | 
Secondly, If vve are to walk as Members of | 
Chriſt, vvho is our Head; this hath influ- | 
ence upon our affections to oblige us to love 
one another, as, from the command vvhich 
the Head hath over the Members, ſo, from 


the conformity that is to be in the Members 
to 
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to the Head. The Head and the Members are 
not of two ſeveral Natures ; But, the ſame na- 
cute paſſeth from the Head through all the 
Malina Now, if vve be ingrafted into Chriſt, 
vve muſt become of the ſame nature vvith him ; 
letus be followers of Chriſt as dear Children, 
and walk in love, as Chriſt alſo hath loved 
1s. Paul bids us to be followers of himſelf, 
as he vvas follower of Chriſt; Chriſt then is 
to be our great pattern: He commands us to 
learn of him, for he was meck, For us to 
think to attain unto a perfect conformity to 
him, is in vain ; but, as much as our natures 


- arc capable of vve are to ſtrive for it. Chrilts 


love to us, hath breadth, and length, and 
depth, and heighth, vvhich paſſeth knowledge. 
Greater love hath no man than this, that-a 
man ſhould lay down his life for his friend, 
but herein Chriſt commended his love to us, 
in that vvhile vve vvere enemies, Chrilt died 
for us. Behold what manner of love is this, 
that Chriſt hath beitowed on us ! Hereby per- 
ceive vve the love of God ( that is Chriſt ) 
becauſe he laid down his life for us, 17«h.3.16. 
His inference is there the ſame with mine, and 
that in a higher degree 3 we onght to lay down 
our lives for the Brethrin, If Life, then fin ; 
then paſſon an1 vvrath ; then a baſe prond ſelf- 
pleaſing and contradicting humour, Do vve 
ſce any Lovelineſs or Beauty in Chrilt Jctus ? 
Is there no excellency in his ſweetneſs, pity.and 
patience? Is not his loving-kindneſs amiable ? 
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And would not ſomthing like this in us, be 
deſirable ? Had he more reaſon to love us than 
we have to love one another ? Q, let our ſouls 
be overcome with the thoughts of this love of 
Chriſt: Let our hearts be kindled and blown 
up into a flame of Love, by it. O, when ſhall 
this dear, precious, pure, eternal love of His, 
over-power our ſouls? When ſhall it have its 
proper effect upon us, to make ys to deſire ear- 
neſtly to be like our beloved ! When ſhall we 
put on his beauty! O how lovely ſhould we 
then look !! Let us put off that deformity that 
is upon our Souls, which makes us ſo unlike to 
Chriſt ; yea, which makes us loathſome in his 
Eyes, Pride, Paſſions, Worldlineſs, are thoſe 
Soul-deformitics, which keep Chriſt at ſuch a 
diſtance from us, and which hinder his more 
ſweet frequent and intimate converſe with us. 

[t is _ that of Himſelf which Chriſt ſeeth 
in us, which he delighteth in, For, in Him is 
the perfection of all Beauty and excellency, and 
whatſoever lovclineſs is in any thing elſe, comes 
from him,is like him, and leads to him. Would 
we know, how much we are beloved of him,let 
us ſee how much we are like him ; for, He can- 
not but love that which is like himſelf, and if 
we would be like him, we muſt put on love, 
for God 25 love, and he that dwelleth in love dwel- 
leth in God and God in him, 1 Joh. 4. 16. 

Thirdly, If we ought to walk towards one 
another as members of the ſame body, where- 
of Chriſt is the Head, what can ſpeak a ys 
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ſer union than commemberſhip ? No man ever 
yct hated his own flefh, but nouriſheth and che- 
riſheth it. But we.do not feel the power of 
this oneneſs, as we ought to do, Weare ma- 
ny ; and where there is diviſion, there will be 
diſſention ; that we may therctore, be more 
one, let us be more in putting oft our ſelf, and 
going into Chriſt, : Here, let vs look into the 
loathſomneſs of. our natures, whileft off from 
God; which is the cauſe of all this confulion,and 
if we cannot ſee its deformity in its ſelf, lct us 
ſec it in reflection in its bitter effects; and 
when we ſee our own deformity, we ſhall ſee 
leſs cauſe to love our ſelves, and more cauſe to 
love others, Let us look upon our oneneſs in 
Chriſt, and ſee if we can thence become one 
in affections, Chrilt ſaith, 7 and the children 
which thou haſt given one ; we have one ſpiritual 
Father, we are brethren ; let us love as bre- 
thren.The cauſe of this union is our being made 
partakers of Chriſts nature, and baptized into 
the ſame ſpirit with him : and, if we.have at a- 
ny time experienced the more lively and full 
incomes of this ſpirit of Chriſt, how did it ſct 
the heart on fire ! The ſoul is then too narrow 
to contain its own affections ; how dearly then 
could we look upon a Saint! How did pride 
and wrath vaniſh and melt down into meek- 
neſs,hunulity and love | Did we never expert- 
ence what this meaneth ? Then, let the remem- 
brance of the ſweetneſs of. it, renew it 1n us. 
O, a life of ſpiritual love is a life indeed, a 
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Heayen upon earth! This is a good rule ; when 
vve find our ſelves in a ſpiritual temper, let us 
examine our ſelves then, and inquire how vve 
like ſuch a frame : Let us remember the Voice 
of the ſpirit in us, and labour to have our judg- 
ment and affe&ions always after, ſo ballanced. 
Fourthly, Are vyve members of Chrilt, vve do 
not ſay, vve do not love Chriſt. If vve do 
indeed love Chriſt, let us love him vvherever 
vve find Him. Chriſt is in all thoſe, that are 
His. Let vs fear offending Chriſt in bis, for 
vvhat is done to th-m, He vvill take as done 
to himſelf, It vvill be ſaid in that great Day, 
In as much as ye did it unto theſe, ye did it unts 
me, Let us think vvhat vve vvill of it at preſent, 
the vvorld vvill find this true to their coſt, And 
if yve act as in Chriſt, vve ſhall find our ſelves 
as much concerned for him as for our ſelves,and 
more too. Oh the vvrongs that are done to him, 
vve ſhall reckon done to us. If vve are Chriſts, 
Chriſts intereſt vvill be ours, and his injuries 
ours. If vve are Chriits, vve vvill be as fear- 
ful of offending of any of his, as of vvronging 
of our ſeives. Chriſt himſelf is above the reach 
of our vvrongs, to be touched by them in him- 
ſelf; byt, in his Members he ſuffers to this ve- 
ry day. If then Chriſt arid vve are one, and 
Chriſt and all his are one; let us love Chriſt 
in his, let us rejoice inChriſt in his members, let 
us indeavour to requite Chriſt in his members : 
tet us fear grieving the ſpirit of Chriſt, in grie- 
ving the ſpirits of any of his dear ones. Wound 
not 
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not Chriſt in vvoundins the heart of his belo- 
ved, O the pretiouſneſs, pleaſure and profit of 
this love,I beg of God to give you a full injoy- 
ment of that ſweetneſs and the joyful fruits of 
it, the Lord refreſh you vvith a quick and con- 
ſtant ſence and ſight of his eternal love towards 
your ſoul; to vvhich the aſſurance of trhe 
Chriſtian love by the effeRual vvork of the 
Comforter,may bring you. By this vve know, 
that vve are paſſed from Death to Life, becauſe 
vve love the Brethren. If it ſhall pleaſe the Lord 
to give me leave to ſee you ug 11n, I ſhall come 
vvith ſtrong expeRations, and carneſt defires of 
ſeeing a ſweet alteration for the better in you, 
in your deportment, and carriage towards one 
that did deſerve better at your hands. And 
vvhat an effect hopes of this nature fruſtrated, 
vvill produce ; I beſcech you to judge. I pray 
God fill you vvith peace and joy. My hand is 
vveary vvith vvriting, but my mind {till runs 
forth in deſires and prayers for you. I hope the 
Lord vvill take away all cauſe of vvriting any 
more of this fubject unto you, Your Letter 
gave me hopes of a good beginning : I beſeech 
the Lord to carry on vvhat he hath begun ta.the 
glory of his goodneſs, that I may at every fight 
of you, ſee more of the image of Chriſt in you, 
and more of the power and beauty of this grace 
of love, and that I may find you drawn nearer 
to Heaven, and ſee you vvith Chriſt in Heaven 
vyhen time ſhall be no more. I leave you in 


- the Arms of Love, Fohn Janeway. 
By 
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By all this you may eafily perceive what ſpi- | 


rit acted him, and how much he was troubled 
for any diviſions amongſt the people of God. 
Indeed, he was of ſo loving, and lovely adiſ- 
poſition, that he even commanded the affeci- 
ons of moſt that knew him; and ſo humble he 
Wis, that he was aſhamed to be loved for his 
own ſake. 

Ican never forget a ſtrang expreſſion, that 
I have heard from him, concerning one that 
had a very ardent love for him. _ ] know this 
(faith he) that I love no love bur what is purely 
for Chriſts ſake, would Chriſt might have all the 
love, He alone deſervesit : for my part, 1 am 
efraid and aſhamed of the love and reſpetts of 
Chriſtians. He ſaw ſo much pride, peeviſh- 
neſs and diviſion amongſt Profeffors, that it did 
not alittle vex his righteous Soul, and made 
him think long, to be in a ſweeter Air, where 
there ſhould be nothing but union, joy and 
love. He could not indure to hear Chriſtians 
fpeak reproachfully one of another, becauſe 
they were of different judgments and perſwa- 
fions. There where he ſaw moſt holineſs, hu- 
mility and love, there he let-out moſt of his 
affections. And he was of that holy mans mind, 
that it were pity that the very name of diviſi- 
on were not buried; and that the time would 
come, that we might all dearly pay for our un- 
Þbrotherly nay unchriſtian Animoſities. 
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CHAP. XV l. 
An account of the latter part of his Life, 


FE OR the latter part of his Life ; he lived 
liked a man that was quite weary of the 
world, and that looked upon himſelf as a fſtran- 
ger here, and that lived in the conſtant ſight of 
a better world. He plainly declared himſelf 
but a Pilgrim that looked for a better Country, 
a City that had foundations, whoſe builder and 
maker was God. His habit, his language, his 
deportment, all ſpoke him one of another 
world. His meditations were ſo intenſe, long 
and frequent, that they ripened him apace for 
Heaven ; but, ſomewhat weakned his body, 
Few Chriſtians attain to ſuch a holy contempt 
of the world, and to ſuch clear believing, joy- 
ful, conſtant apprehenſions of the tranſcen- 
dent glories of the unſeen world. 

He made it his whole buſineſs to keep pp ſen- 
ſible communion with God, and ro grow into 
a humble familiarity with God, and to main- 
tain it. And if by reaſon of company or any ne- 
ceſſary diverſions, this was in any mcaſure in- 
terrupted ; he would complain, like one out of 
his element, till his ſpirit-was recovered into a 
delightful more unmixed free intercourſe with 
God. He was never ſo well ſatisfied, as when 


he was more immediately ingaged in what 


brought 
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brought him nearer to God; and by this he 
injoyed thoſe comforts frequently, which other ; 
Chriſtians rarely meet with, His graces and 
experiences, toward-his end grew to aſtoniſh- 
ment. His faith got up to a full aſſurance; his 
deſires into a kind of injoyment and delight. 
; He was oft brought into the banqueting houſe, 
and there Chriits Banner over him was love; 
and he ſate down under his ſhadow with great 
delight, and his Fruit was pleaſant unto his taſt, 
His Eyes beheld the King in his Beauty, and 
while teſate at his Table, his ſpicknard did 
ſpend forth its pleaſant ſmell : he had frequent 
viſions of Glary, 'and this Fohr lay in the bo- 
ſom of nis Maſter, and was ſure a very beloved 
Diſciple, and highly favored. His Lord oft 
called him up to the Mount to hin, and let 
him ſee his excellent Glory, O the ſweet fore- 
talts that he had of thoſe pleafures that arc at 
the right Hand of God. How oft was he fea(t- 
ed with the feait of fat things thoſe wines on 
the lees well refined; and ſometimes he was like 
aGiant refreſht with new wine,rejoycing to run 
the race that was ſet before him, whether of 
doing or of ſuffering. He was even ſick of love 
and he could ſay to the poor unexperienced 
World, O traſt and ſee! andto Chriſtians come 
aud I well tell you what God bath done for 
my Soul. O what do Chriſtians mean that they 
do no more labour to get their ſences ſpiritually 
exerciſed ? O, why do they not make Religi- 
on the very buſineſs of their lives? O, why is t p 
Soul, 
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Soul, Chriſt and Glory thus diſgiſed ? Is there 
nothing in communion with Goa# Are all thoſe 
comforts of Chriſtians, that follow hard after 
him, worth nothing ? Is it not worth the while 
to make ones calling and Election ſure ' O, why 
do men and women jeſt, and dally in the great 
- matters of Etcrnity ? Little do people think, 
what they ſlight, when they are ſeldom and 
formal in ſecret duties, and when they neglet 
that great duty of Meditation, which I have 
through rich mercy, found ſo ſweet and refreſh- 
ing: O, what do Chriſtians mean, that they 
keep at ſuch a diſtance from Chriſt ? Did they 
but know the thouſandth part of that ſweetneſs 
that is in him, they could not chooſe but follow 
him hard; they would run and not be weary, 
and walk and not be faint. 

He could ſenſibly and experimentally, com- 
mend the ways of (50d to the poor unexperien- 
ced world, and ſay, His ways are pleaſantneſs ; 
and juſtifie wiſdom and ſay,her paths were peace. 
He. could take off thoſe aſperſions which the 
Devil, and the atheiſtical frantick ſots, do caſt 
upon Godlineſs in the power of it. Here is one 
that could challenge all theAtheilts in the world 
to diſpute ; here 1s one could bring ſenſible de- 
monſtrations to prove a deity,& the reality and 
excellency of inviſibles; which theſe. ignorant 
fools and mad men, make the ſubject of their 
ſcorn: Here js one that would not change de- 
lights with the greateſt epicures living, and vie 
pleaſure with all the ſenſual rich gallants of the 
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world. Which of them all could in the midſt 


of their jollis&/ ſay, This is the pleaſure, that 
ſhall laſt for ever * Which of them can ſay, 
among their Cups and Whores, 7 can now look, 
Death m the Face, and, this very Moment I can 
be content, yea olad, to leave theſe delights, as 
knowing, 1 ſhall injoy better, And this he 
could do, when he fared deliciouſly in ſpiritual 
banquets every day : He could, upon better 
reaſon than he did, ſay, Soul, thomhaſt goods laid 
up for many years, He knew full well, that what 
he did here injoy, was but a little to what he 
ſhould have ſhortly. 1» hzs preſence there is 
Fulneſs of joy ; at ms right band there are plea- 
ſures for evermore, Where is the Belſhazzar, 
that would not quake in the midit of his Cups, 
whilſt he is quathng and carouzing in bowls of 
the richeſt Wine, if he ſhould ſee a hand up- 
on the Wall, writing bitter things againſt him ; 
telling him that his joys are at an end, and that 
this night his ſoul mult be required of him; that 
now, he muſt come away, and = an account 
of all his ungodly pleaſures, before the mighty 
God. Where is the ſinner, that could be con- 
tented to hear the Lord roaring out of Zo, 
whileſt he is roaring in the Tavern ? Which of 
them would be glad to hear the trumpet ſound, 
and to hear that voice, Ar:ſc you dead and come 
ro judgment ? Which of them would rejoyce to 
ſee the Mountains quaking, the Elements mel- 
tg with fervent heat, and the Earth conſumed 
with flames; &the LordChrift whom they def pi 
ſed, 
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ſed, coming in the clouds with Millions of his 
Saints and Angels, to be avenged upon thoſe 
that kncw not God and obeyed not his Goſpel, 
Is not that a bleſſed ſtate, when a man can lift 
up his head with joy, when others tremble with 
fear, and fink with ſorrow? And this was the 
condition of this holy young man. In the 
midſt of all worldly comforts he longed for 
death : & the thought of the day of Judgment, 
made all his injoyments ſweeter. O, how did 
he long for the coming of Chriſt ! Whilt ſome 
have been diſcourſing by him of that great and 
terrible day of the Lord, he would ſmile, and 
humbly expreſs his delight in the forethoughr 
of that approaching hour, 

I remeraber, once there was a great talk that 
one had foretold that Doomſday ſhould be up- 
on ſuch a day : although he blamed their da- 
ring folly, that would pretend to know that 
which was hid from the Angels themſelves, and 
that theDevil could notacquaint them with; yet 
granting their ſuppoſition to be true, what then 
ſaid he ? What if the day of Judgmennt were 
come, as it will moſt certainly come ſhortly ? If 
I were ſure, the day of Judgment were-to be- 
Sin within an hour, I ſhould be glad with all my 
heart. If at this very inſtant, I ſhould hear ſuch 
thunderings, and ſee ſuch lightnings, as 1ſrac/ 
did at Mount $:na:; I am perſwaded, my very 
heart would leap for joy. But this I am confi- 
dent of, through infinite mercy, that the very 
meditation of that day hath even A 

oul, 
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ſoul, and the thought of the certainty and near- 
neſs of it, is more refreſhing to me than the 
comforts of the whole world, Surely, nothing 
can more revive my Spirits, than to behold the 
bleſſed Jeſus; the joy, life, and beauty of my 
ſoul. Would it not more rejoyce me, than Fo- 
ſephs wagons did old Facob ? I lately dreamed 
that the day of Judgment was come : Me- 
thought, I heard terrible cracks of thunder, and 
ſaw dreadful lightnings ; the foundations of the 
earth did ſhake, and the Heavens were roled 
together as a garment; yea, all things viſible 
were in a flame ; methought, I ſaw the graves 
opened, and the earth and Sea giving up their 
dead ; methought, I ſaw millions of Angels,and 
Chriſt comming in the clouds, Methought, I be- 
held the antient of days fitting upon his Throne, 
and all other Thrones calt down: Methought, 
I beheld him whoſe Garments were white as 
Snow, and the hair of his head like pure Wool: 
His Throne was like the firely flame, and his 
wheels as burning fire ; a firey ſtream iſſued and 
came forth from him ; thouſands of thouſands 
miniſred unto him ; and ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand ſtood before him ; and the Judgment 

was ſet and the books were opened, O, but 

with what an cxtaſie of joy was I ſurprized ! 

Methought, it was the molt heart-raiſing, and 

ſoul-raviſhing ſight, that ever my eyes beheld : 

and then I cried out, have warted for thy ſal- * 

vation, O God; and ſo I mounted into the Air, 

to meet my Lord in the Clouds. 
This 
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This I record, only to ſhew, how far he was 
from being dauntcd at the thoughts of death or 
. Judgement : and tolet other Chriſtians know, 
what is attainable in this life ; and what folly it 
is, for us to take up with ſo little, waen our 
Lord is pleaſed to make ſuch noble proviſions 
for vs, and by a wiſe and diligent improvement 
of thoſe means which God hath offered us, we 
may have an entrance adminiſtred to us abun- 
dantly into the everlaſting Kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 

O how comfortable, how honourable, and 
how profitable is this ſtate ! Theſe are your 
men that quit themſelves like Chriſtians This 
is true gallantry, noble manhood, real valour ! 
This was the condition of Mr. 74aneway for 
abont three years beforc he diced ; 1 will not de- 
ny ut that he had ſome clouds ; but, he uſually 
walked in a ſweet, even, humble ſerenity of 
ſpirit, an4 his refreſhing joys were more conli- 
derable than his diſpontings ; and thongh he 
daily queſtioned many actions ; yet, did not 
queltion his {tate, but had his keart fixed upon 
that rock that neither waves nor winds could 
ſhake. His ſenſes were ſtill fo ſpiritually exer- 
ciſed, as that he could look up to Heaven as his 
zountry and Inheritaace, and to God as his Fa- 
ther, and to Chriſt as his Redeemer ; and (that 
which is ſcarce to be heard of) he counted it 
the highelt act of patiznce to be willing to die, 
and a very great pitch of ſcli-denial to be con- | 

tented to p. in this wor, and to diwcl] on this 
| H lide 
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ſide a full and eternal injoyment of that royal 
__ One whom his ſoul was ſo much in 
ove with, In a word, he had the moſt earneſt 
dclircs to be diſſolved and to be with Chriſt that 
I ever ſaw, read, or heard of, fince the Apolt- 
les times. 


CHAP, XVII. 


CI nn re em eo 


His laſt Sickneſs, and Death, 


A N D now the time draws nigh, wherein 
his longings ſhall be ſatisfied ; heis cal- 
lea to his lat work ; and truly, his deportment 
init, was honourable; his carriage ſo eminent- 
ly gracious, ſo meck, patient, fruitful, joyful 
and thankful, that it made all his friends ſtand 
and wonder as being abundantly above their cx- 
p*ricnce and reading ; and thoſe Chriſtians that 
ſaw him, could not but admire God in him, &z 
look upon him as one of the moſt ſingular inſtan- 
ces of rich grace, and even blcſs God that their 
eyes, ever ſaw, or their ears ever heard, ſuch 
things ; and had ſuch a ſenſible demonſtration of 
the reality of inviſibles, 


He falls into a deep Conſumption, 


His body is now ſhaken again, and he falls - 
into a deep Conſumption ; but, this meſſenger 
of God did not in the leaſt damp him, bpitong 
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of blood, was no ghaſtly thing to one that had 
his eye upon the blood of Jeſus ; faint ſweats 


did not daunt him that had always ſuch reviving 
cordials at hand. It's matter of joy to him, 
that he was now in ſome hopes of having his 
earneſt deſires ſatisficd. 

After he had been a while ſick, a ſudden dim- 
neſs ſeized upon his eyes ; by and by his ſight 
quite failed; and there was ſuch a viſible alte- 
ration in him, that he and others judged theſe 
things to be the tymptoms of death approach- 
ing. But when he was thus taken, he was not 
in the lealt ſurprized ; but was lifted up with 
joy to think, what a life he was going to, Iook- 
ing upon death it ſelf as one of his Fathers ſer- 
vants, and his friend that was ſent as a meſſen- 
ger to conduct him fafely to his glorious pa- 
lace, | 

When he felt his body ready to faint, he cal- 
led to his Mother and tautd, © Dcar Mother I 
* am ying, but I beſeech you be not troubled ; 
«for, 1 am through niercy, quite above the 
« fears of death, it's no great matter, have no- 
« thing troubles me but the apprehenfions of 
*© your grief. I am going to Him, whom I 
*© love above life. 

But it pleaſed the Lord to raiſe him again a 
l:ttle out of this fainting fit, for his maſter had 
yet more work for him to do beforc he mult re- 


' ceive his wages. - Although his outward man 


decayed apace, yet he ts renewed in the inward 


; Man day byday : Hisgraces were never more 


| 


H 2 active, 


. = _ 
—_— _— T_T OT 


( 100) 
active, and his experiences were never greater, 
When one would have thought, he ſhould have 
been taken up with his diltemper, and that it 
had ben enough for him to grapple with his 


.pains,then he quite forgets his weakneſs ; and is 


ſo ſwallowed up of the lite to come, that he had 
ſcarce Iciſure to think of his ſickneſs. 

For ſeveral wecks together, I never heard 
tne leaſt word that ſavoured of any complaint 
or wearineſs under the hand of God ; except, 
his eager defire to be with Chriit, be counted 
complaining, and his hatte to be in Heaven be 
called imparicnce, Now's the time when one 
m:ight have ſeen Heaven and the Glory of ano- 
thee world re:lized to ſenſe. His faith grew 
exceedingly and his love was proportionable, 
and his joys were cqual to both, 

O the rarc attainments ! The high and divine 
expreſſions, that dropped from his mouth ! [I 
have not words to expreſs what a ſtrange, tri- 
umphant, angelical frame, he was in, fur ſome 
conhiderable time together. It was a very Hea- 
ven upon earth, to ſee and hear a man admiring 
God at fuch a rate, as I never heard any, nor 
ever cxpect to hear or ſce more, till I come to 
Heaven. Thoſe that did not ſec cannot well 
conceive, what a ſweet frame he was in, tor at 
leaſt ſix weeks before he died, His ſoul was 
almolt alwaies filled with thoſe joys unſpeaka- 
ble and full of glory. How oft vvould he cry 
out; O, that 1 cou!d but let you know what F 
now fect | O, that I conld ſhow you what ] ſee - 

O 


| 


1 
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O, that I could aqua the thouſandth part «f 
that ſweetneſs that I now fird in Chriſt! You 
would all then thick it well worth the while 19 
make it your buſineſs ts be r ett; 1015s, O my dear 
friends, we little think what a Chriit is worth 


' ypon a death-bed, I viould not for a world, nay 


for millions of worlds, be now without a Chrilt 
and a pardon, I would not for a world be to live 
any longer : the very thoughts of a poſſibility 
of recovery, makes me even tremble. 

When one came to vilit him, and told him, 
that he hoped it might pleaſe God to raiſe him 
again, and that he had ſeen many a weaker man 
reſtored to health, and that lived many a good 
year after : Ang as Yeu HOO. '0 ple, fe me 
(ſaid he) by ſuc" dſeourfe as this ! No, 
Friend, you are much miſtaken in me, if you 
think that the thoughts of life, and health, and 
the world, are pleaſing to me, The world hath 
quite lot its exccllency i in my judgement. O 
how. poor and contemptivle a thi ng iSitin all 
its Slory, COMPATea with the glory of that in- 
viſible world which I now live in the light of ! 
And as forlife, Chriit i; my life, health and 
ſtrength ; and I know, I ſhall have another 
kind of life, when [ leave this, [ tell you it 
would incomparably more pleaſe me, if you 
ſhould ſay to me, [You are no man of this 
world ; you cannot poſſibly hold out long ; be- 
fore to morrow you will be i cternity ]J. I till 
you I do ſo long to be with Chrilt, that [ could 
be. contented to be cut apeices, & to be put to 
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the moſt exquiſite torments,ſo I might but die, 
and be with Chriit.O,how ſweet is Jeſus !Come, 
Loyd Fer Sy Cume que ky. Death do thy worlt ! 
Death hath lot his terribleneſs. Death itis 
nothing. I ſay, Death is nothing (through 
grace) to me. I canas eaſily diz as ſhut my 
eyes, or turn my head and ſleep: / long ro be 
with Chriſt ; 1 long to die; that was ftill his 
note. 

His Mother and Brethen ſtanding by him he 
ſaid ; © Dear Mrher, 1 beſeech you as carneſt- 
« ly as ever I defired any thing of you in my lite, 
«that you would cheerfully give me up to 
& Chriit; I beſcech you,do not hinder me, now 
©&[ am going to reit and glory. Iam afraid of 
«your praycrs, leit they pull one way and mine 
* another, 

And then turning to his Brethren ke ſpake 
thus to the! 'm, charge you all, do not pray 
« for a1 {if any more: yourdo me wrong, if 
© you do! O that glory, the unſpeakable glory 
- * that] hold, My heart is fuil, my heart is 

* full. Chriit miles, and 1 cannot choſe but 
” « ſlo : can you hnd in your heart, to ſtop me 

© who am now going to the compleat and cter- 
**nal injoyment of Chritt ? Would you keep 
© me i141 way Trown ? The arms of my bleſ- 
ws d $-viour are open tO irabrace me; the An- 

g'ls ita ready to carry my ſoul into his bo- 
” Fog O, did you but ſee what I ſee : you 
© would all cry out with me, how long, dear 
*Lord, come Lord Jeſus come quickly * Do 
Cc W y 
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& why are his Chariot-wheels fo long a com- 

«ing ! 
And all this while he lay like a triumphing 

conqueror, ſmiling and rejoicing in ſpirit. 

There was never a day towards his end but 
(as weak as he was) he did ſome {p2cial piece 
of ſervice in, for his great Maiter. Yea, al- 
moſt every hour did produce freſh wonders. 

A Reverend, Judicious and holy A:ri/ter 
came often to vilit him, and diſcourſed with 
him of the excellency of Chriit, ant the glory 
of the inviſible worlil. Sr, ſ4:4 lv, 7 feel 
ſomething of it ; my heart us as fill as it ca 
hold in this lower ſlate , I can told jo more 
bere, O that 1 cenld but let you kmrow what 1 

cel ) 

This holy Minifter praying with him his 
ſoul was raviſhed with the abundant incomes of 
light, life and love ;. fo that he could ſcarce 
bear it, nor the thought of ſtaying any longer 
in the world, but longed to be in ſuch a con- 
dition, wherein htc ſhould have yet more grace 
and more comfort, and be better at le to bear 
that weight of glory ; ſome manife{titions 
whereof dil even almoſt fiak his weak body, & 
had he not been ſuſtained by a great power, his 
very joys would h:ve overwhelmed him ; and 
whilt he was in theſe cxtaſies of joy and love, 
he was wont to cry out, 

**<Who am I Lord, who am 1, that thou 
« ſhouldit be mindful of me ! Why me Lord, 
« why me, and paſs by thouſands &: look upon 
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« ſuch a_wretch as me, O, what ſhall I ſay 
« unto thee, O thou preſerver of men ? O, why 
«< meLord, why me? O blefſed, and for ever 
« bleſſed, be free grace ! How is it, Lord, that 
«« thou ſhould:t manite!t thy ſelf unto me, and 
*<not unto others, cven ſo Father, becauſe it ſee+ 
* meth good in thy cycs,Thou wilt have mercy 
« becauſ! thou wilt hiwe mercy. And if thou 
& wilt loox upon ſuch a poor worm who can 
*« kinder ! Who would not love thee ! O bleficd 
*« Fatncr! O how ſweet and gratious hait thou 
*« been vnto me? O, that he ſhould have me in 
< his thouzphts of love, before the foundations uf 
« the world, 

And tims he went on, admiring an1 adoring 
of God, in a more high and heavenly manner 
taan | cu lothe with words. Suppoſe what you 
can on tis fide Heaven , and I am perſwaded 
you might have ſcen it in him. He was won- 
derſully taken with the goodneſs of God to him 
in {ending that aged experienced Miniitcr to 
help him in his laſt great work upon earth. 
*© Who aml, ſu/4 he. that God ſhould ſend to 
"© :1:e 1mMcTnper one among a thouſand {mcan- 
* ins that Miniſter who had been praying with 
, © hi 11 with tears 0! joy). 

Trough he was towardz his end, molt com- 
morlv -n a triumphant joyful frame ; yet, ſome- 
tice *v-nthen he had Come ſmall intermiſhns, 
in wick he world ery out, {ld ont fa'th and 
patrincly, w@« alinls whil:, and your wiih ts 
! And when he found not his heart wound 


up 
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up to the higheſt pitch of thankfulneſs, admira- 
tion an: Love ; he would with great ſorrow be- 
moan himſelf, and cry out in. this Language, 

« And vvhat's the matter now, O my ſoul, 
<* vvhat vvilt thou, cant thou thus uaworthily 
« ſleight this admirable and .i/tor1thing conde- 
**ſcention of God to thee ? Seems 1t a ſmall 
*© matter, that the great 7ehovai ſhowld deal 
* thus familiar'y with his Worm; and wilt 
& thou paſs this over, as a common mercy ? 
gi What meaneit thou, O my foul, that thou 
«« do/t not conſtantly adorc and praiſe this rare, 
* ſtrong, and unſpeakable Love! Is it true, O 
*« my ſoul. doth Cod deal familiarly with man, 
* and are his humbl:, zealous, and conſtant 
« love, praiſe, and ſcrvice too good for God ? 
*<© Why art not thou O my ſoul, ſwallowed up 
*everymoment wita this free unparalell'd ever- 
© la'ting Love. 

And then he breaks out again into another 
triumphant Extaſic of pri ind joy ; and ex- 
preſſed a little of that whi-i was uncxpreſſible 
in ſome ſuch words as theſ., 

*«Stan'! altoniſhed yo Heavens, and wonder 
«O ye Anvels, at this infinite grace! Was 
*« ever any 1nder He,ven more beholding to 
« free race than 1? Doth Gol uſe to do thus, 
© with kis creaturcs ? Admire him for cver and 
* ever, Oyercdecmed ones! O thoſe joys, 
*the talt of which I have! Thoſceverlalting 
* joys, which are at his right hand for ever- 
* more! Eternity, Etcrnity it ſelf, is too ſhoxt 
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* to praiſe this God in, O bleſs the Lord with 
*© me, come let us ſhout for joy and boaſt in the 
*« God of our Salvation. O, help me to praiſe 
« the Lord for his mercy indureth for ever ! 

One of his brethren (that had formerly been 
wrought upon by his holy exhortations and ex- 
ample) praying with him, ani ſeeing of him, 
(as he apprehended) near his Diſſolution, de- 
fired, that the Lord would be pleaſed to con- 
tinve thoſe aſtoniſhing and ſoul ſupporting com- 
forts to the laſt moment of his breath, and that 
he might go from one Heaven to another, from 
grace and joy imperfect, to perfect grace and 
Slory ; and wnen his work was done here, give 
hin, if it wie his will, the molt eafic and 
triumphant paſſage to reſt ; and that he might 
have an abundant entrance adminiltred into the 
everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, 

At the end of the Duty he burſt out into a 
wonderful Paſſion of joy. (Sure that was joy 
unſpeakable and full of glory! ) O what an 
Amen did he ſ pP 2ak, Amen, Amin, Amin , 


Halleluja? | 
It would have me any Chriitians heart to 
feap,to have ſen and cad what ſoine ſry and 


heard, at that time; and [| queition not, but that 
i will ſomewhat affect them to kear and read 
it; though it be ſcarce poſſible to ſpeak the half 
of what was admirable in him: for, it being 
ſo much beyond preſident, it did even aſtoniſh 
and amarzc thoſe of us that were about him, 
U that 
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that our relation muſt fall hugely ſhort of what 
was rcal. 

[| verily believe that it exceeds the higheſt 
Rhetorick, to ſet out tothe life, what this hea. 
venly creature did then deliver. | ſay again, I 
want words to ſpeak, and ſo did he ; for, he ſaw 
things unutterable : But yet, ſo much he ſpake 
as juitly drew the adwiration of all that ſaw 
him ; and I heard an old experienced Chriſtian 
and Minitter ſay it again and again, That He »:. 
wer ſaw, nor read, nor veard the like :« Neither 
could we ever expect to ſee the glories of Hea- 
ven more demon:itrated to ſenſe, in this World. 
He talked as if he had bcen in the third Hea- 
vens, and broke ont into ſuch words as theſe, 

«O., He is come! He is come! O how 
&fwcet! How glorious is the Ulefled Jeſus | 
« How ſhall 1 do to ipcak the thovſandth part 
&« of his praiſes ! O for words, to (et out a little 
« of that cxcellency! But it is vnexprefhble ! 
« O how excellent, glorious, and lovely is the 
«precious Jeſus ! He is fwcet, Be is altoge- 
< ther lovely ! And now I am 11: of Love, he 
« hath raviſh:d my ſoul with his beauty ! I ſhall 
« gie ſick of Love. 

* O my friends {tand by and wonder, come 
« look upon a <1 ing man, and wonder ; I can- 
«not my ſcli but itand and wonder! Was 
< therc ever a greater k*ncineſs, was there ever 
&« ſeniibler m1nifeſtatior.s of rich Grace! O, 
«© why mc, Lord. why mc ! Sure this is akin' 
*to Heaven, andif 1 were never to enjoy any 
© more 
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.<& more than this; it were well worth all the 


<« torments that men and Devils could invent ; 
« to'come thorow yea even a Hell to ſuch tran- 
* ſcendent juys as theſe. If this be dying, dying 
<« is ſweet: Let no true Chriſtian cver he a- 
« fraid of dying. O Death is ſweet to me, 
« This Bed is foft. Chrilts Arms and Kiſſes, 
&« his Smiles and Viſits, ſure they would turn 
« Hcl] into Heaven, O that you did but ſce and 
« feel what Ido! Come and behold a dying 
*««1an more cheariul than you ever ſaw any 
« healthful man in the midit of his ſweeteſt on- 
« joyments? OsSirs, Worldly pleaſures are 
<« pitiful poor ſorry things, compared with one 
& slimps of this glory, which ſhincs in ſo itrong- 
* ly into my Soul! O why ſhould any of you 
« be {oſgd, when Iamſoglad? This, this is 
<« the hour that | have waitcd for ! 

About eight and forty hours before his 
Death, his eyes were dim, and his light much 
failed; his Jaws ſhook and tremLled, and his 
Fect were cold, and all the ſymtoms of Death 
were upon him, and his extream parts were al- 
ready almoſt dead and ſenſeleſs, and yet, even 
then, his joys were ( if poſſible) greater till : 
He had ſo many fits of joy unſpcakb'e, that he 
ſeemed to b2 in one continued act of Seraphick 
Love, and praiſe. He ſpake like one that was 
juit entring into the gates of the new Feruſalem: 
the greateſt part of him was now in Heaven ; 
not a word drop'd from his mouth . but it 
breathed Chriſt and Heayen. O what incou- 
ragements 
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ments did he give to them which did ſtand by, 
to foltow hara attcr God, and to follow Chrilt 
11) 4 humble, believing, zealous courfe of life, 
and adding-une degree of grace to anvther,and 
ulng all uiligence to make their Calling and 
Ele tjon ſurc ; and that then, they allo thould 
hid, that they ſhould have a glorious paſſage 
110 a bletſe= Erernity. 
But mot} of his work vvas Praiſe, a hundred 
mes admiring of the bottomleſs love of God 
him O, vvhy me, Lord, vvhy me! And 
tn he vvould give in{tructions to them that 
c ::to fee him. He vvas ſcarce ever filent, 
inſe the Love of Chrilt and Souls, did con- 
trainkim. There vvas ſu much work done for 
Citi in his laſt hours, that Iam ready to 
tin, he did as much in an hour a&ſome do in 
a 

paths particular perſon had a faithful affe- 
Elionaty vvarning, And that good Miniſter, 
that vvis fo ni:ch vvith him, uſed this as an ar- 
£1:42cntto peorſwade him to Le vvilling to live 
: hittle fonger, and to be patient to tarty Gods 
Ieifure ; farc God hath ſomthing lor thee to do 
tat is yct undone; lome vvord of exhortarion 
to io01c poor ſoul, that you have forgot. 

The truth of it is, he vvas ſo filled vvith the 
love oi Chriſt, that he could ſcarce bear ab- 
ſence from Him a moment. He knew that he 
ſhould be capable of bearing of greater Glory 
above.than he could hear. It was the Judgment. 

of ſome that were with him, that his heart was, 
not 
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not only habitual, but aftvally ſet on God alf 
the day long; and nothing of humane frailty, 
that could be thought alin, did appear for ſome 
time z except it vvere his paſſionate deſire to 
die, and difhculty to brivg himſelf to be vvil- 
ling'to ſtay below Heaven. 

He vvas wont every evening to fake his leave 
of his friends. hoping not to ſee them, till the 
morning of the Reſurrection ; and he defired 
that they would bc ſure.to make ſure of a com- 
fortable meeting at our Fathers houſe, in that 
other World. 


I cannot relate the twenticth part of that. 


vvhich deſerved to be vvritten in letters of 
Gold. And. one that vvas one of the vveakeſt, 
ſaid, that he dif verily believe, that if we had 
been cxat in our taking his ſentences, and ob- 
ſerving his daily experiences, he could not ima- 
Sine, a Book could be publiſhed of greater 
uſe tothe World, next the Bible it ſelf. 

One rare paſſage / can't omit, vvhich vvas 
this, that vvhen Miniſters or Chriſtians came to 
him, he would beg of them, to ſpend all the 
time that they had vvith him in Praiſe. <O help 
& me to praiſe God, I have now nothing elſe to 
« do from this time to Eternity, but to praiſe 
« and love God, 7 have what my ſoul deſires 
&* vpon Earth, 7 can't tell what to'pray for but 
what have gratiouſly given in. The wants 
that are capable of ſupplying in this World, 
are ſupplyed, / want but one thing, and that is, 
Aſpeeay life to Heaurn, 1 expe no — 

ere, 
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here, I can't deſire more, I can't hear more. 
O praiſe, praiſe, praiſe that infinite boundleſs 
love that hath, to a wonder, looked upon my 
ſoul, and done -more for me than thouſands of 
his dear children, O bleſs the Lord, O my 
ſoul, and all that is within me bleſs his holy 
«name, O help me. help me, O my friends, to 
&« praiſe and admire him that hath done ſuch 
© aſtoniſhing wonders for my ſoul; he hath 
* pardoned all my ſins, he hath filled me with 
© his goodneſs;he hath given me grace and glo- 
* ry, and no good thing hath he withheld from 
* me 

« Come,help me with praiſes, al!'s too little : 
* come,help me, O ye glorious and mighty 
* Angels,who are ſo well sKiiled in this heaven- 
«ly work of praiſe, Praiſe him, all ye crea- 
**tures upon the Earth, let every thing that 
« hath being, help me to praiſe tim, Halle- 
«11jah, Hallelujah, Hillch:jah : Praife is now 
*©my work, and I ſhall be engaged in this 
« ſweet imployment for ever. Bring the Bible, 
« turn to Davids I ſa/ms, and let us fing a 
« Pſalmof praiſe ; Come ler's lift up our voice 
«in the praiſe of the moſt high, 1 will fing 
« with you as long as my breath doth laſt; and 
*« when I have nonc, I ſhall do it better. 

And then turning to ſome of his friends that 
were weeping,he deſired them,rather to rejoyce 
' than weep upon his account. It may juitly ſeem 
a wonder, how he could ſpeak ſo-much as he did, 
when he was ſo weak; fo: the joy of the Lord 
did rengthcn him. In 
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Iz his ſickneſs, the ſcriptures that he took 
much delight in, were the fourteenth, fifteenth, 
ſixteenth, and ſeventeenth of 7ohy, The fifty 
fourth of J{uy was v-ry refreſhing alſo to him ; 
he would repeat that word [with everlaſting 
mercies will 1 gather] with abundance of 
oY. 
| Hes commended the ſtudy of the Promiſes to 
Believers, and defired that they would be ſure 
to make good their claim to them, and then 
they might come to the Wells of Conſolation, 
and drink thercof, their fil. 

According to his deſire moſt of the time that 
was ſp-nt with him, was ſpent in Praiſe ; and 
he would ſtill be calling out, © Afore Praiſe 
« fill. O, help mc to praiſe him: I have 
«now nothing elſe to do; I have done with 
© Pray*-r, and all other Ordinances ; I have 
© almo(t done converſing with mortals. Iſhall 
«© preſently be beholding Cahrilt hinſelf, that 
* dyed for me, and loved me, and waſhed me 
« in his Blood. 

« | ſhall before a few hours are over, be in 
«Eternity ſinging the Song of Moſes, and the 
« Sons of the Las, I ſhill preſently tand 
« upon M-unt Zton, with an innumerable com- 
* pany of Angels, and the Spirits of the juſt 
& made perfet, and Jeſus the mediator of the 
«© New Covenant , I ſhall hear the voice 'of 
* much people, and be one among them , - 


« which ſhall ſay Hallelujah, Salvation. Glory, * 


* Honour, and power unto the Lord our God; 
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« and again, we ſhall ſay Hallelvjah. And yet 
«avery little while, and [ ſhall ſing unto the 
« Lamb, a Song of Praiſe, ſaying, Worthy 
«<art thou to receive Praiſe who wert ſlain, 
© and haſt redeemed us to God by thy Blood, 
«© out of every Kindred, and Tongue, and 
« People, and Nation, and hait 1nade us unto 
** our God, Kings and Prieſts, and we ſhall 
« reign with thee for ever and ever, *' 

* Mcthinks I ſtand, as it were, with one foot 
*in Heaven, and the other upon Earth ; me- 
© thinks, I here the melody of Heaven, and 
« by Faith, I ſee the Angels waiting to carr 
© my Soul to the boſom of Jeſus, and 1 ſhall 
« be for ever with the Lord in Glory, And who 
© can chooſe but rejoycc in all this, 

In ſeveral times, he ſpak© in this Language, 
and repeated many of theſe words often, over, 
and over again, with far greater affection, than 
can be well worded. And I ſolemnly profeſs, 
that what is here written, is no Hyperbole, 
and that the twenticth part of what was obſer. 
vable in him is not Recorded, and though we 
can't word it cxa'tly as he did, yet vou have 
the ſubſtance,and many things ia kis own words 
with little or no variation, 

The day before his Death, he looked ſome- 
what carneltly upon his Brother 7ames, who 
ſtood by him very ſad; of wiom he Judged 
that he was putting up ſome Ejaculations to 
God upon his ac count, / thank thee, dctar Bro- 
ther for thy love, ſaid he, thou art now praying 
[ for 
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for me, and I know thou loveſt me dearly © but 
Chriſt loveth me ten thouſand times more than 
thou doſkt; Come, and Kiſs me, dcar Brother, 
before I Dic ; And ſo with his cold dying Lips, 
te Kifled him, and ſaid, I ſhall go before, and I 
Lope thou ſha!t follow after to Glory. 

Though he was almoſt always praiſing Go!, 
and exhorting them that were about him to 
mind their everla{ting concerns, and fecure an 
interelt in Chriit ; and though he.ſlept but vec- 
ry little for ſome nights; yer he was not in the 
feaſt impaired in his intellectuals, but his aCti- 
ons were all decent, and becoming a man ; and 
his Diſcourſe to a ſpiritual underſtanding, high- 
ly rational, ſolid, divine. And fo he continucd 
to the laſt minute of his breath. 

A few hours beforc his Death, he called all 
his relations and Brethren together ; that he 
might give them one ſolemn Warning more, 
and bleſs them, and Pray for them, as his 
Breath and Strength would give him leave. 
Which he did with abnndance of authority, af- 
f-ction, and ſpirituallity : which take briefly 
as it follows. 

Firſt, He thanked his dear Mother, for her 
tender love to him, and defired that ſhe might 
be in travail to ſee Chriſt formed in the ſouls of 
the reſt of hcr Children, - and ſee of the travail 
of her ſoul, and meet them with joy m that 
great day. 

Tin, He charged all his Brethren and Siſters 


in gencral, as they would anſwer it. before 
God, 
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God, that they ſhould curry it dutiful to their 
dear Mother. As for his cldeſt Brother 1://7.z7;, 

(at whoſe houſe he ly i1uck) his prayer vvas, 

that he might be ſwallowed up of Chriit, and 
Love to ſouls; and be more and more exem- 
plary in his life, and ſucceſsful in his Miniltry, 
and finith his courſe vvith joy. 

Risnext Brothers name vvas Aznarecy, a Ci- 
tizen of London, who was with him and ſiw 
him in this triumphing ftatc; but ( his neceſ- 
fary buſineſs calling him away ) he could not 
rhen be by ; yct, he vvas not forgot, but he was 
thus MIcfſed, [ 1: God - Hear TUCH YENC mb; my 
poor Brethcr at Jerk Thc Lord maks bin 
truly rich 171 CITINY him the Pcoarl of great price, 
and mak” him a Fdlow-Cit:2ea with the Saints, 
and 7 the Ht nſc- buld Ti f God; the 1.ord dcli- 
ur bum from the friis of chat C1!), M4Y the 
TH ld bi h-pr 01 of h:s heari, 4 FR Ci; 1/t awc ll 
there, (0) 1/141 he Hi) b. 63S his (1 ATH/IC is, a ſrronC 
man, aud that I may mitt {1m with (oy, 
ſhca he called his next Brotier, whoſe name 

was James ( whom he hoped God had made 
tim a ſpiritual Fati'r to) to whom he thus 
addreſſed himfelt; Boch James, / hope the 
Lord hati (Cc C 14 t/ (« af « v9) Doittagt , the 
[ines ar fa le to = e ta pleaſerit flaetss the 
[,67: 4 is 'S T por F Pe tre l.era bath in I - 
ca thee the W977. bf it Chit - Hold on dear 
Brother ; Chriſt, Heaven an:l Glory, arc 
worth (triving for: The Lord give thee more 
abundance of his grace, 
Then, 
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Then, His next Brother Abraham was cal- 
led; to whom he ſpake to this purpoſe, The 
bleſſiag of the God of Abraham reſt upon thee, 
the Lord mak; thee a Father of many ſpirunual 
Children. 

His fif:h Brother, was Joſeph, whom he 
bleſſed in this manner, Ler him bleſs thee, O 
Joſeph, that bleſſed him that was ſeparated 
from his Bruthrca, O- that his everlaſting 
Arms may take hold on thee | It zs enough, if 
yet thou maye ſt live in hs fight. Ay heart bath 
been work: rowards thee, poor Joſeph; and 
T am not wuhbout hopes, that the Arms of the 
Almighty will mbrace thee, The God of thy 
Father, bl:ſ5 thee with the bleſſings of Heaven 
above, 

Toe next, was his Siſter Mary, to whom 
he ſpoke thus, Poor Srfler Mary, thy body us 
weak 4/4 thy dates will be filled with bitterneſs ; 
thy nane is Marah, the Lord ſweeren all with 
his Grace and Peace, and give thee health in 
thy Soul, Bz patient, and make fare of Chriſt, 
and all is well. 

Then, His other Siſter, whoſe name was 
Sarah, was called ; whom he thus bleſſed, S:/ter 
Sarah, thy boy ts ſtrong, and healthful ; O that 
thy Soul may be ſo too! The Lord maks thee firſt 
a wiſe Virgin, and thea a Fether wa Iſracl ; 
a pattren of Modeſ.y, Humility, and Holi- 
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Then another Brother, Jacob was called ; 
whom he bleſſed after this manner, The Lord 
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make thee an Tſraelite indeed in whom there in 110 

wile! O that thou maiſ* learn to wreſtle with 
God, and like a Price, maiſt prevail, and not go 
without the bleſſing | 

Then he prayed for his youngeſt Brother 
Benjamin, who was then but an Infant; Poor 
little Benjamin, O that the Father cf the Fa- 
therliſs, would take care of thee poor Child, that 
thou, which never ſaweſt thy Father upon Earth, 
maicſt ſce him with joy in Heaven, the Lord be 
thy Father, and Portion 5 maiſt thou prove the 
Soa of thy Mothers right Hand, and the joy 
of her Age | 

« O that none of us all, may be found a- 
« mongſt the unconverted in the day of Judg- 
« ment! O that cvery one of us may appear 
« ( with our Honoured Father, and dear Mo- 
© ther)beforeChriſt with joy that they may ſay 
«Lord here are we, and the Children which 
<« thou haſt gratiouſly given us. O that we may 
«live to God herc,and live with him hereafter, 

And now, my dcar Mother, Brethren, and 
Siſters, Farewel; [ leave you for a while, 
and I commend you to God, and to the word 
of his grace, which is able to build you up, and 
to give you an inheritance among all them 
which are ſanctified, 

And now, dear Lord, my work is done, [I 
have finiſhed my Courſe, I have fovght the 
g00d Fight , and. henceforth there remaineth 
for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs! Now come 
dear Lord Jeſus, come quickly. 

Then 
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Then that Godly Miniiter came to give him 
his laſt viſit, and to do the office of an inferiour 
Anpel, to help to convey this bleſſed ſoul to 
Glory who was now cven upon /Auunt 1 iſa, 
and had a full ſight of that goodly Land at a lit- 
tle diitance, When this Mini:ter ſpa':e to him, 
his hcart was in a mighty flame of Loye and 
Joy, wiich drew tears of Joy from that preti- 
ous Miniſter, being almoit amazed to hear a 
man juit a dyin3, talk as if he had been with 
Feſa:, and came from the immediate preſence 
of God; 'O the ſmiles that were then in his 
Face, and the unſpeakable Joy that was in his 
Heart; one might have read Grace, and Gly, 
in ſuch a mans Countenance, O the praiſe, the 
triumphant praiſes, that he put up ! And cvery 
one mult ſpeak praiſe about him, or clſe they 
did make ſome jar in his Harmony. 

And indeed moſt did, as well as they could 
help him in praiſe. So that I never hearl, nor 
knew more praiſes given to God in one Ry»m, 
than in his Chamber, 

Alittle before he died, in the Prayer, or ra- 
ther Praiſcs, he was ſo wrapped up wit h admi- 
ration and joy, that he could ſcarce forbear 
ſhouting for joy. In the con-luſton of the Du- 
ty, wi! h 1 bundance of Faith, and fervency, he 
ſaid aloud, tnmm, Amrit ! 

And now = defires ſhall ſoon be ſatisfied. 
He ſeeth D-2ath coming apace to do his offie, 
his jaws are lo zoſcn2d more and more, and qui- 
ver greatly z his Hinds and Feet are as cold 
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as clay, and a cold ſweat is upon him : but, O 
how glad was he when he felt his Spirit jult a- 
Soing ! Never was Death more welcom to = 
niorral, / think. - Though the pangs of Deat 
where Trong : yet,that tar-more-cxcecding and 
Eternal weight of Glory, mave him indure 
thoſe bitter paines,with much patience and cou- 
rage. In the cx:remity of his pains, he defired 
his cldeſt Brother to lay him a little lower, and 
to tage away one Pillow from him, that he 
might die with the more caſe; His Brother re- 
plicd, that he durit not for a world, do any 
thing that might haſten his Death a moment. 
Then he was vvell ſatisfied, and did ſweetly re- 
ſign himſelf up vvholly to Gods diſpoſal; and af- 
tera few minutes,vvith a ſudden motion gathe- 
ring up all his itrength, he gave hiaſelt a little 
turne on one ſide; and in the twinkling of an 
eye, departed to the Lord, ſleeping in 7eſws. 

nd now bleſſed foul, thy longings are fatis- 
fhed,and thou ſeelt and feelet a thoutiand times, 
more than thou dia upon Earth, and yet thou 
cant bear it vvith delight, thou art now vvel- 
comed ty thy Fathers houſe by Chri't, the be- 
loved of thy Soul; now thou ha't heard him 
ſay, Come, thou bleſſ:d of my Father, and, 
Well done good an faithful ſervant,enter thou 
into the joy of the Lord, and vvear that Crown 
vvhich vvas prepared for thee, before the foun- 
dation of the World, 

QO that all the Relations vvbich thou haſt left 
behind thee, may live thy Life, and die thy 

| Death, 
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Death, and live vvith Chriſt, and thee, for 


ever and ever. 


He Dyed 


was Buried in Kelſha/ Church, in Hart- 


fordjhire, 
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Amen, Amen, 


Fune 1657. Aged * and 
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Books printed for, and are to be fold by Tho. 
Parkburſt, at the Bible and Three Crowns 
in Cheapſtde. 


the Coloſſians, by Mr. 7. Daile, tranſlated into 
Engliſh by F. S. with Dr. T9. Good win's, and Drs 
Jobn Owens Epiſtles Recommendatory. 

An Expoktion of Chriits Temptation on Matth. 4. and 
Peters Sermon to Cor:e!its; and circumſpett walking. 
Ey -Dr. Tho. Taylor. 

A prattical Expoſition on the 3d Chapter of the firſt 
Epiſtle of Saint Pay! to the Corinthians, with the Godly 
mans choice, on Pſaln 4. v. 6, 9,8. by Anthony Burgeſs. 

Chriftianographiz, or a deſcription of the mulrirudes 
and ſundry ſorts of Chriſtians in the world not ſubje& to 
the Pope, by Fpb. Pagit. 

Dr. Donns 4to Sermons, being his 3 Volumes. 

Pareus Expoſition on the Revelations, 
| Choice and prattical Expoſitions on 4 (let Pſalms : 
VIZ. 


S ERMONS on the whole Epiſtle of Saint Pau! to 


The fourth Pſalm in eight 
The forty ſecond Pſalm in ten 
The fifty firſt Pſalm an twenty 
The fixty third Palm in ſeven ;_ 
Forty fix Sermons npon the whole eighth Chapter of 
the Epiſtle of the Apoſtle Pay! to the Romans. Both by 
Tho. Horton, D. D. late Miniſter of Saint Helle1s5. 
An Analytical Expoſition of Ge»:fis, and of rwearty three 
Chapters of Exodus, by George Hughes, D. D. 


Sermons, 


Books 4to. 


The Door of Salyation opened by the Rey of Regenera- 
ton, by George Swinno:b , M. A. 
: MN An 


An Antidote againſt Quakeriſm , by Steph. Scandre. 

An Expoſition on the five firſt Chapters of Exel4el , 
with uſeful obſervations thereupon, by 11:4 Greewbil. 

The Goſpel Covenant opened, by Pet. Bylb/ty. 

Gods holy-Mind touching matrers moral, which he ut- 
tered in ten Commandments : Alſo, an Expoſition on the 
Lords Prayer, by Edward Eſ(to, B. D. 

The Ficry-Jetuir, or an Hiſtorical- ColleRion of the riſe, 
encreale, doftrines and deeds of the Jeſuirs, expoſed ro 
view for the ſake of, Lyndov, 

Horologtographia optics 5 Dyaling, univerſal and particu- 
lar, ſpeculative and practical ; rogether with a deſcrip- 
tion of che Court cf Arts, by a new Method, by Sylvznys 
Nit IgM, 

Regimen ſanitatis ſalemt, or the Regiment of Health ; con- 
tairing direfions and jnſtrutions for the guide and go- 
vernment of mans life. 

A ſeaſonable Apology for Religion, by Matthew Pool. 

Separation no Schiſm, in anlwer to a Sermon preached 
before the Lord Mayor, by 7. S. 

The practical Divinity of che Papiſt diſcovercd to be de- 
ſirucive to rrue Religion, and Mens fouls, by f. Clarkſon 

An Excrcitation on a queſtion in Divinity, and Cafe of 
Conſcience, 2/3. Whether ir be lawful for any perſon to 
aft contrary to the opinion of h1s own Conſcience, form- 
ed from arguments that ro him appears very probable, 
rhough not necct.ary or demonſtrative. 

The Creatures goodneſs as they came our of Gods hand, 
and the geod-mans mercy to the brutt-creatures, in two 
Sermons, by Ike. Harges, B. D 

Certain conſ.derations trending to promote Peace and 
Unity amongſt Proteſtants. 

M-jorria, or the moſt plain and natural apprehenſ.ons 
which the Scripture offers, concerning the great Doctrines 
of the Cliſtian Religion; of Eledion, Redemprion, the 
Covenaiir, the Law and Goſpel, and Perfedtton, 

The Saints triumph over the laft enemy, 1n a Sermon 
at the Funeral of Mr. Zames Zancwiy, by Nath, Vincent. 

The vanity. of man 1n his beſt eſtate, jn a diſcourſe on 
Pſ1l 39. 5. at the Funeral of the Lady Suſanna Keate, by 
Kichara Kidder, MA. 
| The 


errors of the Church of Kome * detetted and confuted in a 
Morning-Le&ure, preached by ſeveral Miniſters of the 
Goſpel in or near London. : : 
Four uſeful diſcourſes: (1) The art of 1mproving a 
full and proſperons condition for the glory of God ; being 
an appendix to the art of Contentment 1n three Sermons, 
on Philip. 4.12. (2) Chriſtian ſubmiſſion , on 1 Sam. 3. 
18. (3) Chriſt a Chriſtians life and death 1s gain, on 
Philip. 1. 21. (4 ) The Goſpel of peace ſen to the ſons of 
peace, in fix Sermons, on Luk? ro. 5, 6. by frremiah Baut- 
YOughs. 
Dr. #is Letter of Thanks and Poems, 
A new Copy- Rook of all ſorts of uſef;] hinds. 
The Saints priviledg by dying, by Mr. S-ot. 
The new World; or new-reformed Church, by Dofor 
Homes. 
The Vertuous Daughter,a Funeral-Sermon,y Mr. Bri22, 
The Miracle of Miracles, or Chriſt in our Nature: by 
Dr. Kich. Sibbs, 
The unity and eſſence of the Catholick Church-vyiſble, 
by Mr. H«dſo1. 
Dr. Prideaux's Faſciculus controverſtarum Theologicym, 
Brightman on Reveldtions, Canticles and Danitl. 
Seamans-Companion. 
Canaans Calamity. 
The intercourſe of Divine Love hetween Chriſt and the 
Church,or the particular Believing (oul: in ſeveral Lectures 
on the whole ſecond Chap. of Cant. by 7ob» Co!/ins, D. D, 
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Heart-Treaſure : or a Treatiſe tendinp to fi]! and furnih 
the head and heart of every Chriſtian with Soul-enrich- 
1ng-treaſure of truths, graces, experiences, and comforts, 

The ſure mercies of David; or a ſecond part of Heart- 
treaſure. 

Heaven or Hell here 1n a Good or B44 Conſcience, by 
Nath. Vincent. 

Cloſet-prayer a Chriſtians duty; all three by 0. H:yword. 

A pradtical diſcourte of Prayer ; wherein 1s handled rhe 
nature and duty of Prayer, by tho. Cobb: 

Of quenching the $p1ric ; the evil of jt, in repeR both 
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' The Morning-LeRure againſt Popery, or the principal 
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of irs cauſes and effeAs, diſcovered; by Theophilus Polwheile, 

The re-bujldingof Londos encouraged and improved in 
everal ineditations : by Samue! Rolls. 

The ſure way to Salvation 3; or a Treatiſe of the Sainrs 
myſtical Unjon with Chriſt ; by Richard Steadman. M. A. 

Sober Singularity, by the ſame Author. 

Heaven taken by Srorm. 

The miſchief of in : both by The. w2tſsn. 

The Childs Delight; together with an Engliſh Grammar. 

Reading and Spelling made catie ; both by Tho. Lye. 

Aſop's Fables, with morals thereupon in Engliſh-Verſe. 

The Young-mans Inſtructor, and the Old-mans Remem- 
brancer ; being an Explanation of the Aſſemblies Cate- 
chiſm. 

Captives bound jn Chains, made free by Chriſt their 
Surety ; both by [Tno. Doolittle, 

Eighteen Sermons preached upon ſeveral Texts of 
Scripture, by william Whitaker, 

The Saints care for Church-Communion ; declared in 
ſundry Sermons, preached at St. James Dubes-place, by 

Ztch. Crofton. 

The life and death of Edmund Stanton D. D. To which is 
added a Treatiſe of Chr1ſtzan-conference ; and a Dialogue 
between a Miniſter and a Stranger. 

Sin the Plague of plagues, or ſinful fin the worſt of 
Evils; by Ka/9ph Venning. M, A. 

Caſes of Conſcience prattically reſolved ; by f. Norman. 

The faithfulneſs of God conſidered and cleared in the 
great Events of his Word; or a ſecond part of the ful- 
hlling of the Scriprure. 

The immortality of the Soul explained and proved by 
Scripture and Reaton ; to which-15 added Faiths-triumph 
over rhe frars of death; by The. Wadſworth, 

A Treariic of the 1ncomparablenzis of God, in his 
Eceing, Attrthures, Works, and Word; by George Swin- 
no:b, M. A. 

A diſcourſe of the original, &c. of rhe Coſſachs. 

The generation of Scekers; or the right manner of 
the Saints addrefics to the tarone of Grace, with an Ex- 
pofirion on thc Lords-Prayer. 

The adminiſtration of Cardinal Ximones. 

A 


A diſcourſe of Family-inſtruftion , by Owen Stockton ; 
with dire&ions for thoſe thar have ſuffered by the Fire. 

An Efay to facilltare the Education of Youth,by bring- 
ing down the rudiments of Grammar to the ſenſe of ſee- 
ing, which ought to be 1mproved by Syncreſes; by M. Lews 
of Totenham. 

An Artificial Veſtibulum ; wherein the ſenſe of 7arus 
Linguarum 1s contained , compiled into plain and ſhorr 
ſentences in Engliſh , for the great eaſe of Maſters, and 
Expeditious progreſs of Scholars , by M. Lewis. 

Speculum Sherlockianum, ot a Looking glaſs, in which 
the admirers of Mr. Sherl/o:þ, may behold the man, as to 
his Acuracy, Judgment, Orthodoxy. 

A difcourſe of Sins of Omifſion ; wherein js diſcovered 
their Nature, Cauſes, and Cure; by George Swinnoch. 

Mr. Baxter's Reformed Paſtor. 

His Majeſties Propriety in the Britiſh Seas vindicated. 

vakeriſm no Chriſtianity; or a through-Quaker no 
Chriſtian, ' proved by their Principles, and confirmed by 
Scripture ; by 7. Falde. | 

Differences about Water-baptiſm no bar to Communion ; 
by 7o. Bunian. 

The Datch-diſpenſatory ; ſhewing the vertues, qualitics 
and properties of Simples; the vertue and uſe of Com- 
pounds; whereto 1s added the Compleat Herbaliſt. 

Judg Dodaridgt's laws of Nobility and Peerage. 

Dinglys Spiritual Faſt, 

Solitude improved by Divine Meditation; by Matth. Ravew 

A Murderer puniſhed and pardoned, or Tho. Savage his 
life and death ; with his Funeral ſermon. 


Smal! 8v9. 

A defence againſt the fear of death ; by Zach. Crofton. 

Gods Soveraignty diſplayed ; by william Gearing, 

The godly mans Ark, or a City of Refuge in the day of 
his diſtreſs, in five Sermons ; with Mrs. Moors evidenccs 
for Heaven : by Edmund Calamy. 

The Almoli-Chriſtjan diſcovered, or the f.lſe-Profeſior 
tried and caſt, by M. Mead. 

The true bounds of Chriſtian-freedom : or a diſcourſe 
ſhewing the extenc and reſtraints of Chriſtian libercy, by 
3, Bolton.. D. D. 


The 
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The ſinfulneſs of Sin and fulneſs of Chriſt, in ztwo&Ser- 
mons; by #l. Bridg. 

A Plea for the godly, or the Righteous mans Excellency, 
The holy Euchariſt, or the Sacrament of the Lords Sup- 

er. 

; A Treatiſe of Self-denial. All three by Tho. watſon. 
The life and death of Tho. wilſon of Maidſtone in Kent. 
The life and dearth of Door Samuel winter, 

A Covert from the Storm, or the fearful encouraged 
in the day of Trouvle. 

Worthy-walking preſs'd upon all that have heard the 
Call of the Goſpel. 

The Spirit of Prayer. All three by Nath. Fincent. 

The inſeparable union between Chriſt and a Believer, 
by Tho. Peck, 

A diſco1rſe of Excuſes; ſetting forth the variety and 
vanity of them : the ſin and miſery brought in by them, 
by 7ohn Sheffield. 

Inviſible reality, demonſtr:ted in the holy life and tri- 
umphant death of Mr. 7. 7aneway. 

The Saints encouragement to diligence in Chriſts ſervice : 
both by Mr. 7ames 7aveway. 

A diſcourſe concerning the Education of Children. 

ConviviamCelefie; a plain and familiar diſcourſe con- 
cerning the Lords Supper z both by RK. Kidder, 

The Saints perſeverance aſſerted 1n its Pofitive-ground 
againſt Mr. Ives, by Tho. Danſon. 

A Wedding-ring fit for the Finger; by 4. Secbey. 

The Young-mans Call and Duty ; by Nie#h. Lockyer. 

An Explanation of the ſhorter-Catechiſm of the Aſſem- 
bly of Divines; by Tho. Lye, 

The Childs Delight with Pittures ; by Too. Lye. 

The life and death of Tho Hall, 

A Plea for the Non-Conformiſts, tending to vindicate 
them from Schiſm, by a Dottor in Divinity. 

The flat oppoſition of Popery to Scripture; by 7. N, 
Chaplain to a Perſon of Honour. 

The Weavers Pocket-book, or Weaving fpiritualiz'd 
by Z.C. D.D | 

Two <ſputations of Original-ſin ; by Richard Baxter, 

The Hiſtory of Moderation, 


The 
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The welcome Communicant. 
The ready way to prevent fin ; by will;am Baghaw, 
The Little-peace-maker, diſcovering fooliſh Pride, the 
Make- bate, | 

Philadelphia ; or a Treatiſe of Brotherly-love ; by Mr. 
Gearing, 

Reformation or Ruine, being certam Sermons on Levit. 
26. 23, 24. by Tho. Hotchbu. 

The Riches of Grace diſplayed ; to which 1s added the 
priviledg of Paſkve Obedience; and 52 propoſals in or- 
der to help on Heart-humiliation ; by #1. Bagſhaw, 

The parable of the great Supper opened in 17 Sermons, 
. by 7o. Crump. 

A preſent for Teeming-women , by f. Oliver. 

Non-conformity without Controverſie ; by Benj. Baxter. 

The Chriſtians daily Monitor ; by 70. Church, 

A Treatiſe of Cloſer-prayer ; by Ricbayd Mayo, 

The Religious Family ; by Pzi{ip Lamb. 

A ſober inquiry, or Chriſts Reign with Saints a thou- 
ſand years 

A diſcourſe of the prodigious Abſtinence of Martha 
Tayloy. 

A Memento to young and old; by John Maynard. 

The priviledg of the Saints on Earth above thoſe in 
Heaven; by William Hook. 

Index biblicus multijugnus,or a Table of the holy Scripture ; 
wherein cach of 1ts Books, Chapters, and particular mat- 
rers ate diſtinguiſked and Epitomized. 

The day of Grace, with the converſion of a Sinner ; by 
Nath. Vencent. - 

The Greek Teſtament 1n $89. 

An eaſie and uſeful Grammar for rhe learning of the 
French tongue, by Mr. Goſthead, Gentleman. 

Mr. R:warths work and reward of a Chriſtian. 

The Miners Monitor, or advice to thoſe that are eme 
ployed abour the Mines. 

A Proteſtant Carechiſm for little Children. 

A Scriptuce Catechiſm ; by Samuel Petto. 

A Catechiſm according to the Church of Exgland, 

Grotius Catechi(m. 

Brief of the Bibles-Hiſtory. 

The 
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The Fonntain ſealed ; by Dr. Sibbs. 
' Nevo. Trapidea, © - 

Cotton; None but Chriſt. 

Cornelianum dolium. 

The Chriſtians earneſt longing for Chriſts appeaging ; 
preached art che Funeral of Mr, Noah ebb ;'by Dan. Burgeſs. 

wilſons Catechiſm. EY 

Elenchus motuum nuperorum in Anglia, 

Corarns Poems. 

Poor Robins Jeſts. 

Croftons Felix Scelus ;, or Proſpering-prophaneneſs pro- 
voking holy conference ; by Zech. crefion. 

Gramaticus Anaiy:irys, by theſame Author. 

Alexanaders advice to his Son. 

Artificial Embeliſhments. 

H. Excellency of Chriſt ſet forth 

Gods Soveraignty diſplayed; ly Mr. 4/174 Gearing, 


In ſmall 12s. 


The duty of Parents rowards their Children. 

A little Book for little Children, 

A method and inſtrudion tor the Art of divine Medi- 
tation. All three by Ty0. #4"4t:- 

The conſiderations of Dr:x:{;us on Eternity, 

The ſhadow of the Tree of Lite, by M. M. 

The Pſalms of 71via newly tranſlated : more plain, 
ſmoorh and agreeable to the Text than any heretofore. 

The Priſoners Prayers. ; 

Mr. Henry Labin's Life of Faith. 

Awakening Call to Sinners. 

"Crumbs of Comfort, or the Lord Bzrons Prayers. 
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